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Unit 1 List of Parts of Speech 
 

1. Comparing the parts of speechComparing the parts of speechComparing the parts of speechComparing the parts of speech    
 

 

 Cantonese English Counterparts 

1. Nouns Nouns 

2. Adjectives Adjectives 

3. Numbers Numerals 

4. Pronouns Pronouns 

5. Verbs Verbs 

6. Adverbs Adverbs 

7. Prepositions Prepositions 

8. Conjunctions Conjunctions 

9. Interjections Interjections 

10. Onomatopoeias Onomatopoeias 

11. Measure Words  

12. Particles  

  Article- a, an, the 
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2. NotesNotesNotesNotes    

From No. 1-No. 10, there are English counterparts. The definitions of 

them are not the exactly the same but are similar.  

Besides, all the parts of speech mentioned in this book are according 

to the classification of Cantonese and may not be the same as that in 

English. 
 

3. Cantonese doesn’t have ArticlesCantonese doesn’t have ArticlesCantonese doesn’t have ArticlesCantonese doesn’t have Articles    

There is no articles - a, an & the in Cantonese. 

Therefore in Cantonese, for “a” or “an”, people say “one: yât”. For 

definite referring - the, people use measure word. 
 

4. English doesn’t have Measure Words and English doesn’t have Measure Words and English doesn’t have Measure Words and English doesn’t have Measure Words and 

ParticlesParticlesParticlesParticles    

Measure Word and Particles are two most difficult parts of speech to 

most learners as there is no counterparts in English.  
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Unit 2 Nouns 

1. DefinitionDefinitionDefinitionDefinition    

Nouns are the words that denote people, things, or place and time. 
 

2. Measure Word has to be usedMeasure Word has to be usedMeasure Word has to be usedMeasure Word has to be used    

A numeral does not modify a noun directly. It must have a measure 

word between it and the noun it modifies. 

Details of measure words will be talked in the later chapter 
 

3. Singular & PluralSingular & PluralSingular & PluralSingular & Plural    

Nouns in singular or plural are the same in form. The context can 

usually tell the mentioned nouns are in singular or plural. 

1) a person 

yât  go  yàhnyât  go  yàhnyât  go  yàhnyât  go  yàhn    
 1    MW  person 

2) a friend 

yât  go  pàhng yáuhyât  go  pàhng yáuhyât  go  pàhng yáuhyât  go  pàhng yáuh    
 1    MW      friend 

3) many people 

hóu dô  yàhnhóu dô  yàhnhóu dô  yàhnhóu dô  yàhn    
  many     person 

 

4. Nouns of localityNouns of localityNouns of localityNouns of locality    
1) east 

dûngdûngdûngdûng    

2) left 

jó bihnjó bihnjó bihnjó bihn    
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3) right 

yauh bihnyauh bihnyauh bihnyauh bihn    

4) outside 

chêut bihnchêut bihnchêut bihnchêut bihn    

5) inside 

yahp bihn / néuih bihnyahp bihn / néuih bihnyahp bihn / néuih bihnyahp bihn / néuih bihn    

� They can work as subject or object. 

6) There are cars at the back 

hauh bihn  yáuh chêhauh bihn  yáuh chêhauh bihn  yáuh chêhauh bihn  yáuh chê    
 back   side     has   cars 

� They can form with other words to form position phrase. 

7) the right of the MTR station 

deih tit jaahm  yauh bihndeih tit jaahm  yauh bihndeih tit jaahm  yauh bihndeih tit jaahm  yauh bihn    
  MTR   station ‘s     right  side 

8) There are lots of people at the right of the MTR station 

dedededeih tit jaahm  yauh bihn  yáuh  hóu dô yàhnih tit jaahm  yauh bihn  yáuh  hóu dô yàhnih tit jaahm  yauh bihn  yáuh  hóu dô yàhnih tit jaahm  yauh bihn  yáuh  hóu dô yàhn    
  MTR   station ‘s     right  side      has      many  people 

 

5. ExerciseExerciseExerciseExercise    

(1) Singular & PluralSingular & PluralSingular & PluralSingular & Plural    

1) a friend 
MW for friend (people related)  go 

friend     pàhng yáuh 

_________________________________________ 

yât  go  pàhng yât  go  pàhng yât  go  pàhng yât  go  pàhng yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh    

2) two friends 
_________________________________________ 

léuhng  go  pàhng yáuhléuhng  go  pàhng yáuhléuhng  go  pàhng yáuhléuhng  go  pàhng yáuh    

3) many friends 
_________________________________________ 

hóu dô  pàhng yáuhhóu dô  pàhng yáuhhóu dô  pàhng yáuhhóu dô  pàhng yáuh    
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(2) Nouns of localityNouns of localityNouns of localityNouns of locality    

1) The toilet is on the right 
toilet    sái sáu gâan 

_________________________________________ 

sái sáu gâan  hái  yauh bihnsái sáu gâan  hái  yauh bihnsái sáu gâan  hái  yauh bihnsái sáu gâan  hái  yauh bihn    

2) The back of the taxi stand 
taxi stand    dîk sí jaahm 

_________________________________________ 

dîk sí jaahm  hauh bihndîk sí jaahm  hauh bihndîk sí jaahm  hauh bihndîk sí jaahm  hauh bihn    

3) opposite to my house 
opposite   deui mihn 

my house   ngóh ûk kéi (usually house is: ûk, home is: ûk kéi) 

_________________________________________ 

ngóh  ûk kéi  deui mihnngóh  ûk kéi  deui mihnngóh  ûk kéi  deui mihnngóh  ûk kéi  deui mihn    

4) I will wait for you at the left of the bank 
bank    ngàhn hòhng 

wait    dáng 

_________________________________________ 

ngóh  hái  ngàhn hòhng  jó bihn  dáng  néihngóh  hái  ngàhn hòhng  jó bihn  dáng  néihngóh  hái  ngàhn hòhng  jó bihn  dáng  néihngóh  hái  ngàhn hòhng  jó bihn  dáng  néih    
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Unit 3 Adjectives 

1. DefiniDefiniDefiniDefinition:tion:tion:tion:    

Adjectives are words that describe the shape, quality or state of a 

person or a thing. 

As in English, people may distinguish predicative and attributive uses 

of adjectives. Predicative adjectives behave very much like verbs, 

following the subject. Attributive adjectives always precede the noun, 

which they modify. 
 

2. Predicative adjectivesPredicative adjectivesPredicative adjectivesPredicative adjectives    

(1) Most common modifier Most common modifier Most common modifier Most common modifier ---- hóu hóu hóu hóu    

A predicative adjective is usually preceded by a modifier. 

When people want to say “very”, of course they will say “very: hóu”. 

However even if they don’t really mean “very”, if no other modifier 

is used, they will add “very: hóu” before the adjective. 

hóu in this function may be regarded as merely an adjective marker, 

its meaning being much weaker than English ‘very’. 

1) She is beautiful 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  hóu   lenghóu   lenghóu   lenghóu   leng    
 she      very    beautiful 

� Used as predicates, adjectives may take aspect markers and 

complements 

2) You have got much taller. 

néih  gôu    jó      hóu dô  néih  gôu    jó      hóu dô  néih  gôu    jó      hóu dô  néih  gôu    jó      hóu dô      
you      tall      FPV(ed)      much      
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(2) Other modifiersOther modifiersOther modifiersOther modifiers    

Usually, “so: gam” has to be used under a certain situation but no just 

used as a replacement of “very” as that is used in English. 

1) You are so late! 

néih  gam  chìh!néih  gam  chìh!néih  gam  chìh!néih  gam  chìh!    

2) She is so rich! 

kéuih  hóu  yáuh chínkéuih  hóu  yáuh chínkéuih  hóu  yáuh chínkéuih  hóu  yáuh chín    
(In English, “so” can be replaced by “very” here, Cantonese use “very: hóu” but not “so”) 

3) She is so rich! I can’t tell 

kéuih  gam  yáuh chín,    tái ¬h chêut  wo!kéuih  gam  yáuh chín,    tái ¬h chêut  wo!kéuih  gam  yáuh chín,    tái ¬h chêut  wo!kéuih  gam  yáuh chín,    tái ¬h chêut  wo!    
  she      so       have money (rich)   see  can’t  out   PRT! 

(In English, “so” can’t be replaced by “very” here, Cantonese use “so: gam”) 

4) She is so pretty! 

kéuih  hóu  lengkéuih  hóu  lengkéuih  hóu  lengkéuih  hóu  leng    
(In English, “so” can be replaced by “very” here, Cantonese use “very: hóu” but not “so”) 

5) She is so pretty, of course many people chase after her 

kéuih  gam  leng,  gáng haih  hóu dô yàhn  jêui   lâkéuih  gam  leng,  gáng haih  hóu dô yàhn  jêui   lâkéuih  gam  leng,  gáng haih  hóu dô yàhn  jêui   lâkéuih  gam  leng,  gáng haih  hóu dô yàhn  jêui   lâ    
  she      so      pretty,    of-course       many   people  chase after PRT 

(In English, “so” can’t be replaced by “very” here, Cantonese use “so: gam”) 
 

3. Attributive adjectives Attributive adjectives Attributive adjectives Attributive adjectives     

Between the attributive adjective and the noun it modifies, linking 

particle “ge” is used 

1) big apple 

daaih      pìhng gwódaaih      pìhng gwódaaih      pìhng gwódaaih      pìhng gwó    
 big              apple 

However, if the “whole set” of the modifier, eg. here is “daaih” is monosyllabic, the 

linking particle is skipped. 

2) very big apple 

hóu   daaih    ge    pìhng gwóhóu   daaih    ge    pìhng gwóhóu   daaih    ge    pìhng gwóhóu   daaih    ge    pìhng gwó    
very       big        LP        apple 
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The “whole set” of the modifier is “hóu daaih” here is not monosyllabic, the linking 

particle is used. 

3) very delicious food 

hóu  hóu sihk  ge   yéhhóu  hóu sihk  ge   yéhhóu  hóu sihk  ge   yéhhóu  hóu sihk  ge   yéh    
very    good  eat    LP     things 

4) my pen / my pens 

ngóh  ge  bât  ngóh  ge  bât  ngóh  ge  bât  ngóh  ge  bât      
  my    LP    pen 

5) my pen (can use MW to replace the “ge”) 

ngóh  jî   bât  ngóh  jî   bât  ngóh  jî   bât  ngóh  jî   bât      
  my    MW   pen 

6) my pens (can use MW to replace the “ge”) 

“dî” is a MW used for all different plural objects when the number is 

no specified. "dî" is also a MW for all uncountable objects 

ngóh  dî   bât  ngóh  dî   bât  ngóh  dî   bât  ngóh  dî   bât      
  my    MW   pen 

7) my mother (“ge” is skipped in kinship) 

ngóh  mângóh  mângóh  mângóh  mâ mìh     mìh     mìh     mìh        

8) my company (“ge” is usually skipped for organization that one 
belongs to) 

ngóh  gûng sîngóh  gûng sîngóh  gûng sîngóh  gûng sî    
 

4. Comparison of AdjectivesComparison of AdjectivesComparison of AdjectivesComparison of Adjectives    

(1) dîdîdîdî    

1) more expensive 

gwai     dîgwai     dîgwai     dîgwai     dî    
expensive   more 

2) cheaper 

pèhng     dîpèhng     dîpèhng     dîpèhng     dî    
cheap        more 

3) It’s hotter today. 

gâm yaht   yiht   dîgâm yaht   yiht   dîgâm yaht   yiht   dîgâm yaht   yiht   dî    
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  today         hot    more 
 

(2) SuperlativesSuperlativesSuperlativesSuperlatives    

Superlative constructions are formed with “most: jeui” preceding the 

adjective:  

1) He is the tallest 

kéuih    jeui   gôukéuih    jeui   gôukéuih    jeui   gôukéuih    jeui   gôu    
  He        most     tall 

2) They are the richest 

kéuih deih  jeui   yáuh chínkéuih deih  jeui   yáuh chínkéuih deih  jeui   yáuh chínkéuih deih  jeui   yáuh chín    
   they         most     have  money (rich) 

 

5. ExerciseExerciseExerciseExercise    

(1) Predicative adjectivesPredicative adjectivesPredicative adjectivesPredicative adjectives    

1) You are smart! 
hints: add a modifier before the adjective “smart” 

_________________________________________ 

néih  hóu  lêknéih  hóu  lêknéih  hóu  lêknéih  hóu  lêk    

2) This table is expensive 
hints: add a modifier before the adjective “smart” 

MW of table   jêung 

_________________________________________ 

nînînînî    jêung  tói  hóu gwaijêung  tói  hóu gwaijêung  tói  hóu gwaijêung  tói  hóu gwai    

3) I am getting fatter 
_________________________________________ 

ngóh  fèih jóngóh  fèih jóngóh  fèih jóngóh  fèih jó    

4) You are getting much prettier 
_________________________________________ 

néih lengnéih lengnéih lengnéih leng----jó hóu dôjó hóu dôjó hóu dôjó hóu dô    

5) He is so early 
_________________________________________ 

kéuih gam jóukéuih gam jóukéuih gam jóukéuih gam jóu    
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6) She is so thin! 
_________________________________________ 

kéuih  hóu  saukéuih  hóu  saukéuih  hóu  saukéuih  hóu  sau    

7) You are so thin, you still eat so less? 
still    juhng 

eat    sihk 

so less   gam síu yéh 

_________________________________________ 

néih  gam  sau,  juhng  sihk  gam síu  yéhnéih  gam  sau,  juhng  sihk  gam síu  yéhnéih  gam  sau,  juhng  sihk  gam síu  yéhnéih  gam  sau,  juhng  sihk  gam síu  yéh    
 

(2) Attributive adjectives Attributive adjectives Attributive adjectives Attributive adjectives     

1) a hardworking student 
hardworking, diligent  kàhn lihk 

_________________________________________ 

kàhnkàhnkàhnkàhn----lihk ge hohklihk ge hohklihk ge hohklihk ge hohk----sâangsâangsâangsâang    

2) a big orange 
MW for orange  go 

orange   cháang 

_________________________________________ 

yât go daaih cháangyât go daaih cháangyât go daaih cháangyât go daaih cháang    
(single syllable for the modifier, no need to add “ge”) 

 

3) a very big orange 
_________________________________________ 

yât go hóu daaih ge cháangyât go hóu daaih ge cháangyât go hóu daaih ge cháangyât go hóu daaih ge cháang    

4) my watch / my watches 
MW for watch  jek 

watch   bîu / sáu bîu 

_________________________________________ 

ngóh ge sáungóh ge sáungóh ge sáungóh ge sáu----bîubîubîubîu    

5) my watch 
_________________________________________ 

ngóh jek sáungóh jek sáungóh jek sáungóh jek sáu----bîubîubîubîu    

6) my watches 
_________________________________________ 

ngóh dî sáungóh dî sáungóh dî sáungóh dî sáu----bîubîubîubîu    
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7) my money(uncountable) 
_________________________________________ 

ngóh dî chín / ngóh ge chínngóh dî chín / ngóh ge chínngóh dî chín / ngóh ge chínngóh dî chín / ngóh ge chín    

8) your company 
_________________________________________ 

néih gûngnéih gûngnéih gûngnéih gûng----sîsîsîsî    
 

(3) Comparison of AdjectivesComparison of AdjectivesComparison of AdjectivesComparison of Adjectives    

1) He is taller 
tall    gôu 

_________________________________________ 

kéuih gôukéuih gôukéuih gôukéuih gôu----dîdîdîdî    

2) This table is better 
tall    gôu 

_________________________________________ 

nînînînî----jêung tói hóujêung tói hóujêung tói hóujêung tói hóu----dîdîdîdî    

3) My wife is the best 
_________________________________________ 

ngóh taaingóh taaingóh taaingóh taai----táai jeuitáai jeuitáai jeuitáai jeui----hóuhóuhóuhóu    

4) You are the laziest student 
lazy    láahn 

_________________________________________ 

néih haih jeuinéih haih jeuinéih haih jeuinéih haih jeui----láahn ge hohkláahn ge hohkláahn ge hohkláahn ge hohk----sâangsâangsâangsâang    
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Unit 4 Numerals 

1. DefinitionDefinitionDefinitionDefinition    

Numerals are words that express numbers. 

Numerals and measure words are often used together. 
 

2. Ordinal NumbersOrdinal NumbersOrdinal NumbersOrdinal Numbers    

Placing the prefix “daih” before numerals can form ordinal numbers. 

1) 1st  

daih yâtdaih yâtdaih yâtdaih yât    

2) 2nd  

daih yihdaih yihdaih yihdaih yih    

3) 1000th  

daih yât chîndaih yât chîndaih yât chîndaih yât chîn    

� Sometimes cardinal numbers are used even they are actually in the 

sense of ordinal numbers 

4) 80 Nathan Road 

Nèih Dêung Douh   baat sahp    houhNèih Dêung Douh   baat sahp    houhNèih Dêung Douh   baat sahp    houhNèih Dêung Douh   baat sahp    houh    
  Nathan       Road          80           number 

5) I live on the 11th floor 

ngóh  jyuh  hái  sahp yât láungóh  jyuh  hái  sahp yât láungóh  jyuh  hái  sahp yât láungóh  jyuh  hái  sahp yât láu    
  I       live     on       11     floor 

 

3. Special numeralsSpecial numeralsSpecial numeralsSpecial numerals    

(1) 2222    

� Both “yih” and “léuhng” means 2. When one says “two of 

something”, ‘léuhng” is used instead of “yih”. 

One can also say that, before MW or nouns take no MW, ‘léuhng” is 

used instead of “yih” 
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1) two pens 

léuhng jî bât léuhng jî bât léuhng jî bât léuhng jî bât     

2) twenty-two pens (not two of something) 

yih sahp yih jî bât yih sahp yih jî bât yih sahp yih jî bât yih sahp yih jî bât     

3) two days (day takes no MW) 

léuhng yaht léuhng yaht léuhng yaht léuhng yaht     

4) two dollars (two of sth.) 

léuhng mân léuhng mân léuhng mân léuhng mân     

5) twenty dollars (not two of sth.) 

yihyihyihyih----sahp mân sahp mân sahp mân sahp mân     

6) $0.2 (20 cents)(two of “a-ten-cent”) 

léuhng hòuhléuhng hòuhléuhng hòuhléuhng hòuh----(jí)(jí)(jí)(jí)    
hòuh-jí is a measuring unit that is equal to ten cents 

7) $2.2 

léuhng go yih léuhng go yih léuhng go yih léuhng go yih     
“go” is the measure word for coins, means dollars here. “léuhng” is usually used before a 

MW. 

8) 2 dozen 

léuhng dâléuhng dâléuhng dâléuhng dâ    
 

(2) halfhalfhalfhalf    

� half can’t be used by itself 

1) half an apple 

bun go  pìhng gwóbun go  pìhng gwóbun go  pìhng gwóbun go  pìhng gwó    

2) one and a half apple 

ggggo bun  pìhng gwóo bun  pìhng gwóo bun  pìhng gwóo bun  pìhng gwó    

3) two and a half apple 

léuhng go bun  pìhng gwóléuhng go bun  pìhng gwóléuhng go bun  pìhng gwóléuhng go bun  pìhng gwó    
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4. ExerciseExerciseExerciseExercise    

(1) Ordinal NumbersOrdinal NumbersOrdinal NumbersOrdinal Numbers    

1) Peter is the first, David is the second, I am the third 
______________________________________________________ 

Peter daih yât, David daih yih, ngóh daih sâamPeter daih yât, David daih yih, ngóh daih sâamPeter daih yât, David daih yih, ngóh daih sâamPeter daih yât, David daih yih, ngóh daih sâam    

2) Page 10 
(10th page) 

page        yihp 

______________________________________________________ 

daih sahp yihpdaih sahp yihpdaih sahp yihpdaih sahp yihp    
 

(2) Special numeralsSpecial numeralsSpecial numeralsSpecial numerals    

1) We have $2 
have    yáuh 

_________________________________________ 

ngóh yáuh léuhng mânngóh yáuh léuhng mânngóh yáuh léuhng mânngóh yáuh léuhng mân    

2) Those children has $12 
_________________________________________ 

gógógógó----dî saidî saidî saidî sai----mânmânmânmân----jái yáuh sahpjái yáuh sahpjái yáuh sahpjái yáuh sahp----yih mânyih mânyih mânyih mân    

3) 2:10 
_________________________________________ 

léuhng dím yihléuhng dím yihléuhng dím yihléuhng dím yih    

léuhng dím léuhng go jihléuhng dím léuhng go jihléuhng dím léuhng go jihléuhng dím léuhng go jih    
“jih” is the measuring unit of “a-five-minute”. “go” is the MW for “jih”, léuhng is usually 

used before a MW. 

4) He has gone for half day 
gone    heui jó 

day    yaht (day takes no MW) 

_________________________________________ 

kéuih heui jó bun yahtkéuih heui jó bun yahtkéuih heui jó bun yahtkéuih heui jó bun yaht    

5) My daughter is one and half years old 
daughter   néui 

_________________________________________ 

ngóh go néui seui bunngóh go néui seui bunngóh go néui seui bunngóh go néui seui bun    
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6) I have come to Hong Kong for half month 
come    làih jó 

month   yuht (MW: go) 

_________________________________________ 

ngóh làihngóh làihngóh làihngóh làih----jó Hêungjó Hêungjó Hêungjó Hêung----Góng bun go yuhtGóng bun go yuhtGóng bun go yuhtGóng bun go yuht    
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Unit 5 Pronouns 

1. Definition:Definition:Definition:Definition:    

Pronouns are words that stand for nouns, verbs and adjectives. 
 

2. Personal PronounsPersonal PronounsPersonal PronounsPersonal Pronouns    

(1) Subjective &Subjective &Subjective &Subjective & Objective cases Objective cases Objective cases Objective cases    

 

    Subjective CaseSubjective CaseSubjective CaseSubjective Case    Objective CaseObjective CaseObjective CaseObjective Case    CantoneseCantoneseCantoneseCantonese    

1 I me ngóhngóhngóhngóh    
2 You you néihnéihnéihnéih    
3 He, She, It him, her, it kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih    
4 We us ngóh deihngóh deihngóh deihngóh deih    
5 You you néih deihnéih deihnéih deihnéih deih    
6 They them kéuih deihkéuih deihkéuih deihkéuih deih    

 

(2) Possessive casePossessive casePossessive casePossessive case    

    Possessive Possessive Possessive Possessive 

AdjectiveAdjectiveAdjectiveAdjective    

Possessive Possessive Possessive Possessive 

PronounPronounPronounPronoun    

CantoneseCantoneseCantoneseCantonese    

1 my mine ngóh      gengóh      gengóh      gengóh      ge    
2 your yours néih       genéih       genéih       genéih       ge    
3 his, her, its his, hers, its kéuih      gekéuih      gekéuih      gekéuih      ge    
4 our ours ngóh deih  gengóh deih  gengóh deih  gengóh deih  ge    
5 your yours néih deih   ge néih deih   ge néih deih   ge néih deih   ge     
6 their theirs kéuih deih  ge kéuih deih  ge kéuih deih  ge kéuih deih  ge     

Usually in possessive case, the MW is used instead of the “ge” 

“ge” or the MW is usually skipped in kinship , closed object or the 

organization that one belongs to. 

Examples 
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1) My wallet (“ge” can be skipped for wallet) 

ngóh ge ngàhnngóh ge ngàhnngóh ge ngàhnngóh ge ngàhn----bâaubâaubâaubâau    

ngóh go ngàhnngóh go ngàhnngóh go ngàhnngóh go ngàhn----bâaubâaubâaubâau    

ngóh ngàhn bâau ngóh ngàhn bâau ngóh ngàhn bâau ngóh ngàhn bâau     

2) My husband (ge is usually skipped) 

ngóh sînngóh sînngóh sînngóh sîn----sâangsâangsâangsâang    

3) My home (ge is usually skipped) 

ngóh ûkngóh ûkngóh ûkngóh ûk----kéikéikéikéi    

4) My company (ge is usually skipped) 

ngóh gûngngóh gûngngóh gûngngóh gûng----sîsîsîsî    

(3) Reflexive pronounsReflexive pronounsReflexive pronounsReflexive pronouns    

    Reflexive PronounReflexive PronounReflexive PronounReflexive Pronoun    CantoneseCantoneseCantoneseCantonese    

1 myself ngóh      jih géingóh      jih géingóh      jih géingóh      jih géi    
2 yourself néih       jih géinéih       jih géinéih       jih géinéih       jih géi    
3 himself, herself, itself kéuih      jih géikéuih      jih géikéuih      jih géikéuih      jih géi    
4 ourselves ngóh deih  jih géingóh deih  jih géingóh deih  jih géingóh deih  jih géi    
5 yourselves néih deih   jih géinéih deih   jih géinéih deih   jih géinéih deih   jih géi    
6 themselves kéuih deih  jih géi kéuih deih  jih géi kéuih deih  jih géi kéuih deih  jih géi     

 

 

3. Demonstrative PronounsDemonstrative PronounsDemonstrative PronounsDemonstrative Pronouns    
 

    EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    CantoneseCantoneseCantoneseCantonese    

1 This nî  go (MW)nî  go (MW)nî  go (MW)nî  go (MW)    
2 That gó  go (MW) gó  go (MW) gó  go (MW) gó  go (MW)     
3 These nî  dînî  dînî  dînî  dî    
4 Those gó  dîgó  dîgó  dîgó  dî    
5 Here nî  douhnî  douhnî  douhnî  douh    
6 There gó  douhgó  douhgó  douhgó  douh    
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This is “nî go” where the go is the MW only. When different object 

is referred, different MW has to be used. 

“go” is the most common MW and therefore is used here. 
 

4. Interrogative PronounsInterrogative PronounsInterrogative PronounsInterrogative Pronouns    

Interrogative pronouns take the place wither of the subject or of the 

object in a sentence. 

    EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    CantoneseCantoneseCantoneseCantonese    

1 Who bîn  gobîn  gobîn  gobîn  go    
2 What mât  yéh,  mêmât  yéh,  mêmât  yéh,  mêmât  yéh,  mê↗↗↗↗(short form)(short form)(short form)(short form)    
3 Which bîn  go bîn  go bîn  go bîn  go (MW)(MW)(MW)(MW)    
4 Where bîn  douhbîn  douhbîn  douhbîn  douh    
5 How long géi  noih (refer to time, not length)géi  noih (refer to time, not length)géi  noih (refer to time, not length)géi  noih (refer to time, not length)    
6 How many géi  dô géi  dô géi  dô géi  dô     

 

Who must refer to people, therefore the MW must be “go”. For 

“Which”, it may refer different object; therefore the corresponding 

MW has to be used. 
 

5. ExerciseExerciseExerciseExercise    

(1) Personal PronounsPersonal PronounsPersonal PronounsPersonal Pronouns    

1) I am/haih/ Hong Kong people  
people    yàhn 

_________________________________________ 

ngóh haih Hêungngóh haih Hêungngóh haih Hêungngóh haih Hêung----Góng yàhnGóng yàhnGóng yàhnGóng yàhn    

2) You (plural) are not Hong Kong people 
_________________________________________ 

néihnéihnéihnéih----deih ¬hdeih ¬hdeih ¬hdeih ¬h----haih Hêunghaih Hêunghaih Hêunghaih Hêung----Góng yàhnGóng yàhnGóng yàhnGóng yàhn    

3) Are they are foreigners 
(they be not be foreigners) 

foreigners   ngoih gwok yàhn 
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_________________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih haihdeih haihdeih haihdeih haih----¬h¬h¬h¬h----haih ngoihhaih ngoihhaih ngoihhaih ngoih----gwok yàhn a?gwok yàhn a?gwok yàhn a?gwok yàhn a?    
 

(2) PossePossePossePossessive Pronounsssive Pronounsssive Pronounsssive Pronouns    

1) Your (singular) dress is very beautiful 
dress    kwàhn 

_________________________________________ 

néih tìuh kwàhn hóu lengnéih tìuh kwàhn hóu lengnéih tìuh kwàhn hóu lengnéih tìuh kwàhn hóu leng    

2) Your (plural) dresses are very beautiful 
_________________________________________ 

néihnéihnéihnéih----deih dî kwàhn hóu lengdeih dî kwàhn hóu lengdeih dî kwàhn hóu lengdeih dî kwàhn hóu leng    

3) Her wallet is lost 
lost     ¬h gin jó 

_________________________________________ 

kéuih go ngàhnkéuih go ngàhnkéuih go ngàhnkéuih go ngàhn----bâau ¬hbâau ¬hbâau ¬hbâau ¬h----gingingingin----jójójójó    

kéuih ngàhnkéuih ngàhnkéuih ngàhnkéuih ngàhn----bâau ¬hbâau ¬hbâau ¬hbâau ¬h----gingingingin----jójójójó    

4) You husband is very nice 
nice    hóu yàhn 

_________________________________________ 

néih sînnéih sînnéih sînnéih sîn----sâang hóu hóusâang hóu hóusâang hóu hóusâang hóu hóu----(yàhn)(yàhn)(yàhn)(yàhn)    
Cantonese won’t say “I like your husband”. Like is “jûng yi” which is the same as “love”. 

5) Your home is very big 
home    ûk kéi 

big    daaih 

_________________________________________ 

néih ûknéih ûknéih ûknéih ûk----kéi hóu daaihkéi hóu daaihkéi hóu daaihkéi hóu daaih    
 

(3) Reflexive PronounsReflexive PronounsReflexive PronounsReflexive Pronouns    

1) You yourselves make the mistake 
make the mistake    jouh cho (do wrong) 

_________________________________________ 

néih jihnéih jihnéih jihnéih jih----géi jouh chogéi jouh chogéi jouh chogéi jouh cho    

2) They themselves are careless 
careless   ¬h síu sâm (not careful) 

_________________________________________ 
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kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih jihdeih jihdeih jihdeih jih----géi ¬hgéi ¬hgéi ¬hgéi ¬h----síusíusíusíu----sâmsâmsâmsâm    
 

(4) Demonstrative PronounsDemonstrative PronounsDemonstrative PronounsDemonstrative Pronouns    

1) This is an watermelon 
is     haih 

_________________________________________ 

nînînînî----go haih sâigo haih sâigo haih sâigo haih sâi----gwâgwâgwâgwâ    

2) These are watermelons 
_________________________________________ 

nînînînî----dî haih sâidî haih sâidî haih sâidî haih sâi----gwâgwâgwâgwâ    

3) That is a book 
book    syû (MW: bún) 

_________________________________________ 

gógógógó----bún haih syûbún haih syûbún haih syûbún haih syû    

4) Those are books 
_________________________________________ 

gógógógó----dî haih syûdî haih syûdî haih syûdî haih syû    

5) This is water 
_________________________________________ 

nînînînî----dî haih séuidî haih séuidî haih séuidî haih séui    

6) That is water 
_________________________________________ 

gógógógó----dî haih séuidî haih séuidî haih séuidî haih séui    

7) It is Hong Kong here 
(here is Hong Kong) 

_________________________________________ 

nînînînî----douh haih Hêungdouh haih Hêungdouh haih Hêungdouh haih Hêung----GóngGóngGóngGóng    

8) It is mainland there 
mainland   daaih luhk 

_________________________________________ 

gógógógó----douh haih daaihdouh haih daaihdouh haih daaihdouh haih daaih----luhkluhkluhkluhk    
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(5) Interrogative PronounsInterrogative PronounsInterrogative PronounsInterrogative Pronouns    

1) Who are you? 
(you are who?) 

_________________________________________ 

néih haih bînnéih haih bînnéih haih bînnéih haih bîn----go a?go a?go a?go a?    

2) What is it? 
(this is what?) 

_________________________________________ 

nînînînî----go haih mâtgo haih mâtgo haih mâtgo haih mât----yéh a?yéh a?yéh a?yéh a?    

3) Which is better (which pen) ? 
MW for pen   jî 

_________________________________________ 

bînbînbînbîn----jî hóujî hóujî hóujî hóu----dî a?dî a?dî a?dî a?    

4) Where is your home?  
(your home in where?) 

in/at/on   hái 

_________________________________________ 

néih ûknéih ûknéih ûknéih ûk----kéi hái bînkéi hái bînkéi hái bînkéi hái bîn----douh a?douh a?douh a?douh a?    

5) How many people ? 
_________________________________________ 

géi dô yàhn a?géi dô yàhn a?géi dô yàhn a?géi dô yàhn a?    
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Unit 6 Verbs 

1. DefinitionDefinitionDefinitionDefinition    

Verbs are the words that express the action, behaviour or change of a 

person or a thing. 
 

2. A sentence may take no verbsA sentence may take no verbsA sentence may take no verbsA sentence may take no verbs    

In English, a sentence must take a verb, however in Cantonese, a 

complete may take no verb 

1) The baby is very cute 

  go   bìh bî   hóu  dâk yi  go   bìh bî   hóu  dâk yi  go   bìh bî   hóu  dâk yi  go   bìh bî   hóu  dâk yi    
  MW(the)   baby     very     cute 

2) I am sick / I feel sick 

ngóh  ¬h  syû fuhkngóh  ¬h  syû fuhkngóh  ¬h  syû fuhkngóh  ¬h  syû fuhk    
 I       not     comfortable 

 

3. No Variation in formNo Variation in formNo Variation in formNo Variation in form    

Cantonese verbs do not vary in form according to number, person or 

tense. 

1) I like eating beef 

ngóh  jûng yi  sihk  ngàuh yuhkngóh  jûng yi  sihk  ngàuh yuhkngóh  jûng yi  sihk  ngàuh yuhkngóh  jûng yi  sihk  ngàuh yuhk    

2) She likes eating fish 

kéuih  jûng yi  sihk  kéuih  jûng yi  sihk  kéuih  jûng yi  sihk  kéuih  jûng yi  sihk  yúyúyúyú    

3) I am going to Tsim Sha Tsui / I went to Tsim Sha Tsui 

ngóh  heui  Jîm Sâ Jéuingóh  heui  Jîm Sâ Jéuingóh  heui  Jîm Sâ Jéuingóh  heui  Jîm Sâ Jéui    
 

4. Tense Tense Tense Tense ---- Time Time Time Time    

� Tenses compose of “time” and “aspect”. 
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Examples of time: yesterday, now, tomorrow, now, … 

In Cantonese, the time of an action is mainly expressed by time 

words instead of the verb itself 

1) I always go to Central 

ngóh  sìhng yaht  heui  Jûngngóh  sìhng yaht  heui  Jûngngóh  sìhng yaht  heui  Jûngngóh  sìhng yaht  heui  Jûng----WàahnWàahnWàahnWàahn    
 I          always        go        Central 

2) Yesterday, I went to Central 

chàhm yaht,  ngóh  heui  Jûngchàhm yaht,  ngóh  heui  Jûngchàhm yaht,  ngóh  heui  Jûngchàhm yaht,  ngóh  heui  Jûng----Wàahn Wàahn Wàahn Wàahn     
   yesterday,        I        go        Central 

“chàhm yaht” shows the action was in the past 

3) Tomorrow, I will go to Central 

tîngtîngtîngtîng----yaht,  ngóh  heui  Jûng Wàahnyaht,  ngóh  heui  Jûng Wàahnyaht,  ngóh  heui  Jûng Wàahnyaht,  ngóh  heui  Jûng Wàahn    
  tomorrow,      I        go       Central 

“tîng yaht” shows the action is in the future 

4) Tomorrow, I will go to Central 

tîngtîngtîngtîng----yaht,  ngóh  wúih  heui  Jûng Wàayaht,  ngóh  wúih  heui  Jûng Wàayaht,  ngóh  wúih  heui  Jûng Wàayaht,  ngóh  wúih  heui  Jûng Wàahnhnhnhn    
  tomorrow,      I        will     go       Central 

� wúih can be added before the verb to shows the willingness of the 

action rather than show it’s a future tense. 

wúih helps with the “modal” rather than the “tense” of a sentence. 

wúih is somehow similar to “would” in “I would ….” 

Actually people use tîng yaht to show its future tense instead. 
 

5. Tense Tense Tense Tense ---- Aspect Aspect Aspect Aspect    

An action may be in stage of progression, continuation or completion, 

and these different stages of an action are known as aspects. 

The aspect and the time of an action are separately shown. 

Cantonese add an additional “aspect particle” to show the aspect – 

the state of the action. 

� There are 4 aspect particles. 
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Name Abbr. Indicate Eng Cant 

Perfective PFV the completion of an 

action 

ed jó 

Experiential EXP a certain experience in 

the past 

ed gwo 

Progressive PROG the progressive aspect ing gán  

Continuous CONT the continuous aspect ing jyuh 
 

(1) Perfective AspectPerfective AspectPerfective AspectPerfective Aspect    

When people just state an action happen in the past, don’t use “jó”. 

When people want to indicate the completion of an action, “jó” is 

used. Usually it is used to emphasis of the action or the effects of the 

action still there. Moreover, in English, if it will use perfect tense 

usually in Cantonese, people use the aspect particle “jó” as well. 

Sometimes in English, people used simple past tense, Cantonese still 

use the “jó”. 

1) I’ve bought a pen 

ngóh    máaih    jó       jî     bâtngóh    máaih    jó       jî     bâtngóh    máaih    jó       jî     bâtngóh    máaih    jó       jî     bât    
I           bought    PFV(ed)        MW      coat 

2) He died 

kéuih   séi   jókéuih   séi   jókéuih   séi   jókéuih   séi   jó    
 he        die    PFV(ed) 

Negative form: 

3) He hasn’t died yet 

kéuih   meih  séikéuih   meih  séikéuih   meih  séikéuih   meih  séi    
 he         not yet   die  

Question form: 

4) Have you bought it? 

néih  máaih jó  meih  a?néih  máaih jó  meih  a?néih  máaih jó  meih  a?néih  máaih jó  meih  a?    
 he       buy   ed    not yet   PRT 

Again, it is in A-not-A format: bought not yet? 
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(2) Experiential AspectExperiential AspectExperiential AspectExperiential Aspect    

It’s used to express a certain experience in the past.  

1) I have been to England 

ngóh    heui    gwo     Yîng Gwokngóh    heui    gwo     Yîng Gwokngóh    heui    gwo     Yîng Gwokngóh    heui    gwo     Yîng Gwok    
I          go          EXP        England 

 

Negative form: 

2) I have never been to England. 

ngóh    meih  heui    gwo     Yîng Gwokngóh    meih  heui    gwo     Yîng Gwokngóh    meih  heui    gwo     Yîng Gwokngóh    meih  heui    gwo     Yîng Gwok    
I           not yet     go         EXP        England 

ngóh    móuh  heui    gwo     Yîng Gwokngóh    móuh  heui    gwo     Yîng Gwokngóh    móuh  heui    gwo     Yîng Gwokngóh    móuh  heui    gwo     Yîng Gwok    
I           not have    go         EXP        England 

 

Question form: 

3) Have you been to England? 

néih    heui   gwo   Yîng Gwok    meih      a?néih    heui   gwo   Yîng Gwok    meih      a?néih    heui   gwo   Yîng Gwok    meih      a?néih    heui   gwo   Yîng Gwok    meih      a?    
 you         go       EXP      England           not yet       PRT 

néih    yáuh móuh   heui    gwo   Yîng Gwok  a?néih    yáuh móuh   heui    gwo   Yîng Gwok  a?néih    yáuh móuh   heui    gwo   Yîng Gwok  a?néih    yáuh móuh   heui    gwo   Yîng Gwok  a?    
you         have  not have     go         EXP      England       PRT 

 

(3) Progressive Aspect Progressive Aspect Progressive Aspect Progressive Aspect     

It’s very similar to the continuous tense in English. 

1) I am walking 

ngóh  hàahng gánngóh  hàahng gánngóh  hàahng gánngóh  hàahng gán    
  I         walk   ing 

2) I am watching TV 

ngóh  tái gán   dihn sihngóh  tái gán   dihn sihngóh  tái gán   dihn sihngóh  tái gán   dihn sih    
  I      watch ing       TV 

Negative form: 

3) I am not watching TV 

ngóh  ¬h haih  tái gán   dihn sihngóh  ¬h haih  tái gán   dihn sihngóh  ¬h haih  tái gán   dihn sihngóh  ¬h haih  tái gán   dihn sih    
  I       not   be    watch ing        TV 

Question form: 
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4) Are you watching TV? 

néih  haih ¬h haih  tái gán   dihn sih  a?néih  haih ¬h haih  tái gán   dihn sih  a?néih  haih ¬h haih  tái gán   dihn sih  a?néih  haih ¬h haih  tái gán   dihn sih  a?    
  I       be   not   be     watch ing        TV     PRT? 

 

(4) Continuous AspectContinuous AspectContinuous AspectContinuous Aspect    

It help to indicate the continuation either of an action or of a state as 

the result of an action. 

1) Please help me to hold the bag 

¬h¬h¬h¬h----gôi  bông ngóh  gôi  bông ngóh  gôi  bông ngóh  gôi  bông ngóh  llllîng  jyuh     go dóiîng  jyuh     go dóiîng  jyuh     go dóiîng  jyuh     go dói    
 please      help   me      hold   CONT(ing)   MW(the) bag 

The action is continuous, but no progression. Actually you are asking 

people to “holding” the bag instead of just “hold” and then “drop” it.  

2) I am looking at the TV 

ngóh  mohng   jyuh    go  dihn sihngóh  mohng   jyuh    go  dihn sihngóh  mohng   jyuh    go  dihn sihngóh  mohng   jyuh    go  dihn sih    
  I        look      CONT(ing)   the     TV 

The action is continuous, but no progression. 

The action of watching has progression as the person watch some 

programs and get some information etc. 

The action of looking has no progression as the TV is turn off and the 

person just look at a stand still object. 

3) They tie the cow. 

kéuih deih  bóng  jyuh    jek   ngàuhkéuih deih  bóng  jyuh    jek   ngàuhkéuih deih  bóng  jyuh    jek   ngàuhkéuih deih  bóng  jyuh    jek   ngàuh    
       they       tie   CONT(ing)  MW(the)    cow 

The action of “tie” has been completed but the state of the result of 

“tie” continues 

4) Watch out! 

tái    jyuh  tái    jyuh  tái    jyuh  tái    jyuh    a!  a!  a!  a!    
watch  CONT(ing)   PRT 

The action of “watch” is continuous 

 

Parts of Speech                                                                Page 28 

Negative forms: 

5) They don’t tie the cow. 

kéuih deih  ¬h haih  bóng jyuh    jek  ngàuhkéuih deih  ¬h haih  bóng jyuh    jek  ngàuhkéuih deih  ¬h haih  bóng jyuh    jek  ngàuhkéuih deih  ¬h haih  bóng jyuh    jek  ngàuh    
    they        not  be       tie   CONT(ing)  MW(the)  cow 

6) They haven’t tied the cow. 

kéuih deih  móuh   kéuih deih  móuh   kéuih deih  móuh   kéuih deih  móuh    bóng jyuh    jek  ngàuh bóng jyuh    jek  ngàuh bóng jyuh    jek  ngàuh bóng jyuh    jek  ngàuh    
    they        not have       tie   CONT(ing)  MW(the)  cow 

 

Question forms: 

7) Do they tie the cow?. 

kéuih deih  haih ¬h haih  bóng jyuh  jek ngàuh  a?kéuih deih  haih ¬h haih  bóng jyuh  jek ngàuh  a?kéuih deih  haih ¬h haih  bóng jyuh  jek ngàuh  a?kéuih deih  haih ¬h haih  bóng jyuh  jek ngàuh  a?    
    they          be   not  be       tie   CONT  MW(the)  cow   PRT? 

8) Have they tied the cow? 

kéuih deih  yáuh móuh    bóng jyuh  jek ngàuh  a?kéuih deih  yáuh móuh    bóng jyuh  jek ngàuh  a?kéuih deih  yáuh móuh    bóng jyuh  jek ngàuh  a?kéuih deih  yáuh móuh    bóng jyuh  jek ngàuh  a?    
    they        have   not have       tie   CONT   MW(the) cow   PRT? 

 

6. VerbVerbVerbVerb----Object compoundsObject compoundsObject compoundsObject compounds    

Many “verb” are actually verb object compound, aspect particle has 

to be place between them, just after the verb. 

1) have meal 

sihk faahnsihk faahnsihk faahnsihk faahn    
 eat   rice 

2) I am having meal 

ngóh  sihk  gán     faahnngóh  sihk  gán     faahnngóh  sihk  gán     faahnngóh  sihk  gán     faahn    
  I       eat   PROG(ing)     rice 

3) I have eaten my meal 

ngóh  sihk  jó    faahnngóh  sihk  jó    faahnngóh  sihk  jó    faahnngóh  sihk  jó    faahn    
  I       eat  PFV(ed)     rice 

4) drive 

jâ  chêjâ  chêjâ  chêjâ  chê    
drive  car 
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5) sleep 

fan       gaaufan       gaaufan       gaaufan       gaau    
sleep(verb)  the noun of a sleep 

6) bath 

chûng  lèuhngchûng  lèuhngchûng  lèuhngchûng  lèuhng    
bath(verb)   a bath 

 

7. ExerciseExerciseExerciseExercise    

(1) Perfective AspectPerfective AspectPerfective AspectPerfective Aspect    

1) Yesterday, I bought a pen. 
______________________________________________________ 

kàhm yaht,  ngóh  máaih jó  yât jî bâtkàhm yaht,  ngóh  máaih jó  yât jî bâtkàhm yaht,  ngóh  máaih jó  yât jî bâtkàhm yaht,  ngóh  máaih jó  yât jî bât    

2) The reporters has gone there 
______________________________________________________ 

dî gei jé  dôu  heui jó  gó douhdî gei jé  dôu  heui jó  gó douhdî gei jé  dôu  heui jó  gó douhdî gei jé  dôu  heui jó  gó douh    

3) I’ve eaten a lot and so I’m very full 
a lot    hóu dô yéh 

so    só yíh 

full    báau 

______________________________________________________ 

ngóh sihkngóh sihkngóh sihkngóh sihk----jó hóujó hóujó hóujó hóu----dô yéh, sódô yéh, sódô yéh, sódô yéh, só----yíh ngóh hóu báyíh ngóh hóu báyíh ngóh hóu báyíh ngóh hóu báauauauau    

4) He hasn’t taken any medicine. 
______________________________________________________ 

kéuih  móuh sihk  yeukkéuih  móuh sihk  yeukkéuih  móuh sihk  yeukkéuih  móuh sihk  yeuk    

5) Last week, I haven’t bought any pens. 
last week   seuhng go láih baai 

______________________________________________________ 

seuhng go láihseuhng go láihseuhng go láihseuhng go láih----baai,baai,baai,baai, ngóh móuh máaih bât ngóh móuh máaih bât ngóh móuh máaih bât ngóh móuh máaih bât    

6) She hasn’t cook the dinner yet 
cook the dinner     jyú faahnjyú faahnjyú faahnjyú faahn 

______________________________________________________ 

kéuih meih jyú faahnkéuih meih jyú faahnkéuih meih jyú faahnkéuih meih jyú faahn    

7) Has he take any medicine? 
______________________________________________________ 
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kéuih  yáuh móuh  sikéuih  yáuh móuh  sikéuih  yáuh móuh  sikéuih  yáuh móuh  sihk  yeuk  a?hk  yeuk  a?hk  yeuk  a?hk  yeuk  a?    

8) Have you taken the medicine yet? 
______________________________________________________ 

néih sihknéih sihknéih sihknéih sihk----jó yeuhk meih a?jó yeuhk meih a?jó yeuhk meih a?jó yeuhk meih a?    
 

(2) Experiential AspectExperiential AspectExperiential AspectExperiential Aspect    

1) I have been to China 
China   Jûng-Gwok 

______________________________________________________ 

ngóh heui gwongóh heui gwongóh heui gwongóh heui gwo Jûng Jûng Jûng Jûng----GwokGwokGwokGwok    

2) I have never been to Europe 
Europe   Âu Jâu 

______________________________________________________ 

ngóh meih heuingóh meih heuingóh meih heuingóh meih heui----gwo Âu Jâugwo Âu Jâugwo Âu Jâugwo Âu Jâu    

ngóh móuh heuingóh móuh heuingóh móuh heuingóh móuh heui----gwo Âu Jâugwo Âu Jâugwo Âu Jâugwo Âu Jâu    

3) Have you been to Lan Kwai Fong? 
Lan Kwai Fong  Làahn Gwai Fông 

______________________________________________________ 

néih yáuh móuh heui gwo Làahn Gwai Fông a?néih yáuh móuh heui gwo Làahn Gwai Fông a?néih yáuh móuh heui gwo Làahn Gwai Fông a?néih yáuh móuh heui gwo Làahn Gwai Fông a?    

néih heui gwo Làahn Gwai Fông meih a?néih heui gwo Làahn Gwai Fông meih a?néih heui gwo Làahn Gwai Fông meih a?néih heui gwo Làahn Gwai Fông meih a?    
 

(3) Progressive Aspect Progressive Aspect Progressive Aspect Progressive Aspect     

1) I am writing. 
______________________________________________________ 

ngóh  sé  gán  jihngóh  sé  gán  jihngóh  sé  gán  jihngóh  sé  gán  jih    

2) Yesterday 3:00, I was watching TV. 
______________________________________________________ 

kàhm yaht  sâam dím,  ngóh  tái  gán  dihn sihkàhm yaht  sâam dím,  ngóh  tái  gán  dihn sihkàhm yaht  sâam dím,  ngóh  tái  gán  dihn sihkàhm yaht  sâam dím,  ngóh  tái  gán  dihn sih    

3) I am not writing. 
______________________________________________________ 

ngóh  ¬h haih  sé  gán  jih ngóh  ¬h haih  sé  gán  jih ngóh  ¬h haih  sé  gán  jih ngóh  ¬h haih  sé  gán  jih     

4) Are you writing. 
______________________________________________________ 

néih  haih ¬h haih  sé  gán  jih   a ?néih  haih ¬h haih  sé  gán  jih   a ?néih  haih ¬h haih  sé  gán  jih   a ?néih  haih ¬h haih  sé  gán  jih   a ?    
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5) Now I am singing 
sing    cheung gô (lit.: sing song) 

______________________________________________________ 

yìhyìhyìhyìh----gâ, ngóh cheung gán gôgâ, ngóh cheung gán gôgâ, ngóh cheung gán gôgâ, ngóh cheung gán gô    

6) He is not doing homework, he is playing the toy car 
______________________________________________________ 

kéuih ¬hkéuih ¬hkéuih ¬hkéuih ¬h----haih jouhhaih jouhhaih jouhhaih jouh----gán gûnggán gûnggán gûnggán gûng----fo,fo,fo,fo,    

kéuih haih wáankéuih haih wáankéuih haih wáankéuih haih wáan----gán ga wuhngán ga wuhngán ga wuhngán ga wuhn----geuih chêgeuih chêgeuih chêgeuih chê    
When one wants to emphasis, “haih” can be added before the verb, play: wáan 

 

(4) Continuous AspectContinuous AspectContinuous AspectContinuous Aspect    

1) The student is carrying his schoolbag 
schoolbag   syû bâau 

______________________________________________________ 

go hohkgo hohkgo hohkgo hohk----sâang sâang sâang sâang llllîngîngîngîng----jyuh go syûjyuh go syûjyuh go syûjyuh go syû----bâaubâaubâaubâau    

2) Have they tied the cat? 
______________________________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih yáuh móuh bóngdeih yáuh móuh bóngdeih yáuh móuh bóngdeih yáuh móuh bóng----jyuh jek mâau a?jyuh jek mâau a?jyuh jek mâau a?jyuh jek mâau a?    

3) No, they haven’t tied the cat 
______________________________________________________ 

móuh, kéuihmóuh, kéuihmóuh, kéuihmóuh, kéuih----deih móuh bóngdeih móuh bóngdeih móuh bóngdeih móuh bóng----jyuh jek mâaujyuh jek mâaujyuh jek mâaujyuh jek mâau    

4) Does Peter look at Mary? 
______________________________________________________ 

Peter haihPeter haihPeter haihPeter haih----¬h¬h¬h¬h----haih mohnghaih mohnghaih mohnghaih mohng----jyuh Mary a?jyuh Mary a?jyuh Mary a?jyuh Mary a?    

5) No, Peter doesn’t look at Mary, he looks at Kitty. 
______________________________________________________ 

¬h haih, Peter ¬h¬h haih, Peter ¬h¬h haih, Peter ¬h¬h haih, Peter ¬h----haih mohnghaih mohnghaih mohnghaih mohng----jyuh Mary, kéuih haih jyuh Mary, kéuih haih jyuh Mary, kéuih haih jyuh Mary, kéuih haih 

mohngmohngmohngmohng----jyuh Kittyjyuh Kittyjyuh Kittyjyuh Kitty    
 

(5) VerbVerbVerbVerb----Object compoundObject compoundObject compoundObject compound    

1) She is driving 
______________________________________________________ 

kéuih  jâ  gán  chêkéuih  jâ  gán  chêkéuih  jâ  gán  chêkéuih  jâ  gán  chê    
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2) The baby is sleeping 
baby   bìh-bî 

______________________________________________________ 

go bìhgo bìhgo bìhgo bìh----bî  fan gán  gaaubî  fan gán  gaaubî  fan gán  gaaubî  fan gán  gaau    

3) He has slept 
______________________________________________________ 

kéuih  fan jó gaaukéuih  fan jó gaaukéuih  fan jó gaaukéuih  fan jó gaau    

4) The child is bathing 
child   sai mân jái 

______________________________________________________ 

go sai mân jái  chûng gán lèuhnggo sai mân jái  chûng gán lèuhnggo sai mân jái  chûng gán lèuhnggo sai mân jái  chûng gán lèuhng    
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Unit 7 Adverbs 

1. DefinitionDefinitionDefinitionDefinition    

They modify verbs or adjectives by expressing time, scope, quality, 

state or degree. 

Adverbs have to be come before the verbs they modify 
 

2. DegreeDegreeDegreeDegree    
1) very beautiful 

hóu  lenghóu  lenghóu  lenghóu  leng    

2) quite beautiful 

géi  lenggéi  lenggéi  lenggéi  leng    

3) most beautiful 

jeui  lengjeui  lengjeui  lengjeui  leng    
 

3. TimeTimeTimeTime    
1) now 

yìh gâyìh gâyìh gâyìh gâ    

2) What are you doing now? 

néih  yìh gâ  jouh gán  mât yéh  a?néih  yìh gâ  jouh gán  mât yéh  a?néih  yìh gâ  jouh gán  mât yéh  a?néih  yìh gâ  jouh gán  mât yéh  a?    
 you       now     do   ing       what     PRT? 

3) just before, a minute ago 

jing wahjing wahjing wahjing wah    

4) Someone looked for you a minute ago. 

jing wah  yáuh  yjing wah  yáuh  yjing wah  yáuh  yjing wah  yáuh  yàhn   wán   néih àhn   wán   néih àhn   wán   néih àhn   wán   néih     
 just before     have    person    look for    you 

5) always 

sìhng  yahtsìhng  yahtsìhng  yahtsìhng  yaht    
 whole    day 
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6) always go to play 

sìhng  yaht  heui  wáansìhng  yaht  heui  wáansìhng  yaht  heui  wáansìhng  yaht  heui  wáan    
 whole     day     go     play 

7) sometimes 

yáuh   sìhyáuh   sìhyáuh   sìhyáuh   sìh    
 have     time 

8) sometimes not free 

yáuh   sìh   ¬h  dâk  hàahyáuh   sìh   ¬h  dâk  hàahyáuh   sìh   ¬h  dâk  hàahyáuh   sìh   ¬h  dâk  hàahnnnn    
 have      time    not    can      free 

9) soon, then 

jauhjauhjauhjauh    

10) go straight, then you will see it (soon) 

jihk heui,  jauh   wúih  gin  dóujihk heui,  jauh   wúih  gin  dóujihk heui,  jauh   wúih  gin  dóujihk heui,  jauh   wúih  gin  dóu    
straight  go,   soon ,then   will     see   can 

 

4. StateStateStateState    
1) suddenly 

dahk yìhndahk yìhndahk yìhndahk yìhn    

2) suddenly  fell down 

dahk yìhn  dit  dâidahk yìhn  dit  dâidahk yìhn  dit  dâidahk yìhn  dit  dâi    
   suddenly,     fell  down 

3) fortunately 

hóu  chóihóu  chóihóu  chóihóu  chói    
good    fate 

4) fortunately, I haven’t been late. 

hóu  chói,  ngóh  móuh   chìh douhóu  chói,  ngóh  móuh   chìh douhóu  chói,  ngóh  móuh   chìh douhóu  chói,  ngóh  móuh   chìh dou    
fortunately,   I      not have   late  arrive 

5) still, even 

juhngjuhngjuhngjuhng    

6) It’s still very cold now. 

yìh gâ  juhng  haih  hóu   dungyìh gâ  juhng  haih  hóu   dungyìh gâ  juhng  haih  hóu   dungyìh gâ  juhng  haih  hóu   dung    
  now,      still       be     very      cold 
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7) Peter is even naughtier than David 

Peter  juhng    yáih     gwo   DavidPeter  juhng    yáih     gwo   DavidPeter  juhng    yáih     gwo   DavidPeter  juhng    yáih     gwo   David    
 Peter      even      naughtier      than     David 

8) both …and …  

yauh … yauh …yauh … yauh …yauh … yauh …yauh … yauh …    

(can repeat more than two times) 

9) He is foolish and lazy 

kéuih  yauh  chkéuih  yauh  chkéuih  yauh  chkéuih  yauh  chéun  yauh  láahnéun  yauh  láahnéun  yauh  láahnéun  yauh  láahn    
   he      and      foolish     and    lazy 

10) He is fail again! 

kéuih  yauh  ¬h  hahp gaak  la !kéuih  yauh  ¬h  hahp gaak  la !kéuih  yauh  ¬h  hahp gaak  la !kéuih  yauh  ¬h  hahp gaak  la !    
  he       again   not        pass       PRT 

11) again 

joijoijoijoi    

12) see you again 

joi  ginjoi  ginjoi  ginjoi  gin    
 

5. ScopeScopeScopeScope    
1) also, too 

dôudôudôudôu    

2) He is also very fat 

kéuih  dôu  hóu  fèihkéuih  dôu  hóu  fèihkéuih  dôu  hóu  fèihkéuih  dôu  hóu  fèih    

3) only 

jihng haihjihng haihjihng haihjihng haih    
only    be 

4) He always only plays but not doing homework 

kéuih  jihng haih  wáan,  ¬h jouh  gûng fokéuih  jihng haih  wáan,  ¬h jouh  gûng fokéuih  jihng haih  wáan,  ¬h jouh  gûng fokéuih  jihng haih  wáan,  ¬h jouh  gûng fo    
   he        only         play ,      not  do     homework 
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6. ExerciseExerciseExerciseExercise    

(1) DegreeDegreeDegreeDegree    

1) You are very silly 
silly   sòh 

______________________________________________________ 

néih hóu sòhnéih hóu sòhnéih hóu sòhnéih hóu sòh    

2) He is the worst 
bad   châ 

______________________________________________________ 

kéuih jeui châkéuih jeui châkéuih jeui châkéuih jeui châ    
 

(2) TimeTimeTimeTime    

1) Where have you gone just before? 
______________________________________________________ 

jingjingjingjing----wah néih heuiwah néih heuiwah néih heuiwah néih heui----jó bînjó bînjó bînjó bîn----(douh) a?(douh) a?(douh) a?(douh) a?    

2) You always shopping around 
shopping around  hàahng-gâai máaih-yéh (walk streets buy things) 

______________________________________________________ 

néih sìhngnéih sìhngnéih sìhngnéih sìhng----yaht hàahngyaht hàahngyaht hàahngyaht hàahng----gâai máaihgâai máaihgâai máaihgâai máaih----yéhyéhyéhyéh    

3) I’m sorry, I’m not free now 
not free   ¬h dâk-hàahn 

______________________________________________________ 

¬h¬h¬h¬h----hóu yihóu yihóu yihóu yi----si, ngóh yìhsi, ngóh yìhsi, ngóh yìhsi, ngóh yìh----gâ ¬h dâkgâ ¬h dâkgâ ¬h dâkgâ ¬h dâk----hàahnhàahnhàahnhàahn    
 

(3) StateStateStateState    

1) I am sick suddenly 
______________________________________________________ 

ngóh dahkngóh dahkngóh dahkngóh dahk----yìhn ¬h syû fuhkyìhn ¬h syû fuhkyìhn ¬h syû fuhkyìhn ¬h syû fuhk    

2) fortunately, I didn’t lost my wallet 
______________________________________________________ 

hóuhóuhóuhóu----chói, ngóh móuh ¬hchói, ngóh móuh ¬hchói, ngóh móuh ¬hchói, ngóh móuh ¬h----gin go ngàahn bâaugin go ngàahn bâaugin go ngàahn bâaugin go ngàahn bâau    

3) It’s still very hot yesterday 
______________________________________________________ 
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chàhmchàhmchàhmchàhm----yaht juhngyaht juhngyaht juhngyaht juhng----haih hóu yihthaih hóu yihthaih hóu yihthaih hóu yiht    

4) He is lazy, you are even more lazy 
______________________________________________________ 

kéuih láahn, néih juhng láahnkéuih láahn, néih juhng láahnkéuih láahn, néih juhng láahnkéuih láahn, néih juhng láahn    

5) She is both pretty and smart, of course she won’t love you 
______________________________________________________ 

kéuih yauh leng yauh lêk, gángkéuih yauh leng yauh lêk, gángkéuih yauh leng yauh lêk, gángkéuih yauh leng yauh lêk, gáng----haih ¬hhaih ¬hhaih ¬hhaih ¬h----wúih jûngwúih jûngwúih jûngwúih jûng----yi néih lâyi néih lâyi néih lâyi néih lâ    

6) Yesterday he came, today he came again 
______________________________________________________ 

chàhmchàhmchàhmchàhm----yaht kéuih làih, gâm yaht, kéuih yauh làihyaht kéuih làih, gâm yaht, kéuih yauh làihyaht kéuih làih, gâm yaht, kéuih yauh làihyaht kéuih làih, gâm yaht, kéuih yauh làih    

7) Yesterday he came, today he will come again 
______________________________________________________ 

chàhmchàhmchàhmchàhm----yaht kéuih làih, gâm yaht, kéuih yaht kéuih làih, gâm yaht, kéuih yaht kéuih làih, gâm yaht, kéuih yaht kéuih làih, gâm yaht, kéuih wúih joiwúih joiwúih joiwúih joi làih làih làih làih    

8) see you next time 
(next time again see) 

______________________________________________________ 

hahhahhahhah----chi joi ginchi joi ginchi joi ginchi joi gin    
 

(4) ScopeScopeScopeScope    

1) I am also very tired 
tired    guih 

______________________________________________________ 

ngóh dôu hóu guihngóh dôu hóu guihngóh dôu hóu guihngóh dôu hóu guih    

2) He has only eaten a bit 
a bit    síu síu 

______________________________________________________ 

kéuih jihngkéuih jihngkéuih jihngkéuih jihng----haih sihkhaih sihkhaih sihkhaih sihk----jó síu síujó síu síujó síu síujó síu síu    
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Unit 8 Preposition 

1. IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction    

Prepositions are words that are placed before nouns, pronouns or 

phrase to form a prepositional phrase and are used together to express 

the direction, object, time, place, etc. of an action. 

Prepositions must be used together with nouns, noun phrases, verb 

phrases, adjective phrases etc. to form prepositional phrases. The 

words after the preposition are the objects of the preposition.  

Because prepositional phrase is used as an adverbial modifier to 

modifies the verb, most of the time it comes before the verb. 

The following are some examples of prepositions. 
 

2. háiháiháihái    

hái = at, in, on 

hái combines with a noun or pronoun denoting time, place or 

direction to form a prepositional phrase which is used as an adverbial 

modifier to express the time or place of an action. 

Negation is achieved by adding ¬h before hái. 

1) She works in Central 

kéuih  hái  Jûng Wàahn  fâan  gûngkéuih  hái  Jûng Wàahn  fâan  gûngkéuih  hái  Jûng Wàahn  fâan  gûngkéuih  hái  Jûng Wàahn  fâan  gûng    
  she     in         Central         back   work 

2) She does not work in .Central. 

kéuih    ¬h haih  hái  Jûng Wàahn   fâan  gûngkéuih    ¬h haih  hái  Jûng Wàahn   fâan  gûngkéuih    ¬h haih  hái  Jûng Wàahn   fâan  gûngkéuih    ¬h haih  hái  Jûng Wàahn   fâan  gûng    
  she         not   be     in         Central         back   work 
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3. yàuhyàuhyàuhyàuh    

yàuh indicating a staring point. It is used as an adverbial modifier 

modifying a verb by telling when or where the action starts. 

1) She comes from England 

kéuih  yàuh  Yîng Gwok    làihkéuih  yàuh  Yîng Gwok    làihkéuih  yàuh  Yîng Gwok    làihkéuih  yàuh  Yîng Gwok    làih    
  she      from      England           come 

2) He start to do his homework from 3:00 

kéuih  yàuh  sâam dím  hôi chí  jouh  gûng fokéuih  yàuh  sâam dím  hôi chí  jouh  gûng fokéuih  yàuh  sâam dím  hôi chí  jouh  gûng fokéuih  yàuh  sâam dím  hôi chí  jouh  gûng fo    
  he       from      3:00           start       do    homework 

 

4. tùhngtùhngtùhngtùhng    

tùhng combine with a noun or pronoun to modify verbs as adverbial 

modifiers. It is used to indicate the object of an action 

1) I told her 

ngóh  tùhng  kéuih   góngngóh  tùhng  kéuih   góngngóh  tùhng  kéuih   góngngóh  tùhng  kéuih   góng    
  I        with      she        tell 

2) I went with my friends 

ngóh  tùhng  pàhng yáuh  heui ngóh  tùhng  pàhng yáuh  heui ngóh  tùhng  pàhng yáuh  heui ngóh  tùhng  pàhng yáuh  heui     
  I        with         friend         go 

 

 

5. ExerciseExerciseExerciseExercise    

(1) háiháiháihái    

1) I live in TST 
______________________________________________________ 

ngóh jyuh hái Jîmngóh jyuh hái Jîmngóh jyuh hái Jîmngóh jyuh hái Jîm----SâSâSâSâ----JéuiJéuiJéuiJéui    

2) He works in Wanchai 
______________________________________________________ 

kéuih hái Wâankéuih hái Wâankéuih hái Wâankéuih hái Wâan----Jái fâanJái fâanJái fâanJái fâan----gûnggûnggûnggûng    

3) I do my homework at school 
school   hohk haauh 
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______________________________________________________ 

ngóh hái hohkngóh hái hohkngóh hái hohkngóh hái hohk----haauh jouh gûnghaauh jouh gûnghaauh jouh gûnghaauh jouh gûng----fofofofo    
 

(2) yàuhyàuhyàuhyàuh    

1) I come from China 
______________________________________________________ 

ngóh yàngóh yàngóh yàngóh yàuh Jûnguh Jûnguh Jûnguh Jûng----Gwok làih Gwok làih Gwok làih Gwok làih     

2) She is from England to go to France 
France   Faat Gwok 

______________________________________________________ 

kéuih yàuh Yîngkéuih yàuh Yîngkéuih yàuh Yîngkéuih yàuh Yîng----Gwok heui FaatGwok heui FaatGwok heui FaatGwok heui Faat----GwokGwokGwokGwok    

3) I go to Causeway Bay from North Point 
Causeway Bay  Tùhng Lòh Wàahn(Wâan) 

North Point   Bâk Gok 

______________________________________________________ 

ngóh yàuh Bâkngóh yàuh Bâkngóh yàuh Bâkngóh yàuh Bâk----Gok heui TùhngGok heui TùhngGok heui TùhngGok heui Tùhng----LòhLòhLòhLòh----WàahnWàahnWàahnWàahn    
 

(3) tùhngtùhngtùhngtùhng    

1) He told his mother he wanted to buy that toy bear 
(he with mother speak he want buy that toy bear) 

toy    wuhn geuih  

bear    hùhng (M: jek) 

______________________________________________________ 

kéuih tùhng mâkéuih tùhng mâkéuih tùhng mâkéuih tùhng mâ----mìh góng kéuih séung máaih gómìh góng kéuih séung máaih gómìh góng kéuih séung máaih gómìh góng kéuih séung máaih gó----jek wuhnjek wuhnjek wuhnjek wuhn----geuih geuih geuih geuih 

hùhnghùhnghùhnghùhng    

2) Mum always plays with us together 
(Mum always with us together play) 

______________________________________________________ 

mâmâmâmâ----mìh sìhngmìh sìhngmìh sìhngmìh sìhng----yaht tùyaht tùyaht tùyaht tùhng ngóhhng ngóhhng ngóhhng ngóh----deih yâtdeih yâtdeih yâtdeih yât----chàih wáanchàih wáanchàih wáanchàih wáan    
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Unit 9 Conjunctions 

1. DefinitionDefinitionDefinitionDefinition    

Conjunctions are used to connect words, phrases or clauses. 
 

2. Common ConjunctionsCommon ConjunctionsCommon ConjunctionsCommon Conjunctions    
1) and 

tùhng / tùhng màaihtùhng / tùhng màaihtùhng / tùhng màaihtùhng / tùhng màaih    
 and       and     with 

2) or 

waahk jé / dihngwaahk jé / dihngwaahk jé / dihngwaahk jé / dihng    
maybe or probably are also: waahk-jé 

3) because 

yân waihyân waihyân waihyân waih    

4) therefore, so 

só yíhsó yíhsó yíhsó yíh    

5) although, though 

sêui yìhnsêui yìhnsêui yìhnsêui yìhn    

6) but, however 

daahng haihdaahng haihdaahng haihdaahng haih    

7) moreover 

yìh chéyìh chéyìh chéyìh ché    

8) then, and then 

gân jyuhgân jyuhgân jyuhgân jyuh    

9) not only 

¬h dâan jí¬h dâan jí¬h dâan jí¬h dâan jí    

10) otherwise 

yùh gwó  ¬h haih (more casual)yùh gwó  ¬h haih (more casual)yùh gwó  ¬h haih (more casual)yùh gwó  ¬h haih (more casual)    
   if            not 

fáu jâk (more formal)fáu jâk (more formal)fáu jâk (more formal)fáu jâk (more formal)    
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11) if 

yùh gwóyùh gwóyùh gwóyùh gwó    

12) even if 

jauh syunjauh syunjauh syunjauh syun    
 

3. tùhng / tùhng / tùhng / tùhng / tùhng màaihtùhng màaihtùhng màaihtùhng màaih    
1) This one and that one 

nî   go   tùhng   gó   gonî   go   tùhng   gó   gonî   go   tùhng   gó   gonî   go   tùhng   gó   go    
this   one      and      that    MW 

2) I have bought books and pens 

ngóh  máaih jó    syû  tùhng   bâtngóh  máaih jó    syû  tùhng   bâtngóh  máaih jó    syû  tùhng   bâtngóh  máaih jó    syû  tùhng   bât    
  I        buy   ed      books    and       pen 

� Notice that when the subject phrase contains two or more nouns 

joined together by tùhng, the predicate is usually preceded by the 

adverb dôu marking the plurality. 

3) This one and that one are both expensive 

nî go    tùhng  gó go   dôu  hóu  gwainî go    tùhng  gó go   dôu  hóu  gwainî go    tùhng  gó go   dôu  hóu  gwainî go    tùhng  gó go   dôu  hóu  gwai    
this one      and    that one    both    very   expensive 

4) Father, mother, and younger brother are here. 

bàh bâ, màh mâ, tùhng     sai lóu      dôu hái  douhbàh bâ, màh mâ, tùhng     sai lóu      dôu hái  douhbàh bâ, màh mâ, tùhng     sai lóu      dôu hái  douhbàh bâ, màh mâ, tùhng     sai lóu      dôu hái  douh    
father ,      mother ,    and      younger brother     all    at     here 

� Unlike ’and’ in English, however, tùhng is never used to join clauses; 

nor is it normally used to join verbs or adjectives. 

The correct linking of the clauses is simple juxtaposition. 

5) I buy books and he buys pens 

ngóh  máaih   syû,  kéuih  máaih  bâtngóh  máaih   syû,  kéuih  máaih  bâtngóh  máaih   syû,  kéuih  máaih  bâtngóh  máaih   syû,  kéuih  máaih  bât    
I          buy       pens      he      buy      pens 

6) One hamburger and one coke please (food ordering) 

¬h gôi  yât go  hó lohk,  yât go  hon bóu bâau¬h gôi  yât go  hó lohk,  yât go  hon bóu bâau¬h gôi  yât go  hó lohk,  yât go  hon bóu bâau¬h gôi  yât go  hó lohk,  yât go  hon bóu bâau    
  please     1  MW     coke,       1  MW      hamburger 
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4. or = waahk jé / dihngor = waahk jé / dihngor = waahk jé / dihngor = waahk jé / dihng    

(1) For a statement For a statement For a statement For a statement     

In a statement, the usage of “waahk-jé” is more than “dihng” 

(1.1) or = waahk-jé 

waahk jé indicates an alternative relationship between two or more 

items.  

1) This one or that one is okay. 

nî  go   waahk jé  gó  go   dôu  hó yíhnî  go   waahk jé  gó  go   dôu  hó yíhnî  go   waahk jé  gó  go   dôu  hó yíhnî  go   waahk jé  gó  go   dôu  hó yíh    
this  one          or      that  MW     also    can  

2) I guess he is either a Chinese or Japanese  

ngóh   gú   kéuih haih   Jûng Gwok yàhnngóh   gú   kéuih haih   Jûng Gwok yàhnngóh   gú   kéuih haih   Jûng Gwok yàhnngóh   gú   kéuih haih   Jûng Gwok yàhn        
  I       guess      he    is           Chinese 

waahk jé   haih   Yaht Bún yàhnwaahk jé   haih   Yaht Bún yàhnwaahk jé   haih   Yaht Bún yàhnwaahk jé   haih   Yaht Bún yàhn    
     or          is          Japanese 

(1.2) or = dihng  

dihng used for uncertainty. Usually the sentence is start with “I don’t 

know …”  

1) I don’t know this one or that one is better 

ngóh  ¬h jî  nî  go   dihng  gó go   hóu dîngóh  ¬h jî  nî  go   dihng  gó go   hóu dîngóh  ¬h jî  nî  go   dihng  gó go   hóu dîngóh  ¬h jî  nî  go   dihng  gó go   hóu dî    
  I       not know this   one      or     that MW     better  

 

2) I don’t know he is a Chinese or Japanese  

ngóh   ¬h jî   kéuih haih   Jûng Gwok yàhn ngóh   ¬h jî   kéuih haih   Jûng Gwok yàhn ngóh   ¬h jî   kéuih haih   Jûng Gwok yàhn ngóh   ¬h jî   kéuih haih   Jûng Gwok yàhn     
  I       don’t know     he    is           Chinese 

dihng   hadihng   hadihng   hadihng   haih   Yahp Bún yàhnih   Yahp Bún yàhnih   Yahp Bún yàhnih   Yahp Bún yàhn    
 or          is          Japanese 

(2) For a Question For a Question For a Question For a Question     

In a question, the usage of “dihng” is more than “waahk-jé” 
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(2.1) dihng: the answer is one and only one 

Expect the answer is either this one or that one 

1) Hot or cold? (ordering drinks, the waiter asks the customer) 

yiht   dihng(haih)   dung    a?yiht   dihng(haih)   dung    a?yiht   dihng(haih)   dung    a?yiht   dihng(haih)   dung    a?    
 hot         or             cold       PRT? 

2) This one or that one ?  

nî   go   dihng(haih)   gó   go    a?nî   go   dihng(haih)   gó   go    a?nî   go   dihng(haih)   gó   go    a?nî   go   dihng(haih)   gó   go    a?    
this    one        or            that   MW    PRT? 

3) You have a red one or a yellow one? 
______________________________________________________ 

néih  yáuh  hùhngnéih  yáuh  hùhngnéih  yáuh  hùhngnéih  yáuh  hùhng----sîk  dihng  wòhngsîk  dihng  wòhngsîk  dihng  wòhngsîk  dihng  wòhng----sîk   a?sîk   a?sîk   a?sîk   a?    
 you     have      red   color    or        yellow   color   PRT? 

(expect either one) 

(2.2) waahk jé: the answer may be none or both 

1) Do you have mobile phone or pager? 

néihnéihnéihnéih  yáuh móuh  sáu tàih  waahk jé call gêi       a?  yáuh móuh  sáu tàih  waahk jé call gêi       a?  yáuh móuh  sáu tàih  waahk jé call gêi       a?  yáuh móuh  sáu tàih  waahk jé call gêi       a?    
you      have  not have     mobile         or      call machine(pager) PRT 

The person may have both mobile and pager or none of them. 

Therefore “dihng” has to be used instead of “waahk jé” 

2) Do you have a red one or a yellow one? 
______________________________________________________ 

néih  yáuh móuh  hùhngnéih  yáuh móuh  hùhngnéih  yáuh móuh  hùhngnéih  yáuh móuh  hùhng----sîk waahksîk waahksîk waahksîk waahk----jé wòhngjé wòhngjé wòhngjé wòhng----sîk   a?sîk   a?sîk   a?sîk   a?    
(expect none or both) 

 

5. yân waih … só yíh yân waih … só yíh yân waih … só yíh yân waih … só yíh     

It’s very common for both “yân waih” and “só yíh” are used in the 

same sentence. “só yíh” can also be used alone. However it’s not so 

common for “yân wai” be used alone. 

1) Because there is traffic jam, therefore I’m late 

yân waih  sâk chê,  só yíh   ngóh  chìh douyân waih  sâk chê,  só yíh   ngóh  chìh douyân waih  sâk chê,  só yíh   ngóh  chìh douyân waih  sâk chê,  só yíh   ngóh  chìh dou    
because       blocked car    therefore     I        late 
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2) There is traffic jam, therefore I’m late 

sâk chê,  só yíh   ngóh  chìh dousâk chê,  só yíh   ngóh  chìh dousâk chê,  só yíh   ngóh  chìh dousâk chê,  só yíh   ngóh  chìh dou    
blocked car,    therefore     I        late 

 

6. sêui yìhn …  daahn haih sêui yìhn …  daahn haih sêui yìhn …  daahn haih sêui yìhn …  daahn haih     

It’s very common for both “sêui yìhn” and “daahng haih” are used in 

the same sentence. “daahng haih” can also be used alone. However 

it’s not very common for “sêui yìhn” be used alone. 

1) Although it rains, he doesn’t bring umbrella 

sêui yìhn lohk yúh,  daahng haih  kéuih  ¬h daai  jêsêui yìhn lohk yúh,  daahng haih  kéuih  ¬h daai  jêsêui yìhn lohk yúh,  daahng haih  kéuih  ¬h daai  jêsêui yìhn lohk yúh,  daahng haih  kéuih  ¬h daai  jê    
 although     rain,             but           he       not bring  umbrella 

2) It rains, however he doesn’t bring umbrella 

lohk yúh,  daahng haih  kéuih  ¬h daai  jêlohk yúh,  daahng haih  kéuih  ¬h daai  jêlohk yúh,  daahng haih  kéuih  ¬h daai  jêlohk yúh,  daahng haih  kéuih  ¬h daai  jê    
   rain,             but           he       not bring  umbrella 

 

7. ExerciseExerciseExerciseExercise    

(1) Common conjunctionsCommon conjunctionsCommon conjunctionsCommon conjunctions    

1) Peter is so good to you, moreover he is so rich. Of course you should 
choose him but not David 
so good to you   deui néih gam hóu 

rich     yáuh chín (have money) 

choose    gáan 

______________________________________________________ 

Peter deui néih gam hóu, yìhPeter deui néih gam hóu, yìhPeter deui néih gam hóu, yìhPeter deui néih gam hóu, yìh----ché yauh gam yáuhché yauh gam yáuhché yauh gam yáuhché yauh gam yáuh----chín.chín.chín.chín.    

néih gángnéih gángnéih gángnéih gáng----haih yînghaih yînghaih yînghaih yîng----gôi gáan kéuih ¬h gáan David lâ.gôi gáan kéuih ¬h gáan David lâ.gôi gáan kéuih ¬h gáan David lâ.gôi gáan kéuih ¬h gáan David lâ.    

(yauh means “also” here)(yauh means “also” here)(yauh means “also” here)(yauh means “also” here)    

2) How about having meal, and then go to watch a movie?  
(eat finish rice, then watch movie, good not good?) 

finish     yùhn 

movie    hei 

______________________________________________________ 

sihksihksihksihk----yùhn faahn, gânyùhn faahn, gânyùhn faahn, gânyùhn faahn, gân----jyuh tái hei, hóu ¬h hó a?jyuh tái hei, hóu ¬h hó a?jyuh tái hei, hóu ¬h hó a?jyuh tái hei, hóu ¬h hó a?    
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3) If this is $60, I will then buy 
______________________________________________________ 

yùh gwó luhkyùh gwó luhkyùh gwó luhkyùh gwó luhk----sahp mân, ngóh jauh sahp mân, ngóh jauh sahp mân, ngóh jauh sahp mân, ngóh jauh (wúih) (wúih) (wúih) (wúih) máaihmáaihmáaihmáaih    

4) Even if you gives her flowers, it’s useless 
(even if you give flowers to her also no use) 

______________________________________________________ 

jauhjauhjauhjauh----syun néih sung fâ béi kéuih dôu móuh yuhngsyun néih sung fâ béi kéuih dôu móuh yuhngsyun néih sung fâ béi kéuih dôu móuh yuhngsyun néih sung fâ béi kéuih dôu móuh yuhng    
 

(2) and = tùhng (màaih)and = tùhng (màaih)and = tùhng (màaih)and = tùhng (màaih)    

1) I take MTR and bus  
take (for transportation)  daap 

MTR     deih tit 

bus     bâ-sí 

______________________________________________________ 

ngóh daap deihngóh daap deihngóh daap deihngóh daap deih----tit tùhng bâtit tùhng bâtit tùhng bâtit tùhng bâ----sísísísí    

2) The yellow one and the green one are very expensive 
yellow    wòhng sîk 

green     luhk sîk 

______________________________________________________ 

wòhngwòhngwòhngwòhng----sîk tùhng luhksîk tùhng luhksîk tùhng luhksîk tùhng luhk----sîk dôu hóu gwaisîk dôu hóu gwaisîk dôu hóu gwaisîk dôu hóu gwai    

(dôu has to be used here)(dôu has to be used here)(dôu has to be used here)(dôu has to be used here)    

3) Peter and David are late 
______________________________________________________ 

Peter tùhng David dôu chìh (dou)Peter tùhng David dôu chìh (dou)Peter tùhng David dôu chìh (dou)Peter tùhng David dôu chìh (dou)    

(dôu has to be used here)(dôu has to be used here)(dôu has to be used here)(dôu has to be used here)    

4) I like eating apple and he likes eating oranges 
______________________________________________________ 

ngóh jûngngóh jûngngóh jûngngóh jûng----yi sihk pìhngyi sihk pìhngyi sihk pìhngyi sihk pìhng----gwó, kéuih jûng yi sihk cháanggwó, kéuih jûng yi sihk cháanggwó, kéuih jûng yi sihk cháanggwó, kéuih jûng yi sihk cháang    

(no “and” should b(no “and” should b(no “and” should b(no “and” should be used)e used)e used)e used)    

5) I have one elder brother and one younger sister 
elder brother   gòh gô 

younger sister   sai múi 

______________________________________________________ 

ngóh yáuh yâtngóh yáuh yâtngóh yáuh yâtngóh yáuh yât----go gòhgo gòhgo gòhgo gòh----gô tùhng yâtgô tùhng yâtgô tùhng yâtgô tùhng yât----go saigo saigo saigo sai----múimúimúimúi    
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(3) or = waahk jé / dihngor = waahk jé / dihngor = waahk jé / dihngor = waahk jé / dihng    

1) I can take the MTR or bus  
can    hó yíh 

______________________________________________________ 

ngóh hóngóh hóngóh hóngóh hó----yíh daap deih tit waahkyíh daap deih tit waahkyíh daap deih tit waahkyíh daap deih tit waahk----jé bâ síjé bâ síjé bâ síjé bâ sí    
 

2) I don’t know I should take MTR or bus. 
should   yîng gôi 

______________________________________________________ 

ngóh ¬hngóh ¬hngóh ¬hngóh ¬h----jî ngóh yîngjî ngóh yîngjî ngóh yîngjî ngóh yîng----gôi daap deihgôi daap deihgôi daap deihgôi daap deih----tit dihng bâtit dihng bâtit dihng bâtit dihng bâ----sísísísí    

3) I will go in June or July  
______________________________________________________ 

ngóh luhkngóh luhkngóh luhkngóh luhk----yuht waahkyuht waahkyuht waahkyuht waahk----jé châtjé châtjé châtjé chât----yuht wúih heuiyuht wúih heuiyuht wúih heuiyuht wúih heui    

(indicating an alternative)(indicating an alternative)(indicating an alternative)(indicating an alternative)    

4) I don’t know I will go in June or July  
______________________________________________________ 

ngóh ¬h jî luhkngóh ¬h jî luhkngóh ¬h jî luhkngóh ¬h jî luhk----yuht dihng châtyuht dihng châtyuht dihng châtyuht dihng chât----yuht heuiyuht heuiyuht heuiyuht heui    

(uncertainty)(uncertainty)(uncertainty)(uncertainty)    

5) Peter or David will come later 
______________________________________________________ 

chìhchìhchìhchìh----dî, Peter waahkdî, Peter waahkdî, Peter waahkdî, Peter waahk----jé David wúih làihjé David wúih làihjé David wúih làihjé David wúih làih    

(indicating an alternative)(indicating an alternative)(indicating an alternative)(indicating an alternative)    

6) I don’t know Peter or David will come 
______________________________________________________ 

ngóh ¬h jî Peter dihng David wúih làihngóh ¬h jî Peter dihng David wúih làihngóh ¬h jî Peter dihng David wúih làihngóh ¬h jî Peter dihng David wúih làih    

(uncertainty)(uncertainty)(uncertainty)(uncertainty)    

7) You take MTR or bus? 
(I guess you either take the MTR or the bus) 

néih daap deihnéih daap deihnéih daap deihnéih daap deih----tit dihng (haih) bâtit dihng (haih) bâtit dihng (haih) bâtit dihng (haih) bâ----sí a?sí a?sí a?sí a?    
______________________________________________________ 

8) Do you have a pager or mobile phone? 
______________________________________________________ 

néih yáuh móuh call gêi waahk jé sáunéih yáuh móuh call gêi waahk jé sáunéih yáuh móuh call gêi waahk jé sáunéih yáuh móuh call gêi waahk jé sáu----tàih a?tàih a?tàih a?tàih a?    

Parts of Speech                                                                Page 48 

9) Hot or cold? 
______________________________________________________ 

yiht dihng (haih) dung ga?yiht dihng (haih) dung ga?yiht dihng (haih) dung ga?yiht dihng (haih) dung ga?    

10) He is tall or short? 
short    ái 

______________________________________________________ 

kéuih gôu dihng ái ga?kéuih gôu dihng ái ga?kéuih gôu dihng ái ga?kéuih gôu dihng ái ga?    

11) He is a Hong Kong people or a foreigner? 
foreigner    ngoih gwok yàhn 

______________________________________________________ 

kéuih haih Hêungkéuih haih Hêungkéuih haih Hêungkéuih haih Hêung----Góng yàhn diGóng yàhn diGóng yàhn diGóng yàhn dihng haih ngoih gwok yàhn a?hng haih ngoih gwok yàhn a?hng haih ngoih gwok yàhn a?hng haih ngoih gwok yàhn a?    

12) Do you have a blue one or a black one? 
blue     làahm sîk 

black    hâak sîk 

______________________________________________________ 

néih yáuhnéih yáuhnéih yáuhnéih yáuh----móuhmóuhmóuhmóuh làahm sîk  làahm sîk  làahm sîk  làahm sîk waahkwaahkwaahkwaahk----jéjéjéjé hâak sîk a? hâak sîk a? hâak sîk a? hâak sîk a?    

13) You have a blue one or a black one? 
______________________________________________________ 

néih yáuh làahm sîk néih yáuh làahm sîk néih yáuh làahm sîk néih yáuh làahm sîk dihngdihngdihngdihng hâak sîk a? hâak sîk a? hâak sîk a? hâak sîk a?    
 

(4) Because & AlthoughBecause & AlthoughBecause & AlthoughBecause & Although    

1) Because the watch is second hand, therefore it’s very cheap. 
watch   sáu bîu 

second hand      yih sáuyih sáuyih sáuyih sáu 

______________________________________________________ 

yânyânyânyân----waih jek sáuwaih jek sáuwaih jek sáuwaih jek sáu----bîu haih yihbîu haih yihbîu haih yihbîu haih yih----sáu, sósáu, sósáu, sósáu, só----yíh hóu pèhngyíh hóu pèhngyíh hóu pèhngyíh hóu pèhng    

2) Although the chicken wings are delicious, they are very greasy 
greasy    fèih (lit.: fat) 

______________________________________________________ 

sêuisêuisêuisêui----yìhn dî gâiyìhn dî gâiyìhn dî gâiyìhn dî gâi----yihk hóu hóuyihk hóu hóuyihk hóu hóuyihk hóu hóu----sihk, daahn haih hóu fèihsihk, daahn haih hóu fèihsihk, daahn haih hóu fèihsihk, daahn haih hóu fèih    
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Unit 10 Interjection & Onomatopoeias 

1. InterjectionInterjectionInterjectionInterjection    

An interjection is an exclamation, a crying out or a response.  

(1) gám = ‘well’gám = ‘well’gám = ‘well’gám = ‘well’    

It may serve to fill a pause or transition, often together with a 

particle. 

1) Well… let me think about it 

gám  ,  dáng  ngóh  nám  nám  sîngám  ,  dáng  ngóh  nám  nám  sîngám  ,  dáng  ngóh  nám  nám  sîngám  ,  dáng  ngóh  nám  nám  sîn    
 well   ,     let       me      think   think   first 

Here “nám nám” means “think a while” 
 

(2) âi ya! = ‘oh’âi ya! = ‘oh’âi ya! = ‘oh’âi ya! = ‘oh’    

It is a negatively charged exclamation, expressing shock or 

disapproval. 

1) Oh no, I’ve forgotten to bring my key! 

âi ya!  ngóh  ¬h gei dâk   daai    só sìh  âi ya!  ngóh  ¬h gei dâk   daai    só sìh  âi ya!  ngóh  ¬h gei dâk   daai    só sìh  âi ya!  ngóh  ¬h gei dâk   daai    só sìh   a ! a ! a ! a !    
oh dear !    I        forget           bring        key     PRT! 

 

(3) séi la! séi la! séi la! séi la!     

Expresses panic or despair in an emergency. 

1) I’m dead! I forgot to tell him 

séi  la!   ngóh  ¬h gei dâk  tùhng kéuih  góngséi  la!   ngóh  ¬h gei dâk  tùhng kéuih  góngséi  la!   ngóh  ¬h gei dâk  tùhng kéuih  góngséi  la!   ngóh  ¬h gei dâk  tùhng kéuih  góng    
dead  PRT,     I       not  remember     with    him     speak 

 

2. OnomatopoeiasOnomatopoeiasOnomatopoeiasOnomatopoeias    

An onomatopoeic word is one that imitates the sound of a thing or an 

action. 
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1) He laughs in the sound ‘ha ha’. 

kéuih  hâ  hâ  gám   daaih   siukéuih  hâ  hâ  gám   daaih   siukéuih  hâ  hâ  gám   daaih   siukéuih  hâ  hâ  gám   daaih   siu    
he        …    …     so       great     laugh 

2) The chair down in the sound ‘pak’ 

jêung  danjêung  danjêung  danjêung  dang  ‘pàahk’  yât  sêng   dit  dâi  jóg  ‘pàahk’  yât  sêng   dit  dâi  jóg  ‘pàahk’  yât  sêng   dit  dâi  jóg  ‘pàahk’  yât  sêng   dit  dâi  jó    
  MW     chair      ‘pak’      one   sound     fall   down  ed 

 

3. ExerciseExerciseExerciseExercise    

(1) InterjectionsInterjectionsInterjectionsInterjections    

1) Well… it’s OK 
______________________________________________________ 

gám àh,  hóu lâgám àh,  hóu lâgám àh,  hóu lâgám àh,  hóu lâ    

2) Oh no, I’ve forgotten to bring my wallet! 
______________________________________________________ 

âi ya!  ngóh ¬hâi ya!  ngóh ¬hâi ya!  ngóh ¬hâi ya!  ngóh ¬h----geigeigeigei----dâk daai ngàhndâk daai ngàhndâk daai ngàhndâk daai ngàhn----bâau a !bâau a !bâau a !bâau a !    

3) Oh I’m dead, I lost the money. 
______________________________________________________ 

séi la, ngóh ¬hséi la, ngóh ¬hséi la, ngóh ¬hséi la, ngóh ¬h----gingingingin----jó dî chín a!jó dî chín a!jó dî chín a!jó dî chín a!    
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Unit 11 Measure Words 

1. DefinitionDefinitionDefinitionDefinition    

Measure words are words that express a unit of things or action. They 

comes before nouns for measuring purposes 

It is similar to the function of “piece” in “a piece of paper. 

Different group of objects take different measure words. Usually 

some shape of object share the same MWs. 

Measure Word (MW) is also called Noun Classifier.  
 

2. When to use measure wordsWhen to use measure wordsWhen to use measure wordsWhen to use measure words    

(1) Specific referringSpecific referringSpecific referringSpecific referring    

1) I like reading books (general referring, no MW) 

ngóh  hóu  jûng yi   tái  syûngóh  hóu  jûng yi   tái  syûngóh  hóu  jûng yi   tái  syûngóh  hóu  jûng yi   tái  syû    
  I      very       like      read  books 

2) Do you have any pens? (general referring, no MW) 

néih  yáuh  móuh    bât   a?néih  yáuh  móuh    bât   a?néih  yáuh  móuh    bât   a?néih  yáuh  móuh    bât   a?    
 you     have    not have      pen   PRT? 

3) The book is very expensive (specific) 

bún    syû    hóu   gwaibún    syû    hóu   gwaibún    syû    hóu   gwaibún    syû    hóu   gwai    
MW(the)   book      very     expensive 

4) Have you seen the pen? (specific) 

néih  yáuh móuh  ginnéih  yáuh móuh  ginnéih  yáuh móuh  ginnéih  yáuh móuh  gin----gwo   jêugwo   jêugwo   jêugwo   jêung   jí    a?ng   jí    a?ng   jí    a?ng   jí    a?    
 you    have   not have   seen EXP      MW(the)  paper   PRT? 

5) this   person (specific) 

nî    go     yàhnnî    go     yàhnnî    go     yàhnnî    go     yàhn    

6) next week (specific) 

hah    go    láihhah    go    láihhah    go    láihhah    go    láih----baaibaaibaaibaai    
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(2) Follows a numeral or quantifierFollows a numeral or quantifierFollows a numeral or quantifierFollows a numeral or quantifier    

1) two    MW    dogs 

léuhng  jek    gáuléuhng  jek    gáuléuhng  jek    gáuléuhng  jek    gáu    

2) each   MW     car 

múih múih múih múih   ga      chê  ga      chê  ga      chê  ga      chê    

3) Which pen is better? 

bîn  jî   bât  hóu dî  a?bîn  jî   bât  hóu dî  a?bîn  jî   bât  hóu dî  a?bîn  jî   bât  hóu dî  a?    
which  MW   pen    better    PRT?  

4) Which is better? (the context is understood to talk about pen) 

bîn  jî   hóu dî  a?bîn  jî   hóu dî  a?bîn  jî   hóu dî  a?bîn  jî   hóu dî  a?    
which  MW   better    PRT?  

5) One please (buying things, the context is understood to talk about 
pen) 

¬h¬h¬h¬h----gôi  yât jîgôi  yât jîgôi  yât jîgôi  yât jî    
  please     1  MW 

When the noun is understood, it will be skipped, however the MW 

must be kept. 

(3) Relative quantifiersRelative quantifiersRelative quantifiersRelative quantifiers    

For relative quantifiers, usually the MW is skipped. However 

sometimes, people will still keep it, 

1) I have many books 

ngóh  yáuh  hóungóh  yáuh  hóungóh  yáuh  hóungóh  yáuh  hóu----dô syûdô syûdô syûdô syû    

2) I only have a few stamps 

ngóh  dâk   hóungóh  dâk   hóungóh  dâk   hóungóh  dâk   hóu----síu  yàuhsíu  yàuhsíu  yàuhsíu  yàuh----piupiupiupiu    
I       only have     a few      stamps 
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3. Exceptions for no MWsExceptions for no MWsExceptions for no MWsExceptions for no MWs    

Basically, all countable nouns, even abstract nouns, such as wish, 

also take measure word. However there are some exceptions which 

don’t take MW. 

Usually exceptions are those nouns which themselves are somehow 

have the measuring sense. 

(1) Some Time ExpressionsSome Time ExpressionsSome Time ExpressionsSome Time Expressions    

yaht ‘day’ , nìhn ‘year’, fân ‘minute’ and míu ‘second’ 

1) three days 

sâam yahtsâam yahtsâam yahtsâam yaht    

2) three years 

sâam sâam sâam sâam nìhnnìhnnìhnnìhn    

3) three minutes 

sâam fân (jûng)sâam fân (jûng)sâam fân (jûng)sâam fân (jûng)    

4) three second 

sâam míu (jûng)sâam míu (jûng)sâam míu (jûng)sâam míu (jûng)    

� Other time expression still take measure words 

5) three  MW  ‘a five minutes’ 

sâam  go     jihsâam  go     jihsâam  go     jihsâam  go     jih    

6) three  MW   hour 

sâam  go   jûngsâam  go   jûngsâam  go   jûngsâam  go   jûng    

7) three   MW  months 

sâam   go   yuhtsâam   go   yuhtsâam   go   yuhtsâam   go   yuht    

8) three   MW  weeks 

sâam   go  lásâam   go  lásâam   go  lásâam   go  láih baaiih baaiih baaiih baai    

(2) OthersOthersOthersOthers    

1) 2 lessons 

léuhng tòhngléuhng tòhngléuhng tòhngléuhng tòhng    
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4. Confusion between “a” and “the”Confusion between “a” and “the”Confusion between “a” and “the”Confusion between “a” and “the”    

� When people say “the” for something, they say: 

the …     MW  +  noun 

� When people say “a” or “an” for something, they say: 

a / an …  yât  +  MW  +  noun 

However quite often, people skip the “one: yât” when people speak 

that in a whole sentence. 

Therefore people say:  

a / an …  yât(skipped)  +  MW  +  noun 

1) I want to buy a pen / I want to buy the pen 

ngóh séung máaih   jî      bât    ngóh séung máaih   jî      bât    ngóh séung máaih   jî      bât    ngóh séung máaih   jî      bât        
  I      want     buy    MW(a/the)   pen 

“jî” is the MW for pens 

This sentence will not be used in ordering in a shop. Because people don’t say “want” in 

ordering. “want: séung” in Cantonese is just a modal verb which show the intention. 

People will just say “ngóh séung máaih jî-bât” to their friends or tell a shop assistant to let 

he/she show where the pens are located etc. 

If you want to order a pen, you have to say something like “One please: ¬h-gôi yât-jî” or 

“This one please: ¬h-gôi nî-jî”.  

2) I’ve bought a pen / I’ve bought the pen 

ngóh  máaih jó  jî      bângóh  máaih jó  jî      bângóh  máaih jó  jî      bângóh  máaih jó  jî      bâtttt    
  I        buy   ed   MW(a/the)   pen 

“yât” can be skipped, however the MW “jî” can’t be skipped. 

� Therefore when people say “ MW + a noun”, people don’t know it’s 

definite or indefinite referring by itself. However usually by the 

context, people will know that. If somebody just say “jî-bât”, usually 

it means “the pen” rather than “a pen”. 

3) The pen is very expensive 

 jî    bat  hóu  gwai jî    bat  hóu  gwai jî    bat  hóu  gwai jî    bat  hóu  gwai    
MW(the)  pen    very   expensive 

4) The apple is very sour 

go    pìhng gwó  hóu  syûgo    pìhng gwó  hóu  syûgo    pìhng gwó  hóu  syûgo    pìhng gwó  hóu  syûnnnn    
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MW(the)     apple        very    sour 
 

5. Measure word: “go”Measure word: “go”Measure word: “go”Measure word: “go”    

“go” is the most general MW, if you don’t know which MW has to 

be used, you can use “go”. Even though it may be wrong, people are 

easier to understand your sentence rather than you just skip the MW. 

Moreover “go” is used with all words denoting people. 

1) three        students 

sâam go    hohk sâangsâam go    hohk sâangsâam go    hohk sâangsâam go    hohk sâang    

2) a             chef 

yât go       chyùh sîyât go       chyùh sîyât go       chyùh sîyât go       chyùh sî    
  

� “go” is also used with round objects 

3) an             apple 

yât  go      pìhngyât  go      pìhngyât  go      pìhngyât  go      pìhng----gwógwógwógwó    

� It is also used for individual items that do not call for a more specific 

classifier. 

Thus abstract nouns that refer to non-concrete entities lacking 

physical features, general take go: 

4) a           wish 

yât  go   yuhnyât  go   yuhnyât  go   yuhnyât  go   yuhn----mohngmohngmohngmohng    
 

6. Measure Word : dîMeasure Word : dîMeasure Word : dîMeasure Word : dî    

dî is a measure word used for all nouns showing plural without 

definite quantity or uncountable nouns 

1) the chair 

jêung  dangjêung  dangjêung  dangjêung  dang    
MW(the)   chair 

2) the chairs 

  dî     dang  dî     dang  dî     dang  dî     dang    
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MW(plural)   chair 

3) That mango 

gó   go  mônggó   go  mônggó   go  mônggó   go  mông----gwógwógwógwó    
that    MW     mango 

4) Those mango 

gó    dî     mônggó    dî     mônggó    dî     mônggó    dî     mông----gwógwógwógwó    
those  MW(plural)    mango 

5) The orange juice 

dî     cháang  jâpdî     cháang  jâpdî     cháang  jâpdî     cháang  jâp    
MW(the)   orange     juice 

� dî has the meaning of some. When refer to “some”, it can be “dî” or 

“yât dî” 

6) There are some water 

gó douh  yáuh  (yât) dî      séuigó douh  yáuh  (yât) dî      séuigó douh  yáuh  (yât) dî      séuigó douh  yáuh  (yât) dî      séui    
  there       have         MW(some)    water 

7) There are some people 

gó douh  yáuh  (yât) dî      yàhngó douh  yáuh  (yât) dî      yàhngó douh  yáuh  (yât) dî      yàhngó douh  yáuh  (yât) dî      yàhn    
  there       have         MW(some)    people 

 

7. Container Measure WordContainer Measure WordContainer Measure WordContainer Measure Word    
1) a glass of water 

yât  bûi  séuiyât  bûi  séuiyât  bûi  séuiyât  bûi  séui    
a     glass   water 

Where “bûi” is the container MW 

2) two cups of coffee 

léuhng bûi  ga fêléuhng bûi  ga fêléuhng bûi  ga fêléuhng bûi  ga fê    
   2      cup    coffee 

3) a bottle of coke 

yât jêun  hó lohkyât jêun  hó lohkyât jêun  hó lohkyât jêun  hó lohk    
 1   bottle    coke 
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8. Sortal Measure WordsSortal Measure WordsSortal Measure WordsSortal Measure Words    

� Define nouns in terms of shape 

Cantonese Shape Examples 
   

faai flat surfaced object,  glass (vertical) 

buhng flat surface wall 

jêung flat objects table (horizontal) 

fûk rectangular items photograph 

gauh irregular, lump-like stone 

gihn piece cake 

 abstract nouns matter 

 commodities jewellery 

go round apple 

 relate to people son, friend, child, student 

 abstract nouns wish, challenge 

jek animal dog 

 round object egg, watch 

 one of a pair one earring 

jî cylindrical items pen 

joh large item building 

lâp small objects marble 

tìuh long, thin object road 

 animals fish, snake 
 

� Define nouns in terms of functional features 
Cantonese Function Examples 

   

bá tools and instruments umbrella, knife, lock 

ga vehicles car, aeroplane 

 large machine sewing machine 

fahn a ‘copy’ or ‘part’ newspaper 

gihn clothing shirt, overcoat, T-shirt 
 

� More specific sortal measure word 

Cantonese Used for / Meaning Examples 
   

bouh machine camera 

 volume novel 

bún volume book 

chàhng storey flat 

dâan bill item of business 
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douh place place 

dán/duhng pillar building 

fûng message letter 

gâan block, building house 

geui phrase phrase 

gyún roll film 

jahm smell smell 

pàaih bar chocolate 

pô stem, truck tree 

pîn text article 

sáu music song 
 

� Alternative classifiers 
eg. a ship 

 yât   ga   syùhn   (large vehicle) 

eg. a boat  

 yât   jek  syùhn    (small object) 
 

9. ExerciseExerciseExerciseExercise    

(1) When to use measure wordsWhen to use measure wordsWhen to use measure wordsWhen to use measure words    

1) that  person is very tall 
______________________________________________________ 

gó    go     yàhn gó    go     yàhn gó    go     yàhn gó    go     yàhn  hóu gôu hóu gôu hóu gôu hóu gôu    
specific referring 

2) I have ten friends 
______________________________________________________ 

ngóh yáuh sahp go pàhngngóh yáuh sahp go pàhngngóh yáuh sahp go pàhngngóh yáuh sahp go pàhng----yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh    

3) Do you have any paper? 
______________________________________________________ 

néih  yáuh  móuh    jí   a?néih  yáuh  móuh    jí   a?néih  yáuh  móuh    jí   a?néih  yáuh  móuh    jí   a?    

4) The paper is lost 
lost    ¬h gin jó 

______________________________________________________ 

jêung   jí      ¬h gin jójêung   jí      ¬h gin jójêung   jí      ¬h gin jójêung   jí      ¬h gin jó    
MW(the)   paper      not see ed (lost) 

5) I have some pens 
______________________________________________________ 
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ngóh    yáuh      (yât)  dî        bâtngóh    yáuh      (yât)  dî        bâtngóh    yáuh      (yât)  dî        bâtngóh    yáuh      (yât)  dî        bât    
I            have             some              pen 

6) I’ve bought some apple juice 
______________________________________________________ 

ngóh    máaihngóh    máaihngóh    máaihngóh    máaih----jó  dî       pìhngjó  dî       pìhngjó  dî       pìhngjó  dî       pìhng----gwó jâpgwó jâpgwó jâpgwó jâp    
I             buy ed  some               apple       juice 

(2) Exceptions for no MWsExceptions for no MWsExceptions for no MWsExceptions for no MWs    

1) I’ve come to Hong Kong for four years 
______________________________________________________ 

ngóh làihngóh làihngóh làihngóh làih----jó Hêungjó Hêungjó Hêungjó Hêung----Gông sei nìhnGông sei nìhnGông sei nìhnGông sei nìhn    
“nìhn” doesn’t take MW 

2) She has gone to Italy for four weeks 
______________________________________________________ 

kéuih heuikéuih heuikéuih heuikéuih heui----jó Yijó Yijó Yijó Yi----DaaiDaaiDaaiDaaihhhh----Leih seiLeih seiLeih seiLeih sei----go láihgo láihgo láihgo láih----baaibaaibaaibaai    
“láih baai” takes MW  

 

(3) Measure word: “go”Measure word: “go”Measure word: “go”Measure word: “go”    

1) I have a son and a daughter 
______________________________________________________ 

ngóh yáuh yâtngóh yáuh yâtngóh yáuh yâtngóh yáuh yât----go jái tùhnggo jái tùhnggo jái tùhnggo jái tùhng----(màaih) yât(màaih) yât(màaih) yât(màaih) yât----go néuigo néuigo néuigo néui    

2) The doctor is very nice 
doctor   yî sâng 

______________________________________________________ 

go yîgo yîgo yîgo yî----sâng hóu hóusâng hóu hóusâng hóu hóusâng hóu hóu    

3) I have two wishes 
______________________________________________________ 

ngóh yáuh léuhngngóh yáuh léuhngngóh yáuh léuhngngóh yáuh léuhng----go yuhngo yuhngo yuhngo yuhn----mohngmohngmohngmohng    

4) People have many wishes 
______________________________________________________ 

yàhn dôu yáuh hóuyàhn dôu yáuh hóuyàhn dôu yáuh hóuyàhn dôu yáuh hóu----dô yuhndô yuhndô yuhndô yuhn----mohngmohngmohngmohng    
people  also  have   many         wishes 

(general refer, the noun doesn’t take MW)(general refer, the noun doesn’t take MW)(general refer, the noun doesn’t take MW)(general refer, the noun doesn’t take MW)    
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(4) Measure Word : dîMeasure Word : dîMeasure Word : dîMeasure Word : dî    

1) This bottle is very heavy 
heavy   chúhng 

______________________________________________________ 

nî  go  jêunnî  go  jêunnî  go  jêunnî  go  jêun    

2) These bottles are very light 
light    hêng 

______________________________________________________ 

nî   dî   jêunnî   dî   jêunnî   dî   jêunnî   dî   jêun    

3) I want to drink coffee 
______________________________________________________ 

ngóh séung yám gangóh séung yám gangóh séung yám gangóh séung yám ga----fêfêfêfê    

4) I want to drink some coffee 
______________________________________________________ 

ngóh séung yám dî gangóh séung yám dî gangóh séung yám dî gangóh séung yám dî ga----fêfêfêfê    
“dî” here means “some” 

5) The coffee is very sour 
______________________________________________________ 

dî  gadî  gadî  gadî  ga----fê  hóu syûnfê  hóu syûnfê  hóu syûnfê  hóu syûn    
“dî” here means “the” 

 

(5) Container Measure WordContainer Measure WordContainer Measure WordContainer Measure Word    

1) One coke , two Sprite please 
______________________________________________________ 

¬h¬h¬h¬h----gôi yâtgôi yâtgôi yâtgôi yât----bûi hóbûi hóbûi hóbûi hó----lohk, léuhnglohk, léuhnglohk, léuhnglohk, léuhng----bûi syutbûi syutbûi syutbûi syut----bîkbîkbîkbîk    

2) How much for a bottle of San Miguel 
______________________________________________________ 

sângsângsângsâng----lihk géi chín yâtlihk géi chín yâtlihk géi chín yâtlihk géi chín yât----jêun a?jêun a?jêun a?jêun a?    

3) San Miguel cost $18 a bottle 
______________________________________________________ 

sângsângsângsâng----lihk sahplihk sahplihk sahplihk sahp----baat mân yâtbaat mân yâtbaat mân yâtbaat mân yât----jêunjêunjêunjêun    
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Unit 12 Particles 

1. IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction    

Particles are words that are added to words, phrases or sentences to 

express some additional meanings. 
 

2. Kinds of ParticlesKinds of ParticlesKinds of ParticlesKinds of Particles    
1) Linking Particles 

2) Aspect Particles 

3) Modal Particles 
 

3. LLLLinking Particlesinking Particlesinking Particlesinking Particles    

(1) IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction    

Linking particles are words that connect words and make them into 

phrases with certain syntactic construction. 

The main linking particles are: ge, gám, and dâk 

It is also called as structural particles. 
 

(2) ge : Used in Attributige : Used in Attributige : Used in Attributige : Used in Attributive modifierve modifierve modifierve modifier    

‘ge’ is also called as possessive particle when it is used in possessive 

case 

1) My book/books 

ngóh   ge   syûngóh   ge   syûngóh   ge   syûngóh   ge   syû    
  my      LP    book 

2) very expensive pen/pens 

hóu   gwai    ge   bâthóu   gwai    ge   bâthóu   gwai    ge   bâthóu   gwai    ge   bât    
 very    expensive    LP     pen 
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3) big apple/apples 

hóu   daaih  ge   hóu   daaih  ge   hóu   daaih  ge   hóu   daaih  ge   pìhng gwópìhng gwópìhng gwópìhng gwó    
very       big     LP     apple 

 

However, ‘ge’ does not indicate the noun is singular or plural. If you 

wish to specify that the noun is singular, definite number or plural etc, 

use the measure word instead of the possessive particle. 

4) My book  

ngngngngóh   bún    syûóh   bún    syûóh   bún    syûóh   bún    syû    
my        MW     book 

5) My two books are both lost  

ngóh   léuhng bún  syû  dôu  ¬h gin jóngóh   léuhng bún  syû  dôu  ¬h gin jóngóh   léuhng bún  syû  dôu  ¬h gin jóngóh   léuhng bún  syû  dôu  ¬h gin jó    
 my          2     MW    book   also       lost 

6) My books 

ngóh     dî       syûngóh     dî       syûngóh     dî       syûngóh     dî       syû    
my        MW(plural)     book 

 

(3) gám : Used when the Adverbial modifier isgám : Used when the Adverbial modifier isgám : Used when the Adverbial modifier isgám : Used when the Adverbial modifier is adjective adjective adjective adjective    

1) study  quietly 

hóu jihng   gám    wân jaahphóu jihng   gám    wân jaahphóu jihng   gám    wân jaahphóu jihng   gám    wân jaahp    
very   quiet      LP(ly)         study  

2) eating happily 

hóu  hôi sâm   gám    sihk yéhhóu  hôi sâm   gám    sihk yéhhóu  hôi sâm   gám    sihk yéhhóu  hôi sâm   gám    sihk yéh    
 very     happy       LP(ly)     eating matter 

3) run quickly 

hóu faai      gám     jáuhóu faai      gám     jáuhóu faai      gám     jáuhóu faai      gám     jáu    
very  quick         LP(ly)      ran 
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(4) dâk dâk dâk dâk     

(4.1) Degree complement 

A degree complement indicates the degree or extent of an action or a 

thing. 

1) sang very well 

cheung   dâk    hóu  hóucheung   dâk    hóu  hóucheung   dâk    hóu  hóucheung   dâk    hóu  hóu    
  sing         LP      very   well 

2) drew poorly 

waahk   dâk    hóu   châwaahk   dâk    hóu   châwaahk   dâk    hóu   châwaahk   dâk    hóu   châ    
draw         LP       very    poor 

 

(4.2) Potential complement 

A potential complement tells the possibility of an action taking place 

or being realized. 

1) can listen clearly 

têng   dâk         chîng chótêng   dâk         chîng chótêng   dâk         chîng chótêng   dâk         chîng chó    
listen    LP(can, possible)       clear 

2) can read and understand 

tái     dâk           mìhngtái     dâk           mìhngtái     dâk           mìhngtái     dâk           mìhng    
read     LP(can, possible)       understand 

 

4. Aspect ParticlesAspect ParticlesAspect ParticlesAspect Particles    

Refer to this book, the chapter about Verbs 
 

5. Modal ParticlesModal ParticlesModal ParticlesModal Particles    

Modal particles are attached to a sentence to show various moods 

such as imperative, exclamatory or declarative. 

Sometimes they are inserted where there is a pause in a sentence. 
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There are more than forty different modal particles. Besides, different 

modal particles may be used at the same time, therefore the possible 

set of modal particles are numerous. 

Here we talk about two of the common modal particle ‘a’ and ‘â’ 

(1) aaaa    

Soften the force of statements or confirmations 

1) Yes   

haih  ahaih  ahaih  ahaih  a    
 be     PRT 

 

Making a question 

2) Do you go? 

néih   heui ¬h heui   a?néih   heui ¬h heui   a?néih   heui ¬h heui   a?néih   heui ¬h heui   a?    
you        go   not   go    PRT? 

 

(2) ââââ    

A more tentative form of a, typically used in request 

1) Please give me one. (In a shop) 

(¬h gôi)  yât  gihn   â(¬h gôi)  yât  gihn   â(¬h gôi)  yât  gihn   â(¬h gôi)  yât  gihn   â    
   please      I     MW    PRT 

Quite often, “please: ¬h gôi” is skipped by Hong Kong people, however usually people 

keep the request particle “â” and it shows politeness. 
 

6. ExerciseExerciseExerciseExercise    

(1) Linking particle Linking particle Linking particle Linking particle ---- ge ge ge ge    

1) He is a hardworking student 
______________________________________________________ 

kéuih haih yâtkéuih haih yâtkéuih haih yâtkéuih haih yât----go kàhngo kàhngo kàhngo kàhn----lihk ge hohklihk ge hohklihk ge hohklihk ge hohk----sâangsâangsâangsâang    

2) His pen(s) 
______________________________________________________ 

kéuih ge bâtkéuih ge bâtkéuih ge bâtkéuih ge bât    
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3) His pen costs $10 
______________________________________________________ 

kéuih jî bât sahp mânkéuih jî bât sahp mânkéuih jî bât sahp mânkéuih jî bât sahp mân    

4) His pens are very new 
______________________________________________________ 

kéuih dî bât hóu sânkéuih dî bât hóu sânkéuih dî bât hóu sânkéuih dî bât hóu sân    

5) Their money is lost 
______________________________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih ge/dî chín ¬hdeih ge/dî chín ¬hdeih ge/dî chín ¬hdeih ge/dî chín ¬h----gingingingin----gógógógó    
 

(2) Linking particLinking particLinking particLinking particle le le le ---- gám gám gám gám    

1) The child eat quietly 
______________________________________________________ 

go saigo saigo saigo sai----mânmânmânmân----jái hóu jihng gám sihkjái hóu jihng gám sihkjái hóu jihng gám sihkjái hóu jihng gám sihk----yéhyéhyéhyéh    

2) The old lady walks carefully 
old lady   pòh pó 

carefully   síu sâm 

______________________________________________________ 

go pòhgo pòhgo pòhgo pòh----pó pó pó pó hóu síuhóu síuhóu síuhóu síu----sâm gám hàahngsâm gám hàahngsâm gám hàahngsâm gám hàahng    
 

(3) Linking particle Linking particle Linking particle Linking particle ---- dâk dâk dâk dâk    

1) He walked very fast, I can’t follow him 
fast    faai 

can’t follow   gân ¬h dóu (follow not successfully) 

______________________________________________________ 

kéuih hàahng dâk hóu faai, ngóh gân ¬h dóu kéuihkéuih hàahng dâk hóu faai, ngóh gân ¬h dóu kéuihkéuih hàahng dâk hóu faai, ngóh gân ¬h dóu kéuihkéuih hàahng dâk hóu faai, ngóh gân ¬h dóu kéuih    

2) The child can read (and understand) this letter 
letter    seun (MW: fûng) 

______________________________________________________ 

go saigo saigo saigo sai----mânmânmânmân----jái tái dâk mìhng nî fûng seunjái tái dâk mìhng nî fûng seunjái tái dâk mìhng nî fûng seunjái tái dâk mìhng nî fûng seun    
 

(4) Modal ParticlesModal ParticlesModal ParticlesModal Particles    

1) Where do you go? 
______________________________________________________ 

néih heui bînnéih heui bînnéih heui bînnéih heui bîn----(douh) a?(douh) a?(douh) a?(douh) a?    
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2) How much is this dress? 
______________________________________________________ 

nînînînî----tìuh kwàhn géi chín a?tìuh kwàhn géi chín a?tìuh kwàhn géi chín a?tìuh kwàhn géi chín a?    

3) Two blue ball pen. (In a shop) 
blue    làahm sîk 

ball pen   yùhn-jí bât 

______________________________________________________ 

léuhngléuhngléuhngléuhng----jî làahmjî làahmjî làahmjî làahm----sîk yùhnsîk yùhnsîk yùhnsîk yùhn----jí bât âjí bât âjí bât âjí bât â    
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Unit 13 Glossary: English to Cantonese 

 

 
about daaih koidaaih koidaaih koidaaih koi    
after hauh, jî hauhhauh, jî hauhhauh, jî hauhhauh, jî hauh    
again joi, yauhjoi, yauhjoi, yauhjoi, yauh    
ago jî chìhnjî chìhnjî chìhnjî chìhn    
also dôudôudôudôu    
although sêui yìhnsêui yìhnsêui yìhnsêui yìhn    
always sìhng yahtsìhng yahtsìhng yahtsìhng yaht    
am haihhaihhaihhaih    
and tùhng, tùhng màaihtùhng, tùhng màaihtùhng, tùhng màaihtùhng, tùhng màaih    
apple pìhng gwópìhng gwópìhng gwópìhng gwó    
around jâu wàijâu wàijâu wàijâu wàihhhh    
arrive doudoudoudou    
ask mahnmahnmahnmahn    
at háiháiháihái    
baby bìh bîbìh bîbìh bîbìh bî    
back verb: fâan, noun: bui, verb: fâan, noun: bui, verb: fâan, noun: bui, verb: fâan, noun: bui, 

behind: hauh bihnbehind: hauh bihnbehind: hauh bihnbehind: hauh bihn    
bad waaih, inferior: châwaaih, inferior: châwaaih, inferior: châwaaih, inferior: châ    
bag dóidóidóidói    
bank ngàhn hòhngngàhn hòhngngàhn hòhngngàhn hòhng    
bath chûng lèuhngchûng lèuhngchûng lèuhngchûng lèuhng    
bear animal: hùhng, give animal: hùhng, give animal: hùhng, give animal: hùhng, give 

birth: sâangbirth: sâangbirth: sâangbirth: sâang    
beautiful lenglenglengleng    
because yân waihyân waihyân waihyân waih    
beef ngàuh yuhkngàuh yuhkngàuh yuhkngàuh yuhk    
before jî chìhnjî chìhnjî chìhnjî chìhn    
belong suhk yûsuhk yûsuhk yûsuhk yû    

big daaihdaaihdaaihdaaih    
black hâak sîkhâak sîkhâak sîkhâak sîk    
blue làahm, làahm sîklàahm, làahm sîklàahm, làahm sîklàahm, làahm sîk    
book syûsyûsyûsyû    
bottle jêunjêunjêunjêun    
bring daaidaaidaaidaai    
bus bâ síbâ síbâ síbâ sí    
but daahn haihdaahn haihdaahn haihdaahn haih    
buy máaihmáaihmáaihmáaih    
buying máaihmáaihmáaihmáaih    
by sign of passive: béisign of passive: béisign of passive: béisign of passive: béi    
can capable of doing sth: capable of doing sth: capable of doing sth: capable of doing sth: 

sîk, permitted to: hó sîk, permitted to: hó sîk, permitted to: hó sîk, permitted to: hó 

yíhyíhyíhyíh    
Cantonese Gwóng Dûng WáGwóng Dûng WáGwóng Dûng WáGwóng Dûng Wá    
car chêchêchêchê    
careful síu sâmsíu sâmsíu sâmsíu sâm    
Central Jûng WàahnJûng WàahnJûng WàahnJûng Wàahn    
chair dangdangdangdang    
chase after jêuijêuijêuijêui    
cheap pèhngpèhngpèhngpèhng    
chef chyùh sîchyùh sîchyùh sîchyùh sî    
chicken wing gâi yihkgâi yihkgâi yihkgâi yihk    
child sai mân jáisai mân jáisai mân jáisai mân jái    
Chinese style: jûng sîk, style: jûng sîk, style: jûng sîk, style: jûng sîk, 

language: jûng mán, language: jûng mán, language: jûng mán, language: jûng mán, 

people: jûng gwok people: jûng gwok people: jûng gwok people: jûng gwok 

yàhnyàhnyàhnyàhn    
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choose gáangáangáangáan    
clear chîng chîng chîng chîng chóchóchóchó    
coffee ga fêga fêga fêga fê    
coin ngaahng baih, daaih ngaahng baih, daaih ngaahng baih, daaih ngaahng baih, daaih 

béng, seui ánbéng, seui ánbéng, seui ánbéng, seui án    
coke hó lohkhó lohkhó lohkhó lohk    
cold dungdungdungdung    
come làihlàihlàihlàih    
comfortable syû fuhksyû fuhksyû fuhksyû fuhk    
company gûng sîgûng sîgûng sîgûng sî    
cook jyú, jyún faahn, a cook: jyú, jyún faahn, a cook: jyú, jyún faahn, a cook: jyú, jyún faahn, a cook: 

chyùh sîchyùh sîchyùh sîchyùh sî    
cost capital: sìhng búncapital: sìhng búncapital: sìhng búncapital: sìhng bún    
course fo chìhng (M: go)fo chìhng (M: go)fo chìhng (M: go)fo chìhng (M: go)    
cow ngàuhngàuhngàuhngàuh    
cup bûibûibûibûi    
cute dâk yidâk yidâk yidâk yi    
daughter néuinéuinéuinéui    
day yahtyahtyahtyaht    
delicious hóu sihk, hóu meihhóu sihk, hóu meihhóu sihk, hóu meihhóu sihk, hóu meih    
die séiséiséiséi    
diligent kàhn lihkkàhn lihkkàhn lihkkàhn lihk    
dinner máahn faahnmáahn faahnmáahn faahnmáahn faahn    
do jouhjouhjouhjouh    
doctor yî sângyî sângyî sângyî sâng    
dog gáugáugáugáu    
dollar mânmânmânmân    
don’t ¬h¬h¬h¬h    
down dâidâidâidâi    
dozen dâdâdâdâ    
draw waahk, draw money: waahk, draw money: waahk, draw money: waahk, draw money: 

tàih chíntàih chíntàih chíntàih chín    
dress noun: kwàhn, verb: noun: kwàhn, verb: noun: kwàhn, verb: noun: kwàhn, verb: 

jeukjeukjeukjeuk    
drink yáyáyáyámmmm    
drive drive car: jâ chêdrive car: jâ chêdrive car: jâ chêdrive car: jâ chê    
each múihmúihmúihmúih    
early jóujóujóujóu    
east dûngdûngdûngdûng    
eat sihksihksihksihk    
either or: waahk jé, one of or: waahk jé, one of or: waahk jé, one of or: waahk jé, one of 

tttthhhheeeemmmm::::    kkkkèèèèiiiihhhh    jjjjûûûûnnnngggg    yyyyââââtttt    ggggoooo,,,,    

any one of them: sih any one of them: sih any one of them: sih any one of them: sih 

daahn yât godaahn yât godaahn yât godaahn yât go    
elder brother gòh gôgòh gôgòh gôgòh gô    
England Yîng GwokYîng GwokYîng GwokYîng Gwok    
Europe Âu JâuÂu JâuÂu JâuÂu Jâu    
even juhngjuhngjuhngjuhng    
even more juhng, gang gâjuhng, gang gâjuhng, gang gâjuhng, gang gâ    
expensive gwaigwaigwaigwai    
fall ditditditdit    
fast faaifaaifaaifaai    
fat fèihfèihfèihfèih    
father bàh bâ / dê dìhbàh bâ / dê dìhbàh bâ / dê dìhbàh bâ / dê dìh    
fee faifaifaifai    
feel gok dâkgok dâkgok dâkgok dâk    
few síusíusíusíu    
first 1111stststst: daih yât, sîn: daih yât, sîn: daih yât, sîn: daih yât, sîn    
fish yúyúyúyú    
five çghçghçghçgh    
floor ground: deih há, level: ground: deih há, level: ground: deih há, level: ground: deih há, level: 

láuláuláuláu    
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flower fâfâfâfâ    
food yéh sihkyéh sihkyéh sihkyéh sihk    
foolish chéunchéunchéunchéun    
foreigner ngoih gwok yàhnngoih gwok yàhnngoih gwok yàhnngoih gwok yàhn    
forget ¬h¬h¬h¬h gei dâk gei dâk gei dâk gei dâk    
fortunate hóu chóihóu chóihóu chóihóu chói    
four seiseiseisei    
free time: dâk hàahn, time: dâk hàahn, time: dâk hàahn, time: dâk hàahn, 

money: míhn faimoney: míhn faimoney: míhn faimoney: míhn fai    
friend pàhng yáuhpàhng yáuhpàhng yáuhpàhng yáuh    
from yàuhyàuhyàuhyàuh    
full múhn, opp. to hungry: múhn, opp. to hungry: múhn, opp. to hungry: múhn, opp. to hungry: 

báaubáaubáaubáau    
get ló, nîngló, nîngló, nîngló, nîng    
give béibéibéibéi    
glass cup: bûi, glass material: cup: bûi, glass material: cup: bûi, glass material: cup: bûi, glass material: 

bô lêibô lêibô lêibô lêi    
go heuiheuiheuiheui    
good hóuhóuhóuhóu    
goods fo (maht)fo (maht)fo (maht)fo (maht)    
greasy fèihfèihfèihfèih    
green luhk sîkluhk sîkluhk sîkluhk sîk    
guess gúgúgúgú    
half bunbunbunbun    
hamburger hon bóu bâauhon bóu bâauhon bóu bâauhon bóu bâau    
hand sáusáusáusáu    
happy hôi sâmhôi sâmhôi sâmhôi sâm    
hardworking kàhn lihkkàhn lihkkàhn lihkkàhn lihk    
have yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh    
have to yiuyiuyiuyiu    
he kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih    

heavy chúhngchúhngchúhngchúhng    
help bôngbôngbôngbông    
her kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih    
here nî douhnî douhnî douhnî douh    
him kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih    
his kéuih gekéuih gekéuih gekéuih ge    
hold nîngnîngnîngnîng    
home ûk kéiûk kéiûk kéiûk kéi    
homework gûng fogûng fogûng fogûng fo    
Hong Kong Hêung GóngHêung GóngHêung GóngHêung Góng    
hot yihtyihtyihtyiht    
hour jûng (tàuh)jûng (tàuh)jûng (tàuh)jûng (tàuh)    
house ûkûkûkûk    
how many? géi dôgéi dôgéi dôgéi dô    
how much? géi dôgéi dôgéi dôgéi dô    
how? qty: géi, the way: dím qty: géi, the way: dím qty: géi, the way: dím qty: géi, the way: dím 

(yéung)(yéung)(yéung)(yéung)    
however daahn haihdaahn haihdaahn haihdaahn haih    
hundred baakbaakbaakbaak    
husband sîn sâang(polite), lóuh sîn sâang(polite), lóuh sîn sâang(polite), lóuh sîn sâang(polite), lóuh 

gûng(casual)gûng(casual)gûng(casual)gûng(casual)    
I ngóhngóhngóhngóh    
if yùh gwóyùh gwóyùh gwóyùh gwó    
in at: hái, enter: yaat: hái, enter: yaat: hái, enter: yaat: hái, enter: yahphphphp    
inside yahp bihnyahp bihnyahp bihnyahp bihn    
it kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih    
Italy Yi Daaih LeihYi Daaih LeihYi Daaih LeihYi Daaih Leih    
Japanese people: yaht bún yàhn, people: yaht bún yàhn, people: yaht bún yàhn, people: yaht bún yàhn, 

language: yaht mánlanguage: yaht mánlanguage: yaht mánlanguage: yaht mán    
juice jâpjâpjâpjâp    
July chât yuhtchât yuhtchât yuhtchât yuht    
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June luhk yuhtluhk yuhtluhk yuhtluhk yuht    
just just before: âam âmm / just before: âam âmm / just before: âam âmm / just before: âam âmm / 

jing wah, just only: jing wah, just only: jing wah, just only: jing wah, just only: 

jihng haihjihng haihjihng haihjihng haih    
know jî doujî doujî doujî dou    
Kowloon Gáu LùhngGáu LùhngGáu LùhngGáu Lùhng    
lady girl: néuigirl: néuigirl: néuigirl: néuih jái, address h jái, address h jái, address h jái, address 

her: síu jéher: síu jéher: síu jéher: síu jé    
Lan Kwai 
Fong 

Làahn Gwai FôngLàahn Gwai FôngLàahn Gwai FôngLàahn Gwai Fông    

last previous: seuhng, the previous: seuhng, the previous: seuhng, the previous: seuhng, the 

end: jeui méihend: jeui méihend: jeui méihend: jeui méih    
last week seuhngseuhngseuhngseuhng----go láihgo láihgo láihgo láih----baaibaaibaaibaai    
late chìh, not punctual: chìh chìh, not punctual: chìh chìh, not punctual: chìh chìh, not punctual: chìh 

doudoudoudou    
laugh siusiusiusiu    
lazy láahnláahnláahnláahn    
left left side: jó bihn, verb: left side: jó bihn, verb: left side: jó bihn, verb: left side: jó bihn, verb: 

lèih hôi / jáulèih hôi / jáulèih hôi / jáulèih hôi / jáu    
lessons tòhng (no tòhng (no tòhng (no tòhng (no M)M)M)M)    
let dángdángdángdáng    
letter seun (M: fûng)seun (M: fûng)seun (M: fûng)seun (M: fûng)    
light hênghênghênghêng    
like jûng yijûng yijûng yijûng yi    
listen têngtêngtêngtêng    
live jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh    
look mohngmohngmohngmohng    
look for wánwánwánwán    
lost ¬h gin jó¬h gin jó¬h gin jó¬h gin jó    
lots dôdôdôdô    
love jûng yi (coll.) jûng yi (coll.) jûng yi (coll.) jûng yi (coll.) 

oi(formal)oi(formal)oi(formal)oi(formal)    
mainland daaih luhkdaaih luhkdaaih luhkdaaih luhk    
make jíng, jouh (different jíng, jouh (different jíng, jouh (different jíng, jouh (different 

usage), in a slang way: usage), in a slang way: usage), in a slang way: usage), in a slang way: 

gáaugáaugáaugáau    
mango mmmmông gwóông gwóông gwóông gwó    
many dôdôdôdô    
matter sih (M: gihn)sih (M: gihn)sih (M: gihn)sih (M: gihn)    
me ngóhngóhngóhngóh    
meal châanchâanchâanchâan    
medicine yeuhkyeuhkyeuhkyeuhk    
minute fân (jûng)fân (jûng)fân (jûng)fân (jûng)    
minutes meeting minutes: meeting minutes: meeting minutes: meeting minutes: 

wuihwuihwuihwuih----yíh geiyíh geiyíh geiyíh gei----luhk, luhk, luhk, luhk, 

time: fân (jûng)time: fân (jûng)time: fân (jûng)time: fân (jûng)    
mistake chochochocho    
mobile 
phone 

sáu tàih dihn wásáu tàih dihn wásáu tàih dihn wásáu tàih dihn wá    

money chínchínchínchín    
month yuhtyuhtyuhtyuht    
more dô dîdô dîdô dîdô dî    
most jeuijeuijeuijeui    
mother mâ mìhmâ mìhmâ mìhmâ mìh    
movie heiheiheihei    
MTR deih titdeih titdeih titdeih tit    
must yâtyâtyâtyât----dihngdihngdihngdihng    
my ngóh gengóh gengóh gengóh ge    
Mum mâ mìhmâ mìhmâ mìhmâ mìh    
Nathan Road Nèih Dêun DouhNèih Dêun DouhNèih Dêun DouhNèih Dêun Douh    
naughty yáihyáihyáihyáih    
never chùhng lòih ¬hchùhng lòih ¬hchùhng lòih ¬hchùhng lòih ¬h    
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next gaak lèihgaak lèihgaak lèihgaak lèih    
next week hahhahhahhah----go láihgo láihgo láihgo láih----baaibaaibaaibaai    
nice personality: hóu, hóu personality: hóu, hóu personality: hóu, hóu personality: hóu, hóu 

yàhn, look nice: lengyàhn, look nice: lengyàhn, look nice: lengyàhn, look nice: leng    
not ¬h¬h¬h¬h    
not yet meihmeihmeihmeih    
now yìh gâyìh gâyìh gâyìh gâ    
number houh máh, houh máh, houh máh, houh máh, 

transliteration: nâm bátransliteration: nâm bátransliteration: nâm bátransliteration: nâm bá    
o’clock dímdímdímdím    
often sìhng yahtsìhng yahtsìhng yahtsìhng yaht    
old old things: gauh, age: old things: gauh, age: old things: gauh, age: old things: gauh, age: 

lóuhlóuhlóuhlóuh    
one yâtyâtyâtyât    
only jihng haihjihng haihjihng haihjihng haih    
opposite deui mihndeui mihndeui mihndeui mihn    
or dihng, waahk jédihng, waahk jédihng, waahk jédihng, waahk jé    
orange fruit: cháang, colour: fruit: cháang, colour: fruit: cháang, colour: fruit: cháang, colour: 

cháang sîkcháang sîkcháang sîkcháang sîk    
orange juice cháang jâpcháang jâpcháang jâpcháang jâp    
order cocococommand: mihng mmand: mihng mmand: mihng mmand: mihng 

lihng, order food in a lihng, order food in a lihng, order food in a lihng, order food in a 

restaurant: giurestaurant: giurestaurant: giurestaurant: giu    
out chêutchêutchêutchêut    
outside chêut bihnchêut bihnchêut bihnchêut bihn    
pager call gêicall gêicall gêicall gêi    
paper jíjíjíjí    
pay béibéibéibéi    
pen bâtbâtbâtbât    
people yàhnyàhnyàhnyàhn    
person yàhn, yányàhn, yányàhn, yányàhn, yán    

play wáanwáanwáanwáan    
please ¬h gôi¬h gôi¬h gôi¬h gôi    
poor inferior: châ, no inferior: châ, no inferior: châ, no inferior: châ, no 

money: kùhngmoney: kùhngmoney: kùhngmoney: kùhng    
pretty lenglenglengleng    
quick faaifaaifaaifaai    
quiet jihjihjihjihngngngng    
quite géigéigéigéi    
rain lohk yúhlohk yúhlohk yúhlohk yúh    
read táitáitáitái    
red hùhng sîkhùhng sîkhùhng sîkhùhng sîk    
reporter gei jégei jégei jégei jé    
rice cooked rice: faahn, cooked rice: faahn, cooked rice: faahn, cooked rice: faahn, 

uncooked rice: máihuncooked rice: máihuncooked rice: máihuncooked rice: máih    
rich yáuh chínyáuh chínyáuh chínyáuh chín    
right opposite to left: yauh, opposite to left: yauh, opposite to left: yauh, opposite to left: yauh, 

correct: âamcorrect: âamcorrect: âamcorrect: âam    
road louhlouhlouhlouh    
run jáujáujáujáu    
San Miguel sâang lihksâang lihksâang lihksâang lihk    
say wah, góngwah, góngwah, góngwah, góng    
school hohk haauhhohk haauhhohk haauhhohk haauh    
schoolbag syû bâausyû bâausyû bâausyû bâau    
second 2222ndndndnd daih yih, time: míuh daih yih, time: míuh daih yih, time: míuh daih yih, time: míuh    
see gingingingin    
she kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih    
shop pou táupou táupou táupou táu    
shopping máaih yéhmáaih yéhmáaih yéhmáaih yéh    
short in height: aí, in length: in height: aí, in length: in height: aí, in length: in height: aí, in length: 

dyúndyúndyúndyún    
should yîng gôiyîng gôiyîng gôiyîng gôi    

Parts of Speech                                                                Page 72 

sick behng, ¬h syû fuhkbehng, ¬h syû fuhkbehng, ¬h syû fuhkbehng, ¬h syû fuhk    
side view jâk mihnjâk mihnjâk mihnjâk mihn    
silly sòhsòhsòhsòh    
sing cheung (gô)cheung (gô)cheung (gô)cheung (gô)    
sleep fan gaaufan gaaufan gaaufan gaau    
sleeping fanfanfanfan    
smart lêklêklêklêk    
so gamgamgamgam    
some yât dîyât dîyât dîyât dî    
someone yáuh yàhnyáuh yàhnyáuh yàhnyáuh yàhn    
sometimes yáuh sìhyáuh sìhyáuh sìhyáuh sìh    
son jáijáijáijái    
song gôgôgôgô    
soon yât jahn gâanyât jahn gâanyât jahn gâanyât jahn gâan    
sorry ¬h¬h¬h¬h----hóu yihóu yihóu yihóu yi----sisisisi    
sound sêngsêngsêngsêng    
sour syûnsyûnsyûnsyûn    
Sprite syut bîksyut bîksyut bîksyut bîk    
stamp yàuh piuyàuh piuyàuh piuyàuh piu    
start hôi chíhôi chíhôi chíhôi chí    
station jaahmjaahmjaahmjaahm    
still juhngjuhngjuhngjuhng    
straight jihkjihkjihkjihk    
street gâaigâaigâaigâai    
student hohk sâanghohk sâanghohk sâanghohk sâang    
study wân syûwân syûwân syûwân syû    
sudden dahk yìhndahk yìhndahk yìhndahk yìhn    
table tóitóitóitói    
take carry: ló, transport: carry: ló, transport: carry: ló, transport: carry: ló, transport: 

daapdaapdaapdaap    
tall gôugôugôugôu    

taxi dîk sídîk sídîk sídîk sí    
taxi stand dîk sí jaahmdîk sí jaahmdîk sí jaahmdîk sí jaahm    
tell gónggónggónggóng    
ten sahpsahpsahpsahp    
that gó + MWgó + MWgó + MWgó + MW    
themselves kéuih deih jih géikéuih deih jih géikéuih deih jih géikéuih deih jih géi    
then gân jyuhgân jyuhgân jyuhgân jyuh    
there gó douhgó douhgó douhgó douh    
therefore só yíhsó yíhsó yíhsó yíh    
they kéuih deihkéuih deihkéuih deihkéuih deih    
thin sausausausau    
thing yéhyéhyéhyéh    
think námnámnámnám    
this nî + MWnî + MWnî + MWnî + MW    
three sâamsâamsâamsâam    
tie verb: bóng, noun: tâaiverb: bóng, noun: tâaiverb: bóng, noun: tâaiverb: bóng, noun: tâai    
time sìh gaan, freq.: chisìh gaan, freq.: chisìh gaan, freq.: chisìh gaan, freq.: chi    
tired guihguihguihguih    
to heuiheuiheuiheui    
today gâm yahtgâm yahtgâm yahtgâm yaht    
together yât chàihyât chàihyât chàihyât chàih    
toilet wash room: sái sáu wash room: sái sáu wash room: sái sáu wash room: sái sáu 

gâan (elegant, used gâan (elegant, used gâan (elegant, used gâan (elegant, used 

with strangwith strangwith strangwith strangers), toilet: ers), toilet: ers), toilet: ers), toilet: 

chi só (casual, used at chi só (casual, used at chi só (casual, used at chi só (casual, used at 

home)home)home)home)    
tomorrow tîng yahttîng yahttîng yahttîng yaht    
too taaitaaitaaitaai    
toy wuhn geuihwuhn geuihwuhn geuihwuhn geuih    
traffic gâau tûnggâau tûnggâau tûnggâau tûng    
traffic jam sâk chêsâk chêsâk chêsâk chê    
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Tsim Sha 
Tsui 

Jîm Sâ JéuiJîm Sâ JéuiJîm Sâ JéuiJîm Sâ Jéui    

TV dihn sihdihn sihdihn sihdihn sih    
two yihyihyihyih    
umbrella jêjêjêjê    
understand mìhngmìhngmìhngmìhng    
use yuhngyuhngyuhngyuhng    
usually tûng sèuhngtûng sèuhngtûng sèuhngtûng sèuhng    
very hóuhóuhóuhóu    
wait dángdángdángdáng    
waiter sih yingsih yingsih yingsih ying    
walk hàahnghàahnghàahnghàahng    
wallet ngàhn bâaungàhn bâaungàhn bâaungàhn bâau    
want séungséungséungséung    
watch verb: tái, noun: sáu bîu verb: tái, noun: sáu bîu verb: tái, noun: sáu bîu verb: tái, noun: sáu bîu 

(M: jek)(M: jek)(M: jek)(M: jek)    
Watch táitáitáitái    
water séuiséuiséuiséui    
watermelon sâi gwâsâi gwâsâi gwâsâi gwâ    
we ngóh deihngóh deihngóh deihngóh deih    
week láih baai / sîng kèihláih baai / sîng kèihláih baai / sîng kèihláih baai / sîng kèih    
well noun: jéng, adv.: noun: jéng, adv.: noun: jéng, adv.: noun: jéng, adv.: 

hóu, …em…: gámhóu, …em…: gámhóu, …em…: gámhóu, …em…: gám    
what mât yéhmât yéhmât yéhmât yéh    
when in in in in a statement: dông, in a statement: dông, in a statement: dông, in a statement: dông, in 

a question: géi sìha question: géi sìha question: géi sìha question: géi sìh    

where bîn douhbîn douhbîn douhbîn douh    
which bîn MWbîn MWbîn MWbîn MW    
who bîn go?bîn go?bîn go?bîn go?    
wife taai táaitaai táaitaai táaitaai táai    
will wúihwúihwúihwúih    
win yèhngyèhngyèhngyèhng    
wish hêi mohng, jûkhêi mohng, jûkhêi mohng, jûkhêi mohng, jûk    
with tùhngtùhngtùhngtùhng    
work back to work: fâan back to work: fâan back to work: fâan back to work: fâan 

gûng, do: jouhgûng, do: jouhgûng, do: jouhgûng, do: jouh    
write sésésésé    
wrong chochochocho    
year nìhnnìhnnìhnnìhn    
years old seuiseuiseuiseui    
yellow wòhnwòhnwòhnwòhng sîkg sîkg sîkg sîk    
yesterday kàhm yahtkàhm yahtkàhm yahtkàhm yaht    
Yesterday chàhm yaht, kàhm yahtchàhm yaht, kàhm yahtchàhm yaht, kàhm yahtchàhm yaht, kàhm yaht    
yet (juhng) meih(juhng) meih(juhng) meih(juhng) meih    
you singular: néih, plural: singular: néih, plural: singular: néih, plural: singular: néih, plural: 

néih deihnéih deihnéih deihnéih deih    
younger 
brother 

sai lóusai lóusai lóusai lóu    

younger 
sister 

sai múisai múisai múisai múi    

your singular: néih ge, singular: néih ge, singular: néih ge, singular: néih ge, 

plural: néih deih geplural: néih deih geplural: néih deih geplural: néih deih ge    
yourselves néih deih jih géinéih deih jih géinéih deih jih géinéih deih jih géi    
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