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| Unit 1 List of Parts of Speech I

1. Comparing the parts of speech

Cantonese
1. Nouns
2. Adjectives
3. Numbers
4, Pronouns
5. Verbs
6. Adverbs
7. Prepositions
8. Conjunctions
9. Interjections
10. Onomatopoeias
11. Measure Words
12. Particles

English Counterparts
Nouns

Adjectives

Numerals

Pronouns

Verbs

Adverbs

Prepositions

Conjunctions

Interjections

Onomatopoeias

Article- a, an, the

Parts of Speech
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Notes

From No. 1-No. 10, there are English counterparts. The definitions of

them are not the exactly the same but are similar.

Besides, all the parts of speech mentioned in this book are according
to the classification of Cantonese and may not be the same as that in
English.

Cantonese doesn’t have Articles

There is no articles - a, an & the in Cantonese.

Therefore in Cantonese, for “a” or “an”, people say “one: yat”. For

definite referring - the, people use measure word.

English doesn’t have Measure Words and
Particles

Measure Word and Particles are two most difficult parts of speech to

most learners as there is no counterparts in English.
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| Unit 2 Nouns I

1.

Y

2)

3)

Definition

Nouns are the words that denote people, things, or place and time.

Measure Word has to be used

A numeral does not modify a noun directly. It must have a measure

word between it and the noun it modifies.

Details of measure words will be talked in the later chapter

Singular & Plural

Nouns in singular or plural are the same in form. The context can

usually tell the mentioned nouns are in singular or plural.

a person
yat go yahn

1 MW  person
a friend
yat go pahng yauh

1 MW friend
many people
héudd yihn

many person

Nouns of locality

1) east
diing
2) left
i6 bihn
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3)

4)

5)

A
6)

0
7

8)

(1)
1y

2)

3)

right
yauh bihn
outside

chéut bihn

inside

yahp bihn / néuih bihn

They can work as subject or object.

There are cars at the back
hauh bihn  yAuh ché

back  side has  cars
They can form with other words to form position phrase.
the right of the MTR station
deih tit jaahm yauh bihn

MTR  station s right side

There are lots of people at the right of the MTR station
deih tit jaahm yauh bihn y&'luh héu do yﬁhn

MTR  station ‘s right  side has many people

Exercise
Singular & Plural

a friend
MW for friend (people related) go
fiiend pahng yauh

yat go pa\lhng yéuh

two friends

léuhng go pahng yauh

many friends

héudo pihng yauh
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(2) Nouns of locality

1) The toilet is on the right
toilet 541 sau gaan

sdishu gdan hai yauh bihn
2) The back of the taxi stand

taxi stand dik sf jaahm

dik s jaahm hauh bihn

3) opposite to my house
opposite deur mihn

my house ngbh ik kéi (usually house is: ik, home is: iik kéi)

ngbh Tk ké deui mihn
4) I will wait for you at the left of the bank
bank ngahn hohng

wait ding

ngbh hii ngdhn hdhng j6bihn ding

&
néih

Parts of Speech

Page 6



| Unit 3 Adjectives I

1.

(1)

1y

B

2)

Definition:

Adjectives are words that describe the shape, quality or state of a

person or a thing,.

As in English, people may distinguish predicative and attributive uses
of adjectives. Predicative adjectives behave very much like verbs,
following the subject. Attributive adjectives always precede the noun,

which they modify.

Predicative adjectives

. V4
Most common modifier - hou

A predicative adjective is usually preceded by a modifier.

When people want to say “very”, of course they will say “very: héu”.
However even if they don’t really mean “very”, if no other modifier

is used, they will add “very: héu” before the adjective.

hdu in this function may be regarded as merely an adjective marker,
its meaning being much weaker than English ‘very’.

She is beautiful
kéuih hbéu leng
she very beautiful
Used as predicates, adjectives may take aspect markers and
complements
You have got much taller.
néih gou jb héu do
you tall FPV{(ed) much
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()

Y

2)

3)

4)

5)

Other modifiers

Usually, “so: gam” has to be used under a certain situation but no just

used as a replacement of “very” as that is used in English.

You are so late!
el
néih gam chih!
She is so rich!
a / 7 ’
kéuih hou yauh chin
(In English, “so” can be replaced by “very” here, Cantonese use “very: héu” but not “so”)
She is so rich! I can’t tell
a 7 ’ 2o N -
kéuih gam yauh chin, tai mh chéut wo!
she so have money (rich)  see can’t out  PRT/

(In English, “so” can’t be replaced by “very” here, Cantonese use “so: gam”)

She is so pretty!

kéuih hbéu leng

(In English, “so” can be replaced by “very” here, Cantonese use “very: héu” but not “so”)
She is so pretty, of course many people chase after her

kéuih gam leng, ghnghaih héuddydhn jéui 13

she s0 pretty, of-course many  people chase after PRT

(In English, “so” can’t be replaced by “very” here, Cantonese use “so: gam”)

Attributive adjectives

Between the attributive adjective and the noun it modifies, linking

particle “ge” is used

1) big apple
. 7
daaih pihng gwd
big apple
However, if the “whole set” of the moditier, eg. here is “daaih” is monosyllabic, the
linking particle is skipped.
2) very big apple
, . ,
héu daaih ge  pihng gwd
very big LP apple
Parts of Speech Page 8



3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

(1)
1)

2)

3)

The “whole set” of the modifier is “héu daaih” here is not monosyllabic, the linking

particle 1s used.
very delicious food
héu hdéusihk ge yéh
very — good eat LP things
my pen / my pens
ngbh ge bat
my LP pen
my pen (can use MW to replace the “ge”)
ngbh jT bt
my MW pen
my pens (can use MW to replace the “ge”)

“dr” is a MW used for all different plural objects when the number is

T

no specified. "di
ngbh di  bat
my MW pen

is also a MW for all uncountable objects

my mother (“ge” is skipped in kinship)
V4 -
ngbh mi mih

my company (“ge” is usually skipped for organization that one
belongs to)

ngbh giing sT

Comparison of Adjectives
di

more expensive

gwai di

expensive — more

cheaper

\ -
pehng di
cheap more

It’s hotter today.
gam yaht yiht di
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)

Y

2)

(1)

Y

2)

3)

4)

5)

today hot

Superlatives

Superlative constructions are formed with “most: jeui” preceding the

adjective:
He is the tallest
kéuih jeui

He most

more

gou
tall

They are the richest

kéuih deih jeui

they most

Exercise

yauh chin

have money (rich)

Predicative adjectives

You are smart!

hints: add a moditier before the adjective “smart”

néih héu Ik

This table is expensive

hints: add a moditier before the adjective “smart”

MW of table

Jjéung

nijéung tdi hdu gwai

I am getting fatter

ngbh f&ih jé

You are getting much prettier

néih leng-j6 héu do

He is so early

kéuih gam jéu

Parts of Speech



6) She is so thin!
kéuih hbu sau
7 You are so thin, you still eat so less?
still Juhng
eat sihk
so less gam siu yéh
néih gam sau, juhng sihk gamsfu yéh
(2) Attributive adjectives
1) a hardworking student
hardworking, diligent kahn lihk
kahn-lihk ge hohk-sdang
2) a big orange
MW for orange g0
orange chiang
yét go daaih chiang
(single syllable for the modifier, no need to add “ge”)
3) a very big orange
yét go hdu daaih ge chiang
4) my watch / my watches
MW for watch Jek
watch bir / sau biu
V4 V4 -
ngoh ge sau-biu
5) my watch
V4 . V4 -
ngoh jek sau-biu
6) my watches
4 -/ -
ngoh di sau-biu
http://www.clc.com.hk

7)

8)

3)

1)

2)

3)

4)

my money(uncountable)

ngbh di chin / ngbh ge chin

your company

néih giing-s1
Comparison of Adjectives

He is taller
tall gou

kéuih gou-di
This table is better
tall gou

ni-jéung tbi hdu-di
My wife is the best

ngbh taai-taai jeui-hbu
You are the laziest student
lazy l4ahn

néih haih jeui-l4ahn ge hohk-sdang

Parts of Speech
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| Unit 4 Numerals I

1.

Y
2)

3)

5)

3.
(1)

a8

Definition

Numerals are words that express numbers.

Numerals and measure words are often used together.

Ordinal Numbers

Placing the prefix “daih” before numerals can form ordinal numbers.
]st

daih yat

2nd

daih yih

1000"

daih yat chin

Sometimes cardinal numbers are used even they are actually in the
sense of ordinal numbers

80 Nathan Road
Néih Déung Douh  baatsahp  houh
Nathan Road 80 number

I live on the 11" floor
ngbh jyuh hai sahp yat l4u

v live on 11 floor

Special numerals
2

Both “yih” and “léuhng” means 2. When one says “two of
something”, ‘1éuhng” is used instead of “yih”.

One can also say that, before MW or nouns take no MW, ‘léuhng” is

used instead of “yih”
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Y
2)
3)
4)
5)

6)

7)

8)

()

28]

two pens

1éuhng j1 bat

twenty-two pens (not two of something)
yih sahp yih j1 bat

two days (day takes no MW)

1éuhng yaht

two dollars (two of sth.)

1éuhng man

twenty dollars (not two of sth.)
yih-sahp man

80.2 (20 cents)(two of “a-ten-cent”)
léuhng h(\)uh-(ji)

houh-j{ is a measuring unit that is equal to ten cents
$2.2

1éuhng go yih

. . . e ) -
“go” Is the measure word for coins, means dollars here. “Iéuhng” is usually used before a
MW.

2 dozen
1éuhng da

half

half can’t be used by itself

1) half an apple
bungo pihng gwd
2) one and a half apple
gobun pihng gwd
3) two and a half apple
1éuhng go bun pihng gwd
Parts of Speech Page 14



4. Exercise 6) I have come to Hong Kong for half month

come 13ih j6
(1) Ordinal Numbers month yunt (MY go)
1) Peter is the first, David is the second, I am the third ngbh 13ih-j6 Heung-Gbng bun go yuht

Peter daih yat, David daih yih, ngbh daih sdam
2) Page 10

(10" page)

page yilp

daih sahp yihp

(2) Special numerals

1) We have $2
have yauh

ngbh yauh léuhng man
2) Those children has $12

g6-d1 sai-man-ji yauh sahp-yih man

3) 2:10
1éuhng dim yih
, /17 ..
leuhng dim léuhng go jih
“ih” is the measuring unit of “a-five-minute”. “go” is the MW for “jih”, 1éuhng is usually
used before a MW.
4) He has gone for half day
gone heui j&
day yaht (day takes no MW)
kéuih heui j6 bun yaht

5) My daughter is one and half years old

daughter néui

P4 V& .
ngoh go néui seui bun
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| Unit 5 Pronouns I

1. Definition:

Pronouns are words that stand for nouns, verbs and adjectives.

2. Personal Pronouns

(1) Subjective & Objective cases

Subjective Case  |Objective Case  (Cantonese
I I me ngbh
2 |You you néih
3 |He, She, It him, her, it Kkéuih
4 |We us ngbh deih
5 [You you néih deih
6 |They them kéuih deih
(2) Possessive case
Possessive Possessive Cantonese
Adjective Pronoun
1 |my mine ngbh ge
2 |your yours néih ge
3 |his, her, its his, hers, its kéuih ge
4 |our ours ngbh deih ge
5 |your yours néihdeih ge
6 |their theirs kéuih deih ge

Usually in possessive case, the MW is used instead of the “ge”

“ge” or the MW is usually skipped in kinship , closed object or the

organization that one belongs to.

Examples

Y

2)
3)

4)

(3)

My wallet (“ge” can be skipped for wallet)

ngbh ge ngahn-baau
ngbh go ngihn-bdau
ngbh ngihn baau

My husband (ge is usually skipped)

ngbh sin-sdang

My home (ge is usually skipped)

ngbh k-kéi
My company (ge is usually skipped)
ngbh giling-sT
Reflexive pronouns

Reflexive Pronoun Cantonese
1 myself ngbh jih géi
2 yourself néih jih géi
3 himself, herself, itself kéuih jih géi
4 ourselves ngbh deih jih géi
5  |yourselves néih deih  jih géi
6 themselves

kéuih deih  jih géi

Demonstrative Pronouns

English Cantonese
1 |This ni go (MW)
2 |That gb go (MW)
3 |These ni
4  |Those gb
5 |Here ni
6 |There gb douh

http://www.clc.com.hk
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This is “ni go” where the go is the MW only. When different object ; N
. . . \ . .
is referred, different MW has to be used. kéuih-deih haih-mh-haih ngoih-gwok yahn a?

“g0” is the most common MW and therefore is used here. .
(2) Possessive Pronouns

1) Your (singular) dress is very beautiful

dress kwahn

4. Interrogative Pronouns

Interrogative pronouns take the place wither of the subject or of the PN N ;
n¢ih tiuh kwahn hou leng

object in a sentence.

English Cantonese 2) Your (plural) dresses are very beautiful
I [Who bin go néih-deih di kwihn héu leng
- V4 -

2 What mat yeh, me/(short form) 3) Her wallet is lost
3 Which bin 2o (MW) lost mh gin jé
4 Where bin douh
5 Howl PR : kéuih go ngihn-bdau th-gin-j6

ow long gei noih (refer to time, not length) . . e,
6 How many b do kéuih ngahn-baau mh-gin-jo

4) You husband is very nice
nice héu yahn

Who must refer to people, therefore the MW must be “go”. For
“Which”, it may refer different object; therefore the corresponding néih sTn-sdang héu h(')u-(ya\lhn)
MW has to be used. Cantonese won'’t say “I like your husband”. Like is “jing yi” which is the same as “love”.

5) Your home is very big
home ik kéi

5. Exercise big daaih

(1) Personal Pronouns

néih tik-kéi hbu daaih
1) I am/haih/ Hong Kong people

1 7) .

peoE s () Reflexive Pronouns

ngbh haih Héung-Géng yahn 1)  You yourselves make the mistake
2) You (plural) are not Hong Kong people make the mistake Jouh cho (do wrong)

el .o &

néih-deih thh-haih Heung-Géng yahn neih jih-gei jouh cho

3) Are they are foreigners 2) They themselves are careless
careless mh siu sam (not carefill)

(they be not be foreigners)

foreigners ngoih gwok yahn
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kéuih-deih jih-géi mh-sfu-sam

(4 Demonstrative Pronouns
1) This is an watermelon
Is haih
ni-go haih sai-gwa
2) These are watermelons
ni-d1 haih sai-gwa
3) That is a book
book syii (MW: biin)
V4 V4 . -
g0-bun haih syti
4) Those are books
gb-di haih syt
5) This is water
ni-d1 haih séui
6) That is water
gb-dT haih séui
7) It is Hong Kong here
(here 1s Hong Kong)
ni-douh haih Héung-Géng
8) It is mainland there
mainland daarh luhk
g6-douh haih daaih-luhk
http://www.clc.com.hk Page 21

()
1y

2)

3)

4)

5)

Interrogative Pronouns

Who are you?
(vou are who?)

néih haih bin-go a?

What is it?
(this is what?)

ni-go haih mat-yéh a?

Which is better (which pen) ?
MW for pen 3

bin-jT hdu-di a?

Where is your home?
(vour home in where?)
In/at/on hai

néih Gik-kéi hai bin-douh a?

How many people ?

géi d6 yahn a?

Parts of Speech
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| Unit 6 Verbs I

1.

1y

2)

1y

2)

3)

Definition

Verbs are the words that express the action, behaviour or change of a

person or a thing.

A sentence may take no verbs

In English, a sentence must take a verb, however in Cantonese, a
complete may take no verb

The baby is very cute
g0 bthbi héu dik yi

MW(the)  baby very cute

I am sick /I feel sick
ngbh thh syd fuhk
7 not comfortable

No Variation in form

Cantonese verbs do not vary in form according to number, person or

tense.

1 like eating beef

ngbh jingyi sihk ngiuh yuhk
She likes eating fish

kéuih jingyi sihk yh
I am going to Tsim Sha Tsui / I went to Tsim Sha Tsui
ngbh heui Jim Si Jéui

Tense - Time

Tenses compose of “time” and “aspect”.

1y

2)

3)

4)

|

Examples of time: yesterday, now, tomorrow, now, ...

In Cantonese, the time of an action is mainly expressed by time

words instead of the verb itself

I always go to Central

ngbh sihng yaht heui Jiing-Waahn

/ always o) Central

Yesterday, I went to Central

chdhm yaht, ngbh heui Jing-Waahn
yesterday, / g0 Central

“chahm yaht” shows the action was in the past

Tomorrow, I will go to Central

ting-yaht, ngbh heui Jing Waahn
tomorrow, 7 go Central

“ting yaht” shows the action is in the future
Tomorrow, I will go to Central
ting-yaht, ngbh wilih heui Jing Waahn

tomorrow, 7 will go Central

wiih can be added before the verb to shows the willingness of the
action rather than show it’s a future tense.

wiiih helps with the “modal” rather than the “tense” of a sentence.
wiiih is somehow similar to “would” in “I would ....”

Actually people use ting yaht to show its future tense instead.

Tense - Aspect

An action may be in stage of progression, continuation or completion,

and these different stages of an action are known as aspects.
The aspect and the time of an action are separately shown.

Cantonese add an additional “aspect particle” to show the aspect —

the state of the action.

There are 4 aspect particles.

http://www.clc.com.hk Page 23
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(1)

1y

2)

3)

4)

Name Abbr. Indicate Eng |Cant
Perfective PFV the completion of anjed [j6
action

Experiential |[EXP a certain experience injed |gwo

the past

Progressive PROG the progressive aspect |ing |gén

Continuous CONT the continuous aspect  |ing |jyuh

Perfective Aspect

When people just state an action happen in the past, don’t use “j6”.
When people want to indicate the completion of an action, “j6” is
used. Usually it is used to emphasis of the action or the effects of the
action still there. Moreover, in English, if it will use perfect tense
usually in Cantonese, people use the aspect particle “j0” as well.

Sometimes in English, people used simple past tense, Cantonese still

use the “j6”.
I've bought a pen
ngbh miaih b j1 bat
/ bought PFV{(ed) MW coat
He died
kbuih séi b

he die PFV{(ed)

Negative form:
He hasn’t died yet
kéuih meih séi
he notyet  die
Question form:
Have you bought it?
néih méaihj6 meih a?
he buy ed notyet  PRT

Again, it is in A-not-A format: bought not yet?

http://www.clc.com.hk Page 25
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Y

2)

3)

(3)

Y

2)

3)

Experiential Aspect

It’s used to express a certain experience in the past.

I have been to England

r4 .
ngoh heui gwo Ying Gwok
! go EXP England

Negative form:
I have never been to England.

ngbh  meih heui  gwo Ying Gwok

! not yet go EXP England

ngbh  mbuh heui  gwo Ying Gwok

! not have go EXP England

Question form:

Have you been to England?

néih  heui gwo YingGwok  meih a?
you go EXP England not yet PRT

néih  yauhmbéuh heui gwo Ying Gwok a?

you have not have g0 EXP England PRT

Progressive Aspect

It’s very similar to the continuous tense in English.

I am walking
ngbh haahng gin
7 walk  ing
I am watching TV
ngbh thigin  dihnsih
7 watch ing TV
Negative form:
I am not watching TV
ngbh mhhaih tiigin  dihnsih
7 not  be watch ing TV
Question form:

Parts of Speech Page 26



4)

()

Y

2)

3)

4)

Are you watching TV?
néih haihthhaih tiigin dihnsih a?

/ be not be watch ing TV PRT?
Continuous Aspect

It help to indicate the continuation either of an action or of a state as
the result of an action.

Please help me to hold the bag

thh-géi bdongngdh Iing jyuh go dodi

please help  me hold  CONT{(ing) MW/(the) bag

The action is continuous, but no progression. Actually you are asking
people to “holding” the bag instead of just “hold” and then “drop” it.
I am looking at the TV
ngbh mohng jyuh  go dihnsih

7 look CONT{(ing)  the A%

The action is continuous, but no progression.

The action of watching has progression as the person watch some

programs and get some information etc.

The action of looking has no progression as the TV is turn off and the
person just look at a stand still object.
They tie the cow.
kéuih deih bbéng jyuh  jek ngduh
they tie CONT{(ing) MW(the)  cow
The action of “tie” has been completed but the state of the result of

“tie” continues
Watch out!
tai  jyuh  al

watch CONT(ing) PRT

The action of “watch” is continuous

http://www.clc.com.hk Page 27

5)

6)

7)

8)

Negative forms:

They don’t tie the cow.

kéuih deih thhaih bbéngjyuh  jek ngiuh
they not be tie CONT(ing) MW(the) cow

They haven’t tied the cow.

kéuihdeih méuh  béngjyuh  jek ngduh
they not have tie  CONT(ing) MW(the) cow

Question forms:
Do they tie the cow?.
kéuih deih haih mh haih bdéngjyuh jek ngduh a?
they be not be tie CONT MW(the) cow  PRT?

Have they tied the cow?
kéuih deih yAuhmdéuh  béngjyuh jekngiuh a?

they have  not have tie CONT  MW(the) cow  PRT?

Verb-Object compounds

Many “verb” are actually verb object compound, aspect particle has

to be place between them, just after the verb.

1) have meal
sihk faahn
eat  rice
2) I am having meal
ngbh sihk gin faahn
1 eat  PROG(ing) rice
3) I have eaten my meal
ngbh sihk j6  faahn
7 eat PFV{(ed) rice
4) drive
ja ché
drive car
Parts of Speech Page 28



5)

6)

(1)
1y

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

sleep

fan gaau
sleep(verb) the noun of a sleep
bath

chiing 1éuhng

bath(verb)  a bath

Exercise
Perfective Aspect

Yesterday, I bought a pen.

kahm yaht, ngbh mfAaihjé yatjibat

The reporters has gone there

digeijé dou heuijo gb douh

I’ve eaten a lot and so I'm very full

a lot héu dé yéh
s0 56 yih
full baau

ngbh sihk-j6 héu-dd yéh, s6-yih ngdh hbu baau

He hasn’t taken any medicine.

kéuih mbuh sihk yeuk

Last week, I haven’t bought any pens.
last week seuhng go l4ih baai

seuhng go laih-baai, ngbh mbuh méaih bt

She hasn’t cook the dinner yet
cook the dinner jy faahn

kéuih meih jyh faahn

Has he take any medicine?
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8)

@
D

2)

3)

)
D

2)

3)

4)

kéuih yhuh mbéuh sihk yeuk a?
Have you taken the medicine yet?

néih sihk-j6 yeuhk meih a?

Experiential Aspect

I have been to China
China Jing-Gwok

ngbh heui gwo Jiing-Gwok

I have never been to Europe
Europe Au Jau

ngbh meih heui-gwo Au Jau
ngbh mbuh heui-gwo Au Jau

Have you been to Lan Kwai Fong?

Lan Kwai Fong Laahn Gwai Fong

néih yAuh mbuh heui gwo Laahn Gwai Fong a?
néih heui gwo Liahn Gwai Fong meih a?

Progressive Aspect

I am writing.

ngbh sé gin jih
Yesterday 3:00, I was watching TV.

kahm yaht sdam dim, ngbh tii gin dihnsih

I am not writing.

ngbh thhhaih sé gén jih

Are you writing.

néih haihtmhhaih sé gin jih a?

Parts of Speech



5) Now I am singing 2) The baby is sleeping

sing cheung go (Iit.: sing song) baby bih-bi
yih-gd, ngbh cheung gén g6 gobih-bi fangin gaau
6) He is not doing homework, he is playing the toy car 3) He has slept
kéuih thh-haih jouh-gin giing-fo, kéuih fan j6 gaau
kéuih haih whan-gin ga wuhn-geuih chg 4)  The child is bathing
When one wants to emphasis, “haih” can be added before the verb, play: wéan child sai man jii
(4 Continuous Aspect go sai man jai chfing gin I¢uhng

1) The student is carrying his schoolbag
schoolbag syil baau

go hohk-saang ling-jyuh go syti-baau
2) Have they tied the cat?

kéuih-deih yauh mbuh bdng-jyuh jek maau a?
3) No, they haven'’t tied the cat

mbuh, kéuih-deih méuh bbng-jyuh jek miau
4) Does Peter look at Mary?

Peter haih-mhh-haih mohng-jyuh Mary a?
5) No, Peter doesn’t look at Mary, he looks at Kitty.

thh haih, Peter thh-haih mohng-jyuh Mary, kéuih haih
mohng-jyuh Kitty

(6) Verb-Object compound

1) She is driving

kéuih ja gin ché
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| Unit 7 Adverbs I

1.

Y

2)

3)

Y

2)

3)

4)

5)

Definition

They modify verbs or adjectives by expressing time, scope, quality,

state or degree.

Adverbs have to be come before the verbs they modify

Degree

very beautiful
héu leng
quite beautiful
géi leng
most beautiful
jeui leng

Time

now

yih ga

What are you doing now?

néih ylhgi jouhgin matyéh a?
you now do ing what PRT?

just before, a minute ago

jing wah

Someone looked for you a minute ago.

jingwah yAuh yihn wan néih
just before have person look for you

always

sihng yaht

whole day

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

Y

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

always go to play

sihng yaht heui wAan
whole day g0 play

sometimes

yauh  sth

have time
sometimes not free
V4 \ - \
yauh sth mh dik hdahn
have time not can free
soon, then
jauh
go straight, then you will see it (soon)
jihk heui, jauh wiih gin dbu

straight  go, soon ,then will see  can

State

suddenly
dahk yihn
suddenly  fell down
dahk yihn dit dai
suddenly, fell  down
fortunately
héu chéi
good fate
fortunately, I haven’t been late.
héu chdi, ngdh mbuh chih dou
fortunately, 1 not have  late arrive
still, even
juhng
It’s still very cold now.
yihgi juhng haih hbéu dung

now, still be very cold
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7)

8)

9)

10)

1)

12)

1y

2)

3)

4)

Peter is even naughtier than David

Peter juhng  yaih gwo David

Peter even naughtier than David
both ...and ...
yauh ... yauh ...

(can repeat more than two times)

He is foolish and lazy

kéuih yauh chéun yauh ldahn
he and foolish and lazy

He is fail again!

kéuih yauh mth hahp gaak la!
he again  not pass PRT

again

joi

see you again

joi gin

Scope

also, too

dou

He is also very fat

kéuih dou héu feih

only
jihng haih
only be

He always only plays but not doing homework
kéuih jihng haih whan, mhjouh ging fo

he only play, not do homework

http://www.clc.com.hk

6. Exercise
(1) Degree
1) You are very silly
silly soh
néih hu soh
2) He is the worst
bad cha
kéuih jeui cha
) Time
1) Where have you gone just before?
jing-wah néih heui-j6 bin-(douh) a?
2) You always shopping around
shopping around hdahng-gaai maaih-yéh (walk streets buy things)
4. \ \ - 4 - V4
n¢ih sthng-yaht haahng-gaai maaih-ych
3) I’'m sorry, I'm not free now
not free mih dik-haahn
thh-hbu yi-si, ngbh yih-gi mh dak-hdahn
(3) State
1) I am sick suddenly
ngbh dahk-yihn mh sy fuhk
2)  fortunately, I didn’t lost my wallet
hdu-chbi, ngbh mbuh mh-gin go ngaahn baau
3) It’s still very hot yesterday
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4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

)
1

2)

chdhm-yaht juhng-haih héu yiht

He is lazy, you are even more lazy

kéuih 14ahn, néih juhng 14ahn

She is both pretty and smart, of course she won’t love you

kéuih yauh leng yauh Igk, ging-haih thh-wiiih jiing-yi néih 13

Yesterday he came, today he came again

chahm-yaht kéuih 13ih, gdm yaht, kéuih yauh 13ih

Yesterday he came, today he will come again

chihm-yaht kéuih 13ih, gdm yaht, kéuih wiih joi 13ih
see you next time

(next time again see)

hah-chi joi gin
Scope

I am also very tired
tired guih

ngbh dou hbu guih

He has only eaten a bit

. 7 7
a bit siu siu

kéuih jihng-haih sihk-j6 sfu stu
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| Unit 8 Preposition I

1.

Introduction

Prepositions are words that are placed before nouns, pronouns or
phrase to form a prepositional phrase and are used together to express

the direction, object, time, place, etc. of an action.

Prepositions must be used together with nouns, noun phrases, verb
phrases, adjective phrases etc. to form prepositional phrases. The

words after the preposition are the objects of the preposition.

Because prepositional phrase is used as an adverbial modifier to

modifies the verb, most of the time it comes before the verb.

The following are some examples of prepositions.

&
hai
héi = at, in, on

hi combines with a noun or pronoun denoting time, place or
direction to form a prepositional phrase which is used as an adverbial

modifier to express the time or place of an action.

Negation is achieved by adding mh before hai.

1) She works in Central
kéuih hai Jing Waahn fiaan giing
she mn Central back  work
2) She does not work in .Central.
kéuih  thhhaih h4i Jing Waahn fian giing
she not  be n Central back  work
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1y

\
yauh
yauh indicating a staring point. It is used as an adverbial modifier

modifying a verb by telling when or where the action starts.

She comes from England

kéuih yiuh YingGwok  1dih

she from England come
2) He start to do his homework from 3:00
kéuih yiuh siamdim hoichi jouh gingfo
he from 3:00 start do ‘homework
\
4. tuhng
tiihng combine with a noun or pronoun to modify verbs as adverbial
modifiers. It is used to indicate the object of an action
1) 1 told her
ngbh tihng kéuih gbng
7 with she tell
2) I went with my friends
ngbh tihng pihng yduh heui
7 with friend g0
5. Exercise
(1) héi
1) I live in TST
ngbh jyuh héi Jim-Sa-Jéui
2) He works in Wanchai
kéuih hii Waan-J4i faan-gling
3) I do my homework at school
school hohk haauh
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@)
D

2)

3)

)
D

2)

ngbh hai hohk-haauh jouh giing-fo
yauh

I come from China

ngbh yiuh Jing-Gwok liih

She is from England to go to France
France Faat Gwok

kéuih yiuh YIng-Gwok heui Faat-Gwok
I go to Causeway Bay from North Point
Tuthng Loh Waahn(Waan)
North Point Bak Gok

Causeway Bay

ngbh yauh Bak-Gok heui Ttihng-Loh-Waahn
tihng

He told his mother he wanted to buy that toy bear
(he with mother speak he want buy that toy bear)

toy wuhn geuih

bear hilhng (M: jek)

kéuih tihng ma-mih gbng kéuih séung méaih gd-jek wuhn-geuih
hiihng

Mum always plays with us together
(Mum always with us together play)

ma-mih sthng-yaht tihng ngdh-deih yat-chiih whan
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| Unit 9 Conjunctions I

1.

1y

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

Definition

Conjunctions are used to connect words, phrases or clauses.

Common Conjunctions

and

tihng / tihng maaih
and and with

or

waahk jé / dihng

maybe or probably are also: waahk-jé

because

yan waih

therefore, so

s6 yih

although, though

s€ui yihn

but, however

daahng haih

moreover

yih ché

then, and then
gan jyuh

not only

th daan ji
otherwise

yuh gwb mh haih (more casual)
i not

fau jak (more formal)
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1)

12)

Y

2)

B8]

3)

4)

B

5)

6)

if
yuh gwb
even if

jauh syun

\ \ \ .
tuhng / tuhng maaih
This one and that one
ni go tihng gb go
this  one and that MW
I have bought books and pens
ngbh mAaihjé6  syi tihng bat
7 buy ed books and pen
Notice that when the subject phrase contains two or more nouns

joined together by tuhng, the predicate is usually preceded by the
adverb doéu marking the plurality.

This one and that one are both expensive

nigo tihng gbgo dou hdéu gwai

this one and that one both very — expensive

Father, mother, and younger brother are here.

bah ba, mah ma, tihng sai 16u douhii douh

father , mother, and younger brother all at here

Unlike and’ in English, however, tihng is never used to join clauses;
nor is it normally used to join verbs or adjectives.

The correct linking of the clauses is simple juxtaposition.
1 buy books and he buys pens

ngbh maaih sy, kéuih mAaih bt

7 buy pens he buy pens

One hamburger and one coke please (food ordering)

mh goi yatgo hdlohk, yatgo hon bbu biau

please 17 MW coke, 7 MW hamburger
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(1)

(1.1)

Y

2)

(1.2)

Y

2)

()

or = waahk jé / dihng

For a statement

In a statement, the usage of “waahk-j&” is more than “dihng”
or = waahk-jé

waahk jé indicates an alternative relationship between two or more
items.

This one or that one is okay.

ni go waahkjé gb go dou hdyth

this one or that MW also can

I guess he is either a Chinese or Japanese

ngbh gh kéuihhaih  Jing Gwok yahn

7 guess he s Chinese
waahk jé  haih  Yaht Bl yahn
or is Japanese
or = dihng

dihng used for uncertainty. Usually the sentence is start with “I don’t
know ...”

I don’t know this one or that one is better

ngbh m™hji ni go dihng gbgo hbudi

7 not know this  one or that MW better

I don’t know he is a Chinese or Japanese

ngbh ™hji kéuihhaih  Jing Gwok yahn

/ don’t know he is Chinese
. . / \
dihng haih  Yahp Bun yahn
or 1s Japanese

For a Question

In a question, the usage of “dihng” is more than “waahk-jé”
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2.1

1y

2)

3)

(2.2)
Y

2)

dihng: the answer is one and only one

Expect the answer is either this one or that one

Hot or cold? (ordering drinks, the waiter asks the customer)
yiht  dihng(haih) dung a?
hot or cold PRT?
This one or that one ?
ni go dihngthaih) gb go  a?
this one or that MW PRT?

You have a red one or a yellow one?

néih yauh hiuhng-sik dihng wohng-sik a?
you have red  color or yellow  color  PRT?

(expect either one)

waahk jé: the answer may be none or both

Do you have mobile phone or pager?

/. / 7 JAAY ¥4 -
neih yauh mOouh sautaih waahk jé call géi a?
Yyou have not have mobile or call machine(pager) PRT

The person may have both mobile and pager or none of them.
Therefore “dihng” has to be used instead of “waahk jé&”

Do you have a red one or a yellow one?

néih yihuh mbéuh huhng-sik waahk-jé wohng-stkk  a?

(expect none or both)

yan waih ... sb yth

- . z /- .
It’s very common for both “yan waih” and “so y1h” are used in the
4 7 .
same sentence. “soO y1h” can also be used alone. However it’s not so

common for “yan wai” be used alone.

1) Because there is traffic jam, therefore I'm late
- . - - 2 ¢ r4
yan waih sik chg, s6ylh ngbh chihdou
because blocked car therefore 7 late
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2) There is traffic jam, therefore I'm late 3) If this is $60, I will then buy

sik ché, s6ylh ngbh chihdou — — p—
blocked car,  therefore 7 late yuh gwo luhk-sahp man, ngoh jauh (wuih) maaih

4) Even if you gives her flowers, it’s useless
6 séui yﬂ d ] haih (even if you give flowers to her also no use)
jauh-syun néih sung fa béi kéuih dou mbuh yuhng

It’s very common for both “s&ui yihn” and “daahng haih” are used in

the same sentence. “daahng haih” can also be used alone. However .
s ) and = tihng (maaih)

. -\
it’s not very common for “s€ui ythn” be used alone.

1)  Although it rains, he doesn’t bring umbrella ) Itake MTR and bus
- . . ¢ em take (for transportation) daap
séui yihn lohk ylih, daahng haih kéuih thdaai j& TR et tit
although rain, but he not bring  umbrella bus bi-si

2) It rains, however he doesn’t bring umbrella

lohk yh, daahng haih kéuih mhdaai j& ngbh daap deih-tit tihng ba-si
rain, but he not bring - umbrella 2)  The yellow one and the green one are very expensive
yellow wohng sik

7. Exercise reer kst
() Common conjunctions wohng-sik tiihng luhk-sik dou hdu gwai
1) Peter is so good to you, moreover he is so rich. Of course you should (d%u has to be used here)

choose him but not David 3) Peter and David are late

so good to you deui néih gam héu

rich yéuh chin (have money) Peter tihng David dou chih (dou)

h i -
oo “an (dou has to be used here)
Peter deui néih gam hdu, yth-ché yauh gam yAuh-chin. 4)  1like eating apple and he likes eating oranges

el V4 . - - V4 4 . \ V4 . -
n¢ih gang-haih ying-g6i gaan kéuih mh gaan David 1a. ngbh jling-yi sihk pihng-gwb, kéuih jling yi sibk chéang
(no “and” should be used)

5) I have one elder brother and one younger sister

(yauh means ““also” here)

2) How about having meal, and then go to watch a movie?
(eat finish rice, then watch movie, good not good?)

finish o elder brother 20h go
. }‘Ilu . Yyounger sister sai miti
movie er
41 2 - \ RN - s
sihk-ylhn faahn, gin-jyuh thi hei, héu thh hé a? ngoh yauh yat-go goh-gd tuhng yat-go sai-mii
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)
D

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

or = waahk jé / dihng

I can take the MTR or bus

can hé yih

ngbh hé-yih daap deih tit waahk-jé ba si

I don’t know I should take MTR or bus.
should ying goi

ngbh mh-jT ngdh ying-gdi daap deih-tit dihng ba-si
I will go in June or July

ngbh luhk-yuht waahk-jé chat-yuht wiiih heui
(indicating an alternative)

I don’t know I will go in June or July

ngbh mh jT luhk-yuht dihng chat-yuht heui
(uncertainty)

Peter or David will come later

chih-di, Peter waahk-jé David wiih 13ih
(indicating an alternative)

I don’t know Peter or David will come

ngbh th ji Peter dihng David wiiih 1dih
(uncertainty)

You take MTR or bus?
(I guess you either take the MTR or the bus)

néih daap deih-tit dihng (haih) ba-sf a?

Do you have a pager or mobile phone?

néih yAuh mbuh call g&i waahk jé sau-taih a?

9)

10)

1)

12)

13)

(4)
1

2)

Hot or cold?

yiht dihng (haih) dung ga?

He is tall or short?

short ai

kéuih gou dihng 4i ga?
He is a Hong Kong people or a foreigner?
foreigner ngoih gwok yahn

kéuih haih Héung-Géng yihn dihng haih ngoih gwok yihn a?

Do you have a blue one or a black one?
blue [dahm sik
black haak sik

néih yAuh-mbuh 13ahm sik waahk-jé haak sik a?

You have a blue one or a black one?

néih yAuh 13ahm sik dihng haak sik a?

Because & Although

Because the watch is second hand, therefore it’s very cheap.
watch sau biu

second hand yih sdu

yan-waih jek su-bfu haih yih-sau, s6-yth héu péhng

Although the chicken wings are delicious, they are very greasy
greasy 12ih (lit.: fat)

s€ui-yihn df gdi-yihk hbu hdu-sihk, daahn haih hbu feih
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| Unit 10  Interjection & Onomatopoeias I

1.

(1)

Y

()

Y

()

1y

Interjection

An interjection is an exclamation, a crying out or a response.

ghm = ‘well’

It may serve to fill a pause or transition, often together with a
particle.
Well... let me think about it
V4 V4 V4 V4 V4 -
gam , dang ngOoh nam nam sin
well let me think  think  first

Here “ndm nam” means “think a while”
= ¢ ’
ai ya! = ‘oh

It is a negatively charged exclamation, expressing shock or
disapproval.

Oh no, I've forgotten to bring my key!

dgiyal ngbh mhgeidik daai s6sth a!
ohdear! I forget bring key  PRT/

séi la!

Expresses panic or despair in an emergency.
I’'m dead! I forgot to tell him
séi la! ngbh thhgeidik tihngkéuih gbng

dead PRT, 7 not remember with him speak

Onomatopoeias

An onomatopoeic word is one that imitates the sound of a thing or an

action.
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Y

2)

(1)
1

2)

3)

He laughs in the sound ‘ha ha’.

kéuih hd hi gim daaih siu
he .. . 50 great laugh
The chair down in the sound ‘pak’

jéung dang ‘pdahk’ yat séng dit dii jo

MW chair ‘pak’ one  sound fall  down ed
Exercise
Interjections
Well... it’s OK

ghm ah, hbula

Oh no, I've forgotten to bring my wallet!

aiya! ngbh mh-gei-dik daai ngahn-biau a !
Oh I'm dead, I lost the money.

séi la, ngbh thh-gin-j6 di chin a!

Parts of Speech
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| Unit 11 Measure Words I

1.

(1)
1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

Definition

Measure words are words that express a unit of things or action. They

comes before nouns for measuring purposes
It is similar to the function of “piece” in “a piece of paper.

Different group of objects take different measure words. Usually

some shape of object share the same MWs.

Measure Word (MW) is also called Noun Classifier.

When to use measure words
Specific referring

1 like reading books (general referring, no MW)
V4 V4 cm . 4 -
ngoh hou jingyi tai syu
/ very like read books
Do you have any pens? (general referring, no MW)
néih yhuh mbéuh  bat a?
Yyou have not have pen  PRT?
The book is very expensive (specific)
bin  sy@  hbéu gwai
MW(the)  book very expensive
Have you seen the pen? (specific)
néih yhuhmbuh gin-gwo jéung ji = a?
you have  not have  seen EXP MW(the) paper PRT?
this  person (specific)
ni go yahn
next week (specific)

hah go  lih-baai
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()
1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

(3)

Follows a numeral or quantifier

two MW dogs
léuhng jek  ghu
each MW car
mbih ga ché
Which pen is better?
bin jT bat héudi a?
which MW  pen better PRT?
Which is better? (the context is understood to talk about pen)
bin jT hbéudi a?
which MW  better PRT?
One please (buying things, the context is understood to talk about
pen)
thh-gdi  yat ji
please 1 MW
When the noun is understood, it will be skipped, however the MW
must be kept.

Relative quantifiers

For relative quantifiers, usually the MW is skipped. However

sometimes, people will still keep it,

1) I have many books
ngbh yhuh hdu-do syi
2) I only have a few stamps
ngbh dik hdu-sfu yiuh-piu
7 only have a few stamps
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(1)

Y
2)
3)

4)

s
5)

6)
7)

8)

@)
D

Exceptions for no MWs

Basically, all countable nouns, even abstract nouns, such as wish,

also take measure word. However there are some exceptions which

don’t take MW.

Usually exceptions are those nouns which themselves are somehow

have the measuring sense.

Some Time Expressions

. /
yaht ‘day’ , nihn ‘year’, fin ‘minute’ and mfu ‘second’

three days

saam yaht

three years

sdam nihn

three minutes

saam fan (jling)

three second

sdam mfu (jiing)

Other time expression still take measure words
three MW ‘a five minutes’
sdam go jih

three MW  hour

sdam go jlng

three MW months

saam go yuht

three MW weeks

siam go laih baai

Others

2 lessons

1éuhng tohng

1y

2)

28]

3)

4)

Confusion between “a” and ‘“the”

When people say “the” for something, they say:
the ... MW + noun

€69

When people say “a” or “an” for something, they say:

a/an... yat + MW + noun

However quite often, people skip the “one: yat” when people speak

that in a whole sentence.
Therefore people say:

al/an... yat(skipped) + MW + noun

I want to buy a pen /I want to buy the pen
ngbh séung méaih  ji bat

/ want buy MW(a/the)  pen
91 1s the MW for pens
This sentence will not be used in ordering in a shop. Because people don’t say “want” in
ordering. “want: séung” in Cantonese is just a modal verb which show the intention.
People will just say “ngdh séung maaih ji-bat” to their fitends or tell a shop assistant to let
he/she show where the pens are located etc.
If you want to order a pen, you have to say something like “One please: mh-goi yat-ji”’ or
“This one please: mh-goi ni-ji”,
I’'ve bought a pen / I've bought the pen
ngbh mAaihjé ji bat

7 buy ed MW(a/the) pen
“yat” can be skipped, however the MW “5i” can’t be skipped.

Therefore when people say “ MW + a noun”, people don’t know it’s
definite or indefinite referring by itself. However usually by the

context, people will know that. If somebody just say “ji-bat”, usually
it means “the pen” rather than “a pen”.
The pen is very expensive
jT bat hbéu gwai
MW(the) pen very — expensive
The apple is very sour

go  pihnggwd hdéu syin
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Y

2)

A
3)

28]

4)

Y

2)

MW(the) apple very sour

Measure word: “go”

“g0” is the most general MW, if you don’t know which MW has to
be used, you can use “go”. Even though it may be wrong, people are

easier to understand your sentence rather than you just skip the MW.

Moreover “go” is used with all words denoting people.
three students

saam go hohk saang

a chef

yét go chytih st

“g0” is also used with round objects

an apple

yit go pihng-gwd

It is also used for individual items that do not call for a more specific
classifier.

Thus abstract nouns that refer to non-concrete entities lacking
physical features, general take go:

a wish

yat go  yuhn-mohng

Measure Word : di

di is a measure word used for all nouns showing plural without
definite quantity or uncountable nouns

the chair

jéung dang

MW(the)  chair

the chairs

di dang

3)

4)

5)

7)

Y

2)

3)

MW(plural)  chair
That mango

V4 - V4
g0 go moOng-gwo
that MW mango
Those mango

V4 - - V4
g0 di mong-gwo
those MW(plural) mango
The orange juice

- V4 om
di chaang jap

MW(the)  orange Juice

A9

di has the meaning of some. When refer to “some”, it can be “di” or

“yat di”

There are some water

gbdouh yAuh (yat)di séui
there have MW(some) water

There are some people

gbdouh yAuh (yat)di yahn
there have MW(some) people

Container Measure Word

a glass of water
- - 4 .

yat bui seui

a glass  water

Where “bui” is the container MW

two cups of coffee
léuhng bii ga f&

2 cup coftee
a bottle of coke
yatjéun ho lohk

1 bottle coke
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8. Sortal Measure Words

Define nouns in terms of shape

Cantonese [Shape Examples
faai flat surfaced object, glass (vertical)

buhng flat surface wall
jéung flat objects table (horizontal)
fak rectangular items photograph
gauh irregular, lump-like stone
gihn piece cake
abstract nouns matter
commodities jewellery
go round apple
relate to people son, friend, child, student
abstract nouns wish, challenge
jek animal dog
round object egg, watch
one of a pair one earring
ji cylindrical items pen
joh large item building
lap small objects marble
tiuh long, thin object road
animals fish, snake

Define nouns in terms of functional features

Cantonese |Function Examples
ba tools and instruments umbrella, knife, lock
ga vehicles car, aeroplane
large machine sewing machine
fahn a ‘copy’ or ‘part’ newspaper
gihn clothing shirt, overcoat, T-shirt

0 More specific sortal measure word

Cantonese |Used for / Meaning |Examples
bouh machine camera
volume novel
bin volume book
chahng storey flat
daan bill item of business
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douh place place
dan/duhng pillar building
fiing message letter
gian block, building house
geui phrase phrase
gyun roll film
jahm smell smell
paaih bar chocolate
po stem, truck tree
pin text article
sau music song
[ Alternative classifiers
eg. a ship

yat ga syuhn (large vehicle)
eg. a boat

1)
1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

yat jek syuhn (small object)

Exercise
When to use measure words

that person is very tall

gb go yahn hbu gdu

specific referring

I have ten friends

ngbh yAuh sahp go pahng-y4uh

Do you have any paper?

néih yhuh mbéuh ji a?

The paper is lost
lost mh gin jé
jéung  ji thh gin j6

MW(the)  paper not see ed (lost)

I have some pens
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ngbh  yAuh (yat) di bat

7 have some pen
6) I’ve bought some apple juice

ngbh  maaih-j6 di pihng-gwd jap

7 buy ed some apple Juice
(2) Exceptions for no MWs
1) I’ve come to Hong Kong for four years

ngbh 13ih-j6 Heung-Gong sei nihn

“nthn” doesn’t take MW
2) She has gone to Italy for four weeks

kéuih heui-j6 Yi-Daaih-Leih sei-go 14ih-baai

“l3ih baai” takes MW
(3) Measure word: “go”
1) I have a son and a daughter

4 V4 - ol N\ N . - 4 -

ngoh yauh yat-go jai tuhng-(maaih) yat-go n€ui
2) The doctor is very nice

doctor yisang

- - V4 I4

go y1-sang hou hou
3) I have two wishes

ngbh yauh léuhng-go yuhn-mohng
4) People have many wishes

yahn dou yAuh h6u-d6 yuhn-mohng

people also have  many wishes

(general refer, the noun doesn’t take MW)
http://www.clc.com.hk Page 59

()
1y

2)

3)

4)

5)

()

1y

2)

3)

Measure Word : di

This bottle is very heavy
heavy chithng

ni go jéun
These bottles are very light
light héng

ni di j€un

I want to drink coffee

ngbh séung yim ga-fe

I want to drink some coffee

, / / -
ngoh seung yam di ga-fé
“dr” here means “some”

The coffee is very sour

di ga-fé¢ hbusyiin

“dr” here means “the”

Container Measure Word

One coke , two Sprite please

th-gbi yat-bii hd-lohk, léuhng-bﬁi syut-bik
How much for a bottle of San Miguel

sang-lihk géi chin yat-jéun a?
San Miguel cost $18 a bottle

sang-lihk sahp-baat man yat-jéun
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| Unit 12 Particles I

1.

Y
2)
3)

(1)

()

1y

2)

Introduction

Particles are words that are added to words, phrases or sentences to

express some additional meanings.

Kinds of Particles

Linking Particles
Aspect Particles
Modal Particles

Linking Particles
Introduction

Linking particles are words that connect words and make them into

phrases with certain syntactic construction.
The main linking particles are: ge, gAm, and dak

It is also called as structural particles.
ge : Used in Attributive modifier

‘ge’ is also called as possessive particle when it is used in possessive

case

My book/books
ngbh ge sy
my LpP book

very expensive pen/pens
héu gwai ge bat

very expensive LP pen

3)

4)

5)

6)

(3)

big apple/apples
héu daaih ge pihng gwd

very big LP apple

However, ‘ge’ does not indicate the noun is singular or plural. If you
wish to specify that the noun is singular, definite number or plural etc,

use the measure word instead of the possessive particle.

My book
ngbh bin  syd
my MW book

My two books are both lost
ngbh 1léuhngbln syii dou mh gin jd

my 2 MW book  also lost
My books
, - -
ngoh di syl
my MW(plural) book

ghm : Used when the Adverbial modifier is adjective
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1) study quietly
héujihng ghm  wian jaahp
very  quiet LP(y) study
2) eating happily
héu hoéisim gim  sihk yéh
very happy LP(ly) eating matter
3) run quickly
, . , .2
hou faai gam jau
very quick LP(ly) ran
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@) dak

(4.1) Degree complement

A degree complement indicates the degree or extent of an action or a
thing.
1) sang very well
cheung dik  héu hdu
sing LP very  well

2) drew poorly
waahk  dak héu cha

draw LP very — poor

(4.2) Potential complement

A potential complement tells the possibility of an action taking place

or being realized.

1) can listen clearly
téng  dik ching chd
listen LP(can, possible) clear

2) can read and understand
thi  dik mihng

read LP(can, possible) understand

4. Aspect Particles

Refer to this book, the chapter about Verbs

5. Modal Particles

Modal particles are attached to a sentence to show various moods

such as imperative, exclamatory or declarative.

Sometimes they are inserted where there is a pause in a sentence.
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(1)

Y

2)

()

1y

1)
1)

2)

There are more than forty different modal particles. Besides, different
modal particles may be used at the same time, therefore the possible

set of modal particles are numerous.

Here we talk about two of the common modal particle ‘a’ and ‘@’

a

Soften the force of statements or confirmations

Yes
haih a
be PRT

Making a question

Do you go?

néih heuithhheui a?
Yyou go not  go PRT?
a

A more tentative form of a, typically used in request
Please give me one. (In a shop)
\ - - . -
(mh goi) yat gihn 3
please / MW PRT
Quite often, “please: mh goi” is skipped by Hong Kong people, however usually people

44444

Exercise
Linking particle - ge

He is a hardworking student

kéuih haih yat-go kahn-lihk ge hohk-siang
His pen(s)

kéuih ge bit
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3)  His pen costs $10
kéuih ji bat sahp man
4) His pens are very new
kéuih di bat hbu san
35) Their money is lost
kéuih-deih ge/di chin mh-gin-gb
@) Linking particle - ghm
1) The child eat quietly
go sai-man-ji hdu jihng gim sihk-yéh
2) The old lady walks carefully
old lady poh pé
carefully sfu sam
go poh-p hbu sfu-sdm gam haahng
(3) Linking particle - dak
1) He walked very fast, I can’t follow him
fast faar
can’t follow gan mih déu (follow not successtilly)
kéuih haahng dak hbu faai, ngdh gin th d6u kéuih
2) The child can read (and understand) this letter
letter seun (MW: fiing)
go sai-man-jai t4i dak mihng ni fing seun
(4 Modal Particles
1) Where do you go?
néih heui bin-(douh) a?
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2) How much is this dress?

ni-tiuh kwihn géi chin a?
3) Two blue ball pen. (In a shop)

blue laahm sik
ball pen yuhn-ji bat

1éuhng-jT 1dahm-sik ytihn-j bét &
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| Unit 13  Glossary: English to Cantonese I

about daaih koi big daaih
after hauh, ji hauh black haak sik
again joi, yauh blue 1dahm, l3ahm sik
ago it chihn book syl
also dou bottle jéun
although séui yﬂm bring daai
always silmg yaht bus ba st
am haih but daahn haih
and tihng, tihng miaih buy méaih
apple pﬂmg gwc') buying méaih
around jau waih by sign of passive: béi
arrive dou can capable of doing sth:
ask mahn sik, permitted to: h6
at héi yih
baby bih bi Cantonese Gwc')ng Diing Wi
back verb: faan, noun: bui, car ché

behind: hauh bihn careful sfu sim
bad waaih, inferior: cha Central Jing Waahn
bag d6i chair dang
bank ng:?lhn h(\)hng chase after jeui
bath chiing 1éuhng cheap pehng
bear animal: hiihng, give chef chyth st

birth: sdang chicken wing gai yihk
beautiful leng child sai man _]él
because yan waih Chinese style: jiing sik,
beef ngauh yuhk language: jiing mén,
before jT chihn people: jiing gwok
belong suhk yii yahn

choose ghan tdih chin
clear ching chd dress noun: kwahn, verb:
coffee ga fe jeuk
coin ngaahng baih, daaih drink yAm
béng, seui 4n drive drive car: ja ché
coke hé lohk each miih
cold dung early _](')u
come 13ih east diing
comfortable syt fuhk eat sihk
company \ofing s either or: waahk jé, one of
cook jyti, jyln faahn, a cook: them: kéih jling yat go,
chyth st any one of them: sih
cost capital: sthng biin daahn yat go
course fo chﬂmg (M: go) elder brother g(\)h g6
cow ngz‘luh England Ying Gwok
cup bii Europe | Ry Jau
cute dak y1 even juhng
daughter néui even more juhng, gang gﬁ
day yaht expensive gwai
delicious |hgu sihk, hbu meih fall dit
die séi fast faai
diligent k3hn lihk fat féih
dinner méahn faahn father bah ba/ d& dih
do jouh fee fai
doctor yi sang feel gok dak
dog géu few stu
dollar mén first 1%: daih yat, sin
don’t thh fish yﬁ
down dai \five figh
dozen da floor ground: deih h, level:
draw waahk, draw money: lau
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flower fa heavy chﬁhng
food yéh sihk help béng
foolish chéun her kéuih
foreigner —Ingoih gwok yihn here ni douh
forget thh gei dak him kéuih
fortunate  h&y chdi his kéuih ge
[four sei hold ning
free time: dak hiahn, home ik kéi
money: mihn fai homework |gfing fo
friend p?lhng yt'luh Hong Kong Héung G(')ng
from yﬁuh hot yiht
full mithn, opp. to hungry: hour jling (tauh)
biau house ik
get 15, ning how many? géi dé
give béi how much? géi do
glass cup: biii, glass material:| |ow? qty: géi, the way: dim
bd I8i (yéung)
80 heui however daahn haih
good héu hundred baak
goods fo (maht) husband sn sdang(polite), 16uh
greasy feih giing(casual)
green luhk sik 1 ngbh
guess gﬁ if y\\].h gw6
half bun in at: hai, enter: yahp
hamburger  |hon bdu baau inside yahp bihn
hand siu it kéuih
happy hoi sam ftaly Yi Daaih Leih
hardworking |kahn lihk Japanese people: yaht btn yahn,
have yAuh language: yaht man
have to yiu juice j&-lp
he kéuih July chat yuht
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June luhk yuht oi(formal)
just just before: am amm / | |mainland  |daaih luhk
jing wah, just only: make jing, jouh (different
jihng haih usage), in a slang way:
know j1dou ghau
Kowloon Ghu Lﬁhng mango mong gW6
lady girl: néuih j4i, address many do
her: sfu jé matter sih (M: gihn)
Lan Kwai 1 33hn Gwai Fong me ngbh
Fong meal chaan
last previous: seuhng, the medicine Jhk
d: ieui méih ye
end: jeui me minuie fan (jiing)
last week  |seuhng-go 14ih-baai . S
— oy o minutes meeting minutes:
chih, not punctual: ¢ wuih- yfh gei-luhk,
dou . .
time: fan (jliing)
laugh siu -
mistake cho
lazy 4 -
Laahn y mobile su taih dihn wa
left left side: jO bihn, verb: phone
1¢ih hoi / jAu money chin
lessons t(‘)hng (no M) month yuht
let déng more dé di
letter seun (M: fing) most jeui
light héng mother ma mih
like jiing yi movie hei
listen téng MTR deih tit
live jyuh must yat-dihng
look mohng my ngbh ge
look for wan Mum mi mth
lost thh gin J6 Nathan Road |N&ih Déun Douh
lots dé naughty y&'lih
love jling yi (coll.) never chiihng 18ih thh
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next gaak I&ih play wéan
next week  |hah-go l4ih-baai please thh gdi
nice personality: héu, hbu poor inferior: cha, no
yahn, look nice: leng money: kiihng
not th pretry leng
not yet meih quick faai
now yl\h g quiet jihng
number houh méh’ quite géi
transliteration: nim b4 rain lohk ytih
o’clock dim read thi
often sﬂmg yaht red hﬁhng sik
old old things: gauh, age: reporter gei jé
16uh rice cooked rice: faahn,
one yat uncooked rice: miih
only jihng haih rich yéuh chin
opposite deui mihn right opposite to left: yauh,
or dihng, waahk jé correct: aam
orange fruit: chiang, colour: road louh
chéang sk run jau
orange juice chéang jap San Miguel saang lihk
order command: mihng say wah, gbng
lihng, order food in a school hohk haauh
restaurant: giu schoolbag |syi baau
out chéut second 2" daih yih, time: miuh
outside chaut bihn see gin
pager call g&i she kéuih
paper _]i shop pou thu
pay béi shopping — |\miaih yéh
pen bt short in height: af, in length:
people yihn dyl'm
person ya\lhn, yén should ying goi
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sick behng, thh sy@ fuhk taxi dik s
side view _]ik mihn taxi stand dik st Jaahm
silly soh tell g(’mg
sing cheung (g5) ten sahp
sleep fan gaau that g6 + MW
sleeping fan themselves |kéuih deih jih géi
smart 18k then gan jyuh
SO gam there g6 douh
some yat di therefore sd yfh
someone yhuh yahn they kéuih deih
sometimes yéuh sth thin sau
son _]él thing yéh
song go think nim
soon yat jahn gaan this ni + MW
sorry thh-hbu yi-si three sdam
sound séng tie verb: bdng, noun: taai
sour sylin time sth gaan, freq.: chi
Sprite syut bik tired guih
stamp yauh piu to heui
start héi chi today gam yaht
station jaahm together yat chih
still juhng toilet wash room: si siu
straight jihk gaan (elegant, used
street gaai with strangers), toilet:
student hohk s3ang chi sb (casual, used at
study wan syl home)
sudden dahk ythn tomorrow \ting yaht
table tbi too taai
take carry: 16, transport: foy wuhn geuih
daap traffic gdau tiing
tall gou traffic jam |5k chg
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Tsim Sha | Fim S3 Jéui where bin douh
B which — bin MW
TV . .

dihn sih who bin go?
W .

’ yih wife taai thai

umbrella is -

Je will whih
understand ml\hng i yéhng
e yuhng wish hsi mohng, jik
usually tine séuhn - :

g€ scuhng with thn

very héu X .

” y won back to work: faan
Wal, dang gting, do: jouh
waiter sih ying write sé

\
walk haahng wrong cho
wallet b 3
ngahn baau year
nihn
want L
seung years old seui
watch verb: ti, noun: sdu biu yellow wohng sik
(M: jek) yesterday kahm yaht
Watch 43
-~ tai Yesterday |chihm yaht, kihm yaht
water Lori >
— seut yet (juhng) meih
atermelon a1 a3

" sallgw a ' you singular: néih, plural:
i ngoh deih néih deih
week 14ih baai / sing kéih younger sai 16u
well noun: jéng, adv.: brother

héu, ...em...: ghm younger |sai mfii
what _ 7 sister

mat ych Sour i odih

. - . singular: neih ge
when in a statement: dong, in v , g ’

. /. plural: né€ih deih ge
a question: géi sth
yourselves  |n&ih deih jih géi
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