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vir1  List of the parts of speech I

A1 The list
Cantonese English Counterparts
1. Nouns Nouns
2. Numbers Numerals
3. Measure Words ok
4, Pronouns Pronouns
5. Verbs Verbs
6. Adjectives Adjectives
7. Adverbs Adverbs
8 Prepositions Prepositions
0. Conjunctions Conjunctions
10. ;. Particles ok
11. | Interjections Interjections
12. | Onomatopoeias Onomatopoeias
Hkk Article- a, an, the
1.  Remarks

**%* For the two parts of speech, “Measure Words” and “Particles”,

there are no English counterparts.

The definitions of these parts of speech maybe not be exactly the same
as that in English. However they are similar.

Besides, all the parts of speech mentioned in this book are according to
the classification of Cantonese and may not be the same as that in
English

A2 Characteristics of Cantonese
1. Cantonese doesn’t have Articles

There is no articles - a, an & the in Cantonese.

Therefore in Cantonese, for “a” or “an”, people say “one: yat”. For
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definite referring - the, people use measure word.
Besides, in English, unless it’s plural or uncountable things, people have
to add an article before the noun, however, there’s no this requirement

in Cantonese. It’s optional to use “yat...” or not before the noun and it’s
mainly depends on if the speaker wants to make it clear or emphasise it.

I have a pen

ngbh yauh (yat-ji) bat
I have (1 MW) pen

English doesn’t have Measure Words and Particles

Measure Word and Particles are two most difficult parts of speech to
most learners as there is no counterparts in English.

Requirement of subject or verb
It is not necessary that a sentence must take a subject or a verb

No change in word forms

happy / happiness
h6i sam

swim / swam / swum
\ 4 .
yauh séui

eat / ate
sihk

He represents us

kéuih doih-bfu ngbh-deih

he represent us

He is our representative
kéuih haih ngbh-deih ge doih-biu

he is our ‘s representatives
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5. Word suffix
Since there’s no change in word form, sometimes word suffixes are Unit 2 Nouns I
used

") hasecaten . Some kinds of nouns
sihk jO
2 hascome A. Nouns of time
laih joO
3)  happier A1 Functions
hGi-sam di
1. Subjects
1) Tomorrow is my birthday

ting-yaht haih ngbh saang-yaht

2) Yesterday is Saturday
chahm-yaht haih 14ih-baai-luhk

3) Today is Sunday
gam-yaht haih 13ih-baai-yaht

4) Tomorrow is Monday
ting-yaht haih l4ih-baai-yat

2. Adverbials

1) I went there on Monday
ngbh sing-kéih-yat heui gb-douh

2) I went there last week
ngbh seuhng-go 14ih-baai heui gb-douh

3) I went there at 10:30
ngbh sahp-dim-bun heui gb-douh

4) I will go for a picnic tomorrow
picnic/travel: léuih-hahng

ngbh ting-yaht heui 1éuih-hihng
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A2

10)

Order of different time words

In sentences dealing with different time words, the larger unit of time
always precedes the smaller

9:15 am

[N 4 4 4 -
jTu-jou gam-dim-saam
2:10 pm
aan-jau léuhng-dim-yih
3:30 pm
aan-jau siam-dim-bun
8:20 pm
yeh-méahn baat-dim-sei

tomorrow 10:45 am

ting-yaht ju-jou sahp-dim-gau
yesterday 4:50pm
chdhm-yaht aan-jau sei-dim sahp
1* May
figh-yuht yat-houh

25" December

sahp-yih-yuht yih-sahp-igh-houh

1*' Jan 2002

yih-lihng-lthng-yih nihn yat-yuht yat-houh

20™ June 2002
yih-lihng-Ithng-yih nihn luhk-yuht yih-sahp houh

Nouns of place

Function

Subject
Hong Kong is very big
Héung-gbng hu daaih
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B.2

Central is very near
Jing-waahn hdu kihn
Tuen Mun is very far
Tytihn-mihn héu yihn

There are many people in Hong Kong
(Hong Kong has many people)

Héung-gbng y4uh héu-do yihn

Object

I went to Central
ngbh heui Jing-wdahn
I went to Admiralty
ngbh heui Gam-jing
They went to Tuen Mun
kéuih-deih heui Tythn-mihn

They like Hong Kong

kéuih-deih jiing-yi Héung-gbn

I like Hong Kong very much
P4 P4 = . - P4

ngoh hou jing-yi Héung-gong

Combine with “h4i” to form adverbials

In order to form adverbial, “héi” has to be added before a place word.
Besides, adverbials has to be put before the main verb but after the
subject

I work in Central

ngbh hii Jing-waahn faan-gling

They work in Tsim Sha Tsui

kéuih-deih hii Jim-sa-jéui faan-giing
I buy things in Admiralty
ngbh hii Gam-jiing mAaih-yéh

I studied in a library
ngbh hii tduh-syi-glin wan-syi
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B.3

I bought stamps in the post office
stamps: yauh-piu

ngbh hii yduh-glk miaih yauh-piu

Order of different place words

In sentences dealing with different place words, the larger unit always
precedes the smaller

Gloucester Road, Wan Chai

Waan-jai Gou-sih-d4-douh
Des Voeux Road, Central
Jing-wiahn Dak-fuh-douh

The Landmark, Central
Jing-waahn Ji-deih gwbng-chéuhng

Times Square, Causeway
Tihng-10h-waahn Sih-doih gwéng-chéuhng
80 Nathan Road, TST
Jim-s3-jéui, Néih-déun-douh baat-sahp-houh
Flat D, 12/F, Block 3, Four Seas Centre
Sei-hdi Jing-sam, daih-sdam-joh, sahp-yih l4u, D sat
Room 601, 6/F, Block B
B joh luhk-14u luhk-lthng-yat sat

Nouns of locality

Dissyllabic nouns of locality

After adding “bihn/mihn”, it can serve, roughly like ordinary nouns.
Where “bihn/mihn” literally means “side”

PartA

east

dung bihn/mihn
south

ndahm bihn/mihn
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west

sai bihn/mihn
north

bak bihn/mihn

Part B

front

chihn bihn/mihn
back

hauh bihn/mihn
left

j6 bihn/mihn
right

yauh bihn/mihn

Part C

inside

yahp bihn/mihn

1éuih bihn/mihn

outside

chéut bihn/mihn
ngoih bihn/mihn

Part D
opposite

deui mihn

(can’t say “bihn” here)

next to
gaak-18ih

Sentence Patterns — Parts of Speech (1)
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C.2

Function

Can work as subjects

There are people in the front
chihn-bihn y4uh yahn

There are cars at the back
hauh-bihn ya'luh ché

There are shops at the left
j6-bihn yauh pou-tiu
There is a Mc Donald’s at the right
yauh-bihn yAuh Mahk-Déng-Louh

There are people inside
yahp-bihn yAuh yihn

There are students outside
chéut-bihn yAuh hohk-siang

Can work as objects

The toilet is on the right
si-su-gaan héi yauh-bihn
The MTR station is in front

deih-tit-jaahm héi chihn-bihn

The taxi stand is at the back

dik-si-jaahm hai hauh-bihn

Can form position phrase (...of...)

the front of Park'n shop
Baak-gdai (ge) chihn-bihn

Park'n shop 's front
(“ge” is optional and it is always skipped, for formal statement, people leave it)

the back of the shop
gdan pou-tau hauh bihn
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10)

11)

the back of the taxi stand
taxi stand dik si jaahm

dik-si-jaahm hauh-bihn

the left of the toilet
shi-shu-gaan j6-bihn

the right of the bank
ngihn-hohng yauh-bihn

opposite to Mc Donald’s
Mahk-dong-16uh deui-mihn

next to my home
ngbh Gik-kéi gaak-1&ih

next to the cinema
hei-yfin gaak-1&ih
outside the MTR station
deih-tit-jaahm chéut-bihn

inside the MTR station
deih-tit-jaahm yahp-bihn

the east of Hong Kong
Héung-gbng (ge) diing-mihn

Sentences with position phrase

The toilet is inside Park’n shop
si-su-gaan hAi Baak-gaai yahp-bihn

The toilet is outside Park’n shop
shi-sfu-gaan héi Baak-gaai chéut-bihn
The toilet is on the right of Park’n shop
shi-shu-gaan héi Baak-gai yauh-bihn
The toilet is next to Park’n shop
si-shu-gaan héi Baak-gaai gaak-1&ih

The telephone is next to the information desk
dihn-w4 héi sdun-mahn-chyu gaak-1¢ih
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IL

A2

I will wait for you at the left of the bank
(bank’s left wait)

ngahn-hohng j6-bihn ding

There are lots of people at the right of the MTR station
(MTR station’s right side has many people)

deih-tit-jaahm yauh-bihn yAuh h6u-do yahn

Attentions

Measure Word

If nouns are used after “numerals” or for specific referring, after this,
that and the, it must have a measure word between it and the noun it
modifies.

Measure Words are used

three people
sdam go yahn

three books
sdam biin sy

three chairs
saam jéung dang

three sheets of paper
sdam jéung ji

three heads of cow
sdam jek ngauh

three wishes

saam go yuhn-mohng
three umbrellas

sdam b j&

Exceptions

Basically, all countable nouns, even abstract nouns, such as wish, also

take measure word. However there are some exceptions which don’t

http://www.clc.com.hk

take MW.
Usually exceptions are those nouns which themselves are somehow
have the measuring sense.

Exceptions - some time expressions
yaht ‘day’ , mdahn ‘night’, nihn ‘year’, fin ‘minute’ and miu ‘second’

three days
saam yaht

three nights
siam méahn

three years

sdam nihn

three minutes
saam fan (jling)

three second
- / cmm
saam miu (jing)

Other time expressions still take measure words

three of ‘a-five-minute’
saam go jih

three hours
saam go jling

three months
saam go yuht
three weeks
sdam go l4ih baai

Exceptions - others

2 lessons
1éuhng tdhng

Page 13
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B. Reduplication

Some monosyllabic nouns can be reduplicated to express the meaning
of “every”. It can also be done by reduplicate the MW instead of the

noun it self

1. Without measure word

1) every year
nihn nihn

2) every day
yaht yaht

2. With measure word

1) every book
biin biin syt
2) every student

go go hohk-saang

3) every table
jéung jéung t6i

4) every pen
jijibat

5) every item of clothing
gihn gihn s3am

?) With or without measure word

1) every people
go go yahn / yahn ydhn
C. Gender

When they want to denote the gender of a noun, most of the time, they
add naahm and néuih before the nouns. However usually they just don’t

mention the gender.

1) staff

jik-ytihn
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10)

11)

12)

13)

14)

15)

16)

male staff

ndahm jik-ylihn

female staff

péuih jTk-ydhn

students

hohk-saang

male students

ndahm hohk-saang

female students

néuih hohk-siang

actor/actress

actor

ndahm yin-ylhn

actress

néuih yin-ylhn

waiter/waitress

sih-ying

waiter

ndahm sih-ying

waitress

néuih sih-ying
man/women (person/people)
yahn

The man is very tall
g6 go ndahm-yahn* héu gdu

The women is very short

g6 go néuih-ydhn* hbu 4i

Those boys are very lazy

gb di ndahm jAi hbu laahn

Sentence Patterns — Parts of Speech (1)
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17)  Those girls are very beautiful F Articles

g6 di péuih j4i hdu leng
F.1 a/an/the
D. Prefix Cantonese has no articles equivalent to ‘a’ and ‘the’. The word yat ‘one’
may be used like an indefinite articles. Measure word is used like an
D1 “4h” definite articles ‘the’. Different from English, a noun may take no “a” or
“the” even when it refer to a single one
1) My mum is a housewife 1) a book
ngbh 4h-md/ma-mih haih ga-tthng-jy{i-fih At biin syl
2) My daddy is a taxi driver one MW book
ngbh dh-bih/dé-dih haih dik-si si-g&i 2) the book
4 -
3) My elder brother is 20 years old %x—l s};::ok
ngbh 4h-go/daaih-16u yih-sahp seui
3) an apple
4) My classmate is called Ling =0 o
y cla e yit-go pihng-gwd
ngbh tihng-hohk giu Ah-I ihng _
4) a magazine
5) His friend is call Sing yat blin jaahp ji
kéuih pahng-y4uh giu Ah-Sihng .
5) the magazine
bin jaahp ji
E. Suffix
6) a cup of tea
/. yat biii chah
E.1 “_]2'11” at bii ¢
) 7) the cup of tea
1) The small table looks very nice bilj chih
jéung tbi-jai hbu leng
2)  The small stool is $48 F2 a/an/the/any/X
jéung dang-jAi sei-sahp-baat man
1) Do you have any pens?
3) He has gone to his little friend’s home néih yhuh-mbuh bit a?
kéuih heui-j6 pdhng-yauh jii tik-kéi
2) Do you have a pen?
4) He has many little school mates néih yAuh-mbuh bt a?
kéuih yauh h6u-do tihng-hohk ji
3) Do you have the pen?
5) The little luggage carrier is $80 néih yhuh-mbuh jf bt a?

ga ché-jAi baat-sahp man
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10)

11)

12)

G.1

I want to buy a pen

ngbh séung méaih bat

I want to buy pens
ngbh séung méaih bat
I want to buy the pen
ngbh séung mAaih ji bat

I want to buy the pens
ngbh séung miaih di bat

I want to buy some pens

ngbh séung méaih di bat

Go straight, you will see a shop

jihk-hdahng, néih wiih gin-d6u yat-gdan pou-tiu
(for giving direction, people have to make it clear, “yat-gaan” is used, it's not grammatically bound, mainly
depends on the context need “one yat-gaan " or not.)

Go straight, you will see the shop

jihk-haahng, néih wiiih gin-d6u gian pou-tau
I ate at a Japanese restaurant
ngbh héi yat-gian Yaht-b(in chaan-téng sihk-faahn

I ate at Japanese restaurant
ngbh hai Yaht-bln chaan-téng sihk-faahn

(it sounds the name of the restaurant is “Japanese Restaurant”)

Possessive Construction

In possessive cases, either the structure particle (possessive marker)
“ge” or a proper measure word can be used. The following rules general
guide lines and they are not absolute rules.

Using “ge”
Using “ge” can’t show the possessions are singular or plural and it

sounds more formal. Actually using measure words to show possessive
is more common.

http://www.clc.com.hk Page 19

Abstract possessions

my interest
ngbh ge hing-cheui

my character
ngbh ge sing-gaak

his way of thinking
kéuih ge nAm-faat

their hopes
kéuih-deih ge h&i-mohng

government’s problems
jing-f ge mahn-tiih

his wishes
kéuih ge yuhn-mohng

the welfare of this company
(welfare flk-leih)

ni-gaan gling-s1 ge fuk-leih

Possessor is collective noun or it’s in plural

Student’s books shouldn’t be so expensive
hohk-sdang ge syii hh ying-gbi gam gwai

He wasted tax payers’ money
tax payer: laahp-seui yahn

kéuih saai laahp-seui yahn ge chin

their school
kéuih-deih ge hohk-haauh

Emphasis/Formal statements

Her clothes are very expensive

kéuih ge saam héu gwai

Sentence Patterns — Parts of Speech (1) Page 20



4.  Don’t know it’s singular or plural

1) my book/books

ngoh ge syl
G2 Using “measure words”

1. General possessive case

1) my book
ngbh biin syt
(if people know it's singular or plural, using a proper MW is more common)
2) my books
ngbh di syt
3) His head is hurt
kéuih go tduh sauh-j6 seung
4) my hair

ngbh di tduh-faat

5) my watch
ngbh jek shu-biu
6) my watches

ngbh di shu-biu

7) my money(uncountable)
ngbh di chin

8) His pen costs $10
kéuih ji bit sahp man

9) His pens are very new
kéuih di bat hbu san

10)  Their money is lost

kéuih-deih di chin thh-gin-gb

11)  Her dress is very beautiful

kéuih tiluh kwahn hbu leng

http://www.clc.com.hk
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12)  Her dresses are very beautiful

kéuih di kwahn hbu leng

13) My two books are both lost

ngbh léubngblin syi dou mh-gin-j6

my 2 MW book  also

2. Animals

1) The wings of the bird is hurt

jek jeuk-jai go tiuh sauh-jb seung

2) The tail of the cat is very long

jek maau tluh méih héu chéuhng

6.3  Skip “ge” or “measure words”

The possessive marker ge may be left out with kinship terms and certain
other nouns where there is a close link between the possessor and the
noun, especially where the possessor is a pronoun. However in more

formal statements, “ge” can be added back

1. Kinship / friends

1) my mother
ngbh ma-mih/mah-ma
2) your father
néih de-dih/bah-ba
3) his elder brother
kéuih daaih-16u
4) his younger brother

kéuih sai-16u

5) his elder sister
kéuih ga-j&
6) his younger sister

l, . . /.
keuih sai-mui

7) my husband

ngbh sin-sdang

Sentence Patterns — Parts of Speech (1)
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10)

11)

12)

13)

14)

15)

16)

17)

my wife
ngbh taai-thai

his friend
kéuih pahng-y4uh

my company
ngbh gling-st
my wallet
ngbh ngdhn-bdau

your school
néih hohk-haauh

Your home is very big
néih {ik-kéi hdu daaih

His parents are not in Hong Kong
kéuih fuh-mbuh th h4i Heung-gbng

His family member lives in America

kéuih {ik-kéi yahn jyuh hii Méih-gwok
Her wallet is lost
kéuih (go) ngahn-bdau mh-gin-j6

You husband is very nice
nice: héu yahn
néih sin-sdang héu héu-(yahn)

Cantonese won't say ‘I like your husband”. Like is “jting yi” which is the same as “love”.

Exception

In kinship, if the nouns are single syllable, “ge” or the measure words

won’t be skipped

my son
, e

ngoh go jai

my daughter
V4 Y&
ngoh go neui
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3.  Unanimated things
1) the legs of the table

tbi geuk
2) the legs of the chair

dang geuk

3) The door of the room

fohng* mithn
4) chicken wings (the food)
gai-yihk

Sentence Patterns — Parts of Speech (1)
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wit3 Numerals I

A2

Kinds of Numerals

Whole numbers

one
yat

one hundred

yat baak

Multiple Numbers

Multiple numbers are formed by adding the measure word
numerals.

“puih” after
one time

yat pliih

double

1éuhng phih

triple

4.

saam puih
100 times
yat-baak pliih

Ordinal Numbers
Placing the prefix “daih” before numerals can form ordinal numbers.

the Ist
daih yat
prefix ~ one

the 2nd
daih yih
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10)

11)

12)

13)

IL

the 100th

daih yat-baak

the 1000™

daih yat chin

80 Nathan Road
Ngih-déung-douh baat-sahp houh

Sometimes cardinal numbers are used even they are actually in the sense of ordinal numbers

I live on the 11™ floor
ngbh jyuh héi sahp-yatlau

I live on 11 floor
page 1
daih yat yihp
(no MW for page)

page 6
daih luhk yihp
the first week
daih yat go l4ih-baai

MW is required between a number and a noun.

the first month

daih yat go yuht
the 8" day
daih baat yaht

the first time
daih yat chi

I’'m the first, you are the second, he is the third

ngbh daih-yat, néih daih-yih, kéuih_daih-sdam

Special numerals

2 .

Both “yih” and “léuhng” means 2. When one says “two of something”,
‘léuhng” is used instead of “yih”.
One can also say that, before MW or nouns take no MW, ‘léuhng” is

Sentence Patterns — Parts of Speech (1) Page 26



10)

11)

12)

13)

used instead of “yih”

two pens
1éuhng ji bat

twenty-two pens
yih sahp yih j1 bat (not two of something)

two days
1éuhng yaht (day takes no MW)
two dollars

1éuhng man (two of sth.)

twenty dollars
yih-sahp man (not two of sth.)

$0.2
1éuhng hduh-(j1) (2 dimes)

houh-ji is a measuring unit that is equal to ten cents
$2.2
1éuhng go yih

“g0” is the measure word for coins, means dollars here. “léuhng” is usually used before
aMW.

2 dozen

1éuhng da

We have $2

ngdh yAuh léuhng man

Those children has $12

g6-di sai-man-jai y4uh sahp-yih man
2:10

1éuhng dim yih / Jéuhng dim léuhng go jih

“jin” is the measuring unit of “a-five-minute”. “go” is the MW for “jih”, Iéuhng is usually used before a MW.
Is your son 2 years old?
néih go jAi haih-thh-haih 1éuhng seui a?
Is it 2:20 now?

yih-ga haih-thh-haih Jéuhng dim sei a?
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IIL.

Al

Is it $20?
haih th haih yah-mén a?

half .

half can’t be used by itself
MW is used after “half bun”

half an apple
bun go pihng gwd

one and a half apple
(yat) go bun pihng gwbd
two and a half apple
1éuhng go bun  pihng gwd

My daughter is one and half years old

daughter néui

ngbh go néui seui bun
Approximate numbers

Using two adjacent numerals together

I have three or four pens
ngbh yAuh sdam sei ji bat

He has 3 or 4 girl friends
girlfriend néuih pahng yauh

kéuih yauh sdam sei go néuih-pahng-yauh

There are 40 or 50 people
g6 douh yéuh sei thh sahp yihn

There are 400 or 500 people
g6 douh yAuh sei thh baak yihn

That girl is 15 or 16 years old.
I4 ya ol 4 .
g0-go neuih-jai sahp ngh luhk seui
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4) It’s about 6:30 now

A2 Using the numerals “géi”

- . . . V]
“géi” means “a feW”, “a Several” yih'ga d&lh' !Qx [m]h'kgl luhk'dlm'blm
“géi” refers numbers “3” or more but must be less than “10. 5) I guess the thief is around 28 or 29 years old.
1) I have a several pens (less than ten) ?hlﬁ? ® Sﬁéak
ngbh yauh géi ji bat ngbh gh go chéak daai-yeuk /daaih-koi yah-baat-géu seui
2) I have a ten pens , . ,
ngbh yAuh sahp ji bat A4 ‘90 yau”/“dou” after the numerals
3) I have more than ten pens 1) He came at 3:00 more or less
ngbh yAuh sahp géi j7 bat kéuih siam-dim j6-yAuw/déu 13ih
4) I have a several dollars. 2) There are 100 people more or less
ngbh yauh géi man gb-douh yuh yat-baak yahn j6-yau/dbu
5) There are about a several tens of people. 3) It’s 6:30 more or less now
gb-douh yAuh géi-sahp yahn yih-ga luhk-dfm-bun j6-yAw/dou
6) There are about a few hundred people 4) It’s about 8:30 more or less now
gb-douh yAuh géi-baak yihn yih-ga daaih-yeuk baak-dim-bun j6-yAu/dbu
7) That girl is more than ten years old. 5) I will arrived at 3:45 more or less
g6-go néuih-jai sahp-géi seui ngbh sdam-dim géu j6-yau/d6u dou
8) I only have a several tens of dollars

ngbh jihng-haih yAuh/dik géi-sahp man
9) I bet (guess) this table would need a few thousands dollars.

V4 /= Lo o 4. - -
ngoOh gu ni-jéung t0i yiu gei-chin man

A3  “daaih yeuk” / “daaih koi” before the numerals

1) There are about 80 people
gb-douh daaih-yeuk/daaih-koi y4uh baat-sahp y3hn

2) There are about 70 to 80 people
g6-douh daaih- ih-koi yAuh chat-baat-sahp yihn

3) That girl is about 15 years old.
g6-go néuih-jai daaih-yeuk/daaih-koi sahp-thh seui
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wita Measure Words I

IL

Definition

Measure words are words that express a unit of things or action. They
comes before nouns for measuring purposes

It is similar to the function of “piece” in “a piece of paper.

Different group of objects take different measure words. Usually same
shape of object share the same MWs.

Measure Word (MW) is also called Noun Classifier.

Sortal measure words

They reflect intrinsic features of the nouns with which they belong.

“gO”

“g0” is the most general sortal MW, if you don’t know which MW has
to be used, you can use “go”. Even though it may be wrong, people are
easier to understand your sentence rather than you just skip the MW.

Denoting people.

three students

saam go hohk-saang
a chef

yat go chyth-sT

a colleague
yét go tihng-sih

a client
yat go haak

Spherical objects

an apple
yat go pihng-gwd
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5)

an orange
yat go chiang

a water melon
yat go sai-gwa

an onion

yat go yéuhng-chiing

Abstract nouns

It is also used for individual items that do not call for a more specific
measure word.

Thus abstract nouns that refer to non-concrete entities lacking physical
features, general take go:

a wish

yat go yuhn-mohng
a challenge
yat go tiu-jin

«“di”’
“di” is a measure word for plural and uncountable things

It is used for all nouns showing plural without definite quantity or
uncountable nouns

Plural
the chair
jéung dang
the chairs
di dang

the pen
jbat

the pens
dibat

this pen
ni j1 bat
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10)

11)

B.2

these pens

ni di bat
that pen

gb jibat

those pens

gb di bat

that mango
gb go mong-gwd

those mango

gb di mong-gwd

The apples are very nice
di pihng-gwo hbu leng
Uncountable

the water

di séui

this water

ni-di séui

that water

g6-di séui

the coffee

di ga-fe

this coffee

ni-di ga-fe

that coffee

gb-di ga-fe

the orange juice

di chiang-jap

this orange juice

ni-di chang-jap
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10)

B.3

that orange juice

g6-di chiang-jap
The water is very hot
di séui hdu yiht

Some

Besides carrying the meaning of “the”, di also carry the meaning of
‘some’

When referring to “some”, it can be “di” or “yat-di”’. However “di” is
more common than “yat-di”’ in casual sayings

some pens
(yat)-di bat

- Because “yat” are often skipped in casual saying, “some pens” would be pronounced as “di bat . However
“the pens” is also pronounced as “di bat", people have to distinguish the different meanings by the context.

some water
(yat)-di séui

I have some pens
ngbh yAuh (yat)-di bat
I have some water
ngbh yauh (yit)-di séui

There are some water
g6 douh yAuh (yat)-di séui

There are some people
gb douh yAuh (yat)-di yahn

Please give me some water
thh-g6i béi (yat)-di séui (ngbh) a

I want to buy some apples

ngbh séung méaih (yat)-di pihng-gwb
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C. Some other sortal measure words

c1 Defines nouns in terms of shape

1.  jéung
MW for flat objects which are placed horizontally
1) a piece of paper
yat jeung ji
2) a table
yat jéung tdi
3) a chair
yat jéung dang
4) a photo
yat jéung séung
5) a ticket
yat jéung fei
2 i
MW for cylindrical objects
1) two pens
1éuhng ji bat
2) a bottle of coke

yat ji hé-lohk

One can also use the container MW “bottle jéun” here.

3) a bottle of red wine
yat jT hiihng-jéu

4) a toothpick
yat jT ngih-chim

3. tuh

MW for long and thin objects

1) arope / a string

yat tiuh sing

2) a pair of trousers

yat tiuh fu

3) this dress

ni tluh kwahn

4) aroad
yat tiuh louh

4. gauh
MW for irregular shape

1) a stone

yat gauh sehk

2) a piece of cake

yat gihn daahn gou

c2 Defines nouns in terms of category

L jek

MW for 4 legs animals, birds and insect
1) adog

yat jek ghu
2) a bird

yat jek jeuk-jai
3) a butterfly

yat jek wiih-dihp*
2. ga

MW for vehicles, ship and aircraft
1) a car

yat ga ché
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2) a lorry
yat ga fo-ché

3) an aeroplane

yat ga fei-g€i

c.3  Defines nouns in terms of functional features

1. bh
MW for tools

1) a umbrella
yat bd j&

2) a pair of scissors
yat b4 gaau-jin

c4 More specific sortal measure word

1) a book
yat bin sy
2) a place
yat douh deih-fong

III. When to use measure words

A. Follows a numeral / quantifier

1) 2 dogs
1éuhng jek giu
2) a pen
yat ji bat
3) each MW car
milih ga ché
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B. Specific referring
After “this”, “that” and “the”

1) this pen
ni-j1 bat

2) that pen
gb-j1 bat

3) the pen
j1bat

4) I like reading that book

ngbh hbu jling-yi thi gb-bln syl

5) The book is very expensive

biin syl héu gwai

6) Do you have the pen?

néih yuh-mbuh ji bat a?

7) this person

ni go yahn

8) that person

g0 go yahn
9) The pen is cheap

ni ji bit hbu péhng

10)  last week

seuhng go l4ih-baai

11)  this week

n go l4ih-baai

12)  next week

hah go l4ih-baai

13)  these three pens

ni saam j1 bat

14)  those three pens

gb sdam ji bat

Sentence Patterns — Parts of Speech (1)
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15)

3)

the three pens
4 = e
g0 saam ji bat

General referring —- no MW

I like reading books
ngbh hbu jiing-yi thi-syi

Do you have a pen?
néih yAuh mbuh bat a?
Do you have any pens?
néih yAuh mbuh bat a?

Other Rules

With bin ‘which’ (specific referring)

Which pen?
bin j1 bat?

Which pen is better?
bin ji bat hdu-di a?

Which one is better? (referring to pens)
bin ji héu-di a?

Which is better? (referring to chairs)

bin jéung hbu di a?

Relative quantifiers

For relative quantifiers, usually the MW is skipped. However rarely,
people still keep it eg. héu-do6 bun syl (many books),

many books
héu-do syt

very few people
hbu-sfu yihn

I have many books
ngbh yAuh hbu-ds syl

2)

I only have a few stamps
only have: dak

ngbh dak hdu-sfu yduh-piu

Questions — Countable entities
For concrete objects in questions, if the number is large, the MW is
omitted, otherwise, MW is used.

How many kids do you have? (supposed not many kids)

néih y4uh géi-do go sai-man-jai a?

How many pens do you have? (supposed not many pens)

néih yAuh géi-d ji bat?

How many colleagues in your company? (supposed many colleagues)

néih gling-sT yauh géi-do tihng-sih a?

How many chairs are there? (supposed many chairs)

gb-douh yAuh géi-do dang a?

Questions —Uncountable entities
For uncountable entities, questions do not carry MW

How much money do you have?

néih y4uh géi-do chin a ?
How much time do you have?
néih y4uh géi-d6 sth-gaan a ?

People —large quantity

For “people: yahn”, if the quantity is large, let say twenty, the MW can
be skipped. The larger the quantity, the higher chance the MW is
skipped.

There are 100 people
gb-douh yAuh yit-baak yihn

There are 20 people in our company
ngbh gling-si yAuh yih-sahp yihn
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3) There are 20 colleagues in our company

ngbh gling-sT yAuh yih-sahp go tihng-sih

Compare when “colleagues” is used instead of “people”, the MW is kept
p.2 Exercises

1. Drill 1 - countable nouns

1) This apple

ni-go pihng-gwd
2) That apple
g0-go pihng-gwd
3) These apples
ni-di pihng-gwd
4) Those apples
g0-di pihng-gwd
5) The apple
go pihng-gwd
6) The apples
di pihng-gwd

2. Drill 2 - countable nouns

1) This car

ni-ga ché

2) That car

gb-ga ché

3) These cars

ni-di ché

4) Those cars

gb-di ché

5) The car

ga ché

6) The cars

di ché

3. Drill 3 - uncountable nouns

1) This wine

ni-di jau

2) That wine

gb-di jau

3) The wine

iijéu

4) This glass of wine
ni-biii jau

5) That glass of wine

g0-bii jau

6) This bottle of wine

ni-jéun jau

7) That bottle of wine

gb-jéun jau
8) This bottle

ni-go-jéun
9) That bottle

gb-go-jéun

4. Short phrases

1) a doctor
yat go yi-sang
2) a wish
yat go yuhn-mohng

3) two students

1éuhng go hohk sdang
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10)

11)

12)

13)

14)

15)

16)

17)

three kids

- . - ol
Saam gO Sal-man-jai

three children

sdam go sfu pahng yauh

four elder brothers

sei go goh go

this pen
ni j1 bat

these people

ni di yahn

those people

g0 di yahn

a person

yét go yahn
a friend / one friend
yat-go pahng-yauh

two colleagues

1éuhng-go tihng-sih

three windows

saam-go chéung

four books

. V4 -
sei-bun syt

half an apple

bun-go pihng-gwb
one and a half apple

(vat) go bun pihng-gwd

two and a half apple

1éuhng go bun pihng-gwb
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10)

11)

12)

13)

Sentences

I have some books

ngbh yhuh di sy
This bottle is very heavy

heavy: chihng
n go jéun hbu chiihng
These bottles are very light

light: héng
n1 d jéun hbu héng

I want to drink coffee

ngbh séung yam ga-fe

I want to drink some coffee

ngbh séung yam di ga-fe

“d” here means “some”

The coffee is very sour

di ga-fé hdu syiin

“di” here means “the”

I have a son and a daughter

ngbh yAuh yat-go jai tihng-(maaih) yat-go néui

The doctor is very nice

doctor: yi sdng
- - V4 P4
go yi-sang hou hou

I have two wishes

ngbh yAuh 1éuhng-go yuhn-mohng

I have many wishes

ngbh yAuh h6u-dé yuhn-mohng

Do you have any pens?
néih yAuh mbuh bat a?

That person is very tall

g6 go yahn hbu gou

This beer is expensive

ni-di bé-jau hbu gwai
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14)  The shop is very far 5) two days

gaan pou-tau héu-ylthn 1éuhng yaht
15) I have ten friends 6) two weeks
ngbh yauh sahp go pahng-yiuh 1éuhng go l4ih baai / 1éuhng go sing kéih
16) Do you have any paper? 7) two months
néih yuh mbuh ji a? 1éuhng go yuht
17)  The coke is very cheap 8) two years
di h6-lohk héu péhng 1éuhng nihn
18)  These schools are very new 9) I’ve been to Hong Kong for four years
ni-di hohk-haauh hu sin ngbh 13ih-j6 Héung-Gdng sei nihn
19)  The paper is lost 10)  She has gone to Italy for four weeks
lostohgnio kéuih heui-j6 Yi-Daaih-Leih sei-go 14ih-baai
jéung j1 mh-gin-jo
20) I have some pens IV. Attentions
ngbh yauh di bat
21)  I’ve bought some apple juice A. Redup]ication
ngbh maaih-j6 di pihng-gwd jap They can be used reduplicatively and means “every one”. The noun

22)  The world is very large itself may be omitted.

g0 sai-gaai hdu daaih 1) every pen
jiji bat
23)  The money is lost 4L ba
di chin mh-gin-j6 2)  every book
bin bn syh
6.  Nouns related to time 3 Everyone likes her,
1) two seconds €0 go yahn dodu jiing-yih kéuih
1éuhng miuh jiing 4 Every dress are very nice
2) two minutes tiuh tiuh kwahn du hbu leng
1éuhng fan jiing 5y Everything is very tasty
3) two ‘a five minutes’ yeuhng veuhng yéh dou héu hdu-sihk
1éuhng go jih
4 two hours B. Substitute for a noun
léuhng go jiing It can substitute for a noun, like the English pronoun ‘one’
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this one (referring a book)
ni bn

three of them (referring T-shirts)
saam gihn

One please (buying things, referring pens)
thh-gdi yat j1

When the noun is understood, it will be skipped, however the MW have to be kept after numerals.

I like this one.
ngbh jling-yi ni-go

Alternative measure words
It can help to give more details about the noun it modifies

a ship
yat gasyuhn  (ga: large vehicle)
a boat

yat jek syuhn (jek: small object)

Confusion between “a” and ‘‘the”

When people say “a pen”, they say “(yat) ji bat” however quite often
“yat” is skipped, therefore “a pen” will then be pronounced as “ji bat”.
People then have to distinguish it refers to “a pen” or “the pen” through
the context.

English to Cantonese
I want to buy a pen
ngbh séung méiaih (yat)-j bat

I want to buy the pen
ngbh séung mAaih ji bat

She gave me a book
KAuih béi (yat)-bfin sy ngbh

She gave me the book
kéuih béi bln syt ngbh
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11)

12)

Cantonese to English
ngo6h séung maaih gihn s€ut-sdam
I want to buy a shirt / the shirt

ngo6h séung maaih yat gihn séut-sdam
I want to buy a shirt

ng6h maaih-jé bun syl
I bought a book / the book

ngo6h mdaih-j6 yat bun syl
I bought a book

ngoh tai-jo chéut hei

I watch a movie / the movie
ng6h tdi-j6 yat chéut hei
I watch a movie

ngo6h sung-jé di sdam béi kéuih

I gave her some clothes / the clothes

ngo6h sung-j6 yat-di sdam béi kéuih

I gave her some clothes
kéuih sihk-j6 di mihn
He have eaten some noodles / the noodles

kéuih sihk-j6 yat-di mihn
He have eaten some noodles
kéuih tdi-j6 di syt
He read some books / the books

kéuih t4i-j6 yat-di syl

He read some books
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wits Pronouns I

IL

Personal Pronouns

Reflexive pronouns

Lists
Reflexive Pronoun Cantonese

1 myself ngoéh jih géi
2 yourself néih jih géi
3 himself, herself, itself kéuih jih géi
4 ourselves ngoh deih _jih géi
5 yourselves néih deih  jih géi
6 themselves kéuih deih jih géi

Exercises

I myself

ngbh jih-géi

he himself

kéuih jih-géi

You yourselves make the mistake

make the mistake jouh cho (do wrong)

néih jih-géi jouh cho

They themselves are careless

careless =h siu sam (not careful)

kéuih-deih jih-géi thh-sfu-sam

Demonstrative Pronouns

Lists

English Cantonese
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10)

11)

1 | This ni go (MW)
2 | That gé6 go (MW)
3 | These ni di

4 | Those g6 di

5 | Here ni douh

6 | There g6 douh

This is “ni go” where the go is the MW only. When different object is
referred, different MW has to be used.

“g0” is the most common MW and so it is used here.

This ...

This watermelon

ni-go sai-gwa

That watermelon

gb-go sdi-gwa

These watermelons

ni-di sai-gwa

Those watermelons

gb-di sai-gwa

This letter

ni-fing seun
That letter

gb-fiing seun

These letters

ni-di seun

Those letters

g6-di seun

It’s very hot here

ni-douh hbu yiht

It’s very cold there

g6-douh héu dung

It’s very noisy here

ni-douh h6u chduh

Sentence Patterns — Parts of Speech (1)
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12)  It’s very quite there which (which thing) bin  go (MW) [
gb-douh hbu jihng where (which place) bin douh I
3. Thisis ... how ...(quantity) géi %
1) T-his is a.n w-a.term-elon how many géi ds &
ni-go haih sai-gwa (how many + ...)
2) These are watermelons how long . géi noih Aot
o (how many + duration)
ni-d1 haih sai-gwa when . g sih A
3) That is a book (how many + time)
4 b haih SV what time & df At
-bun haih géi dim
go-bun hath syu (how many + o’clock)
4) Those are books
g6-di haih sy why dim ghai Bl
5 This is water (how to + explain)
ni-d haih séui
what 3t vé g 7
6) That is water mat yeh, mé/”

g6-di haih séui

Who must refer to people, therefore the MW must be “go”. For
“Which”, it may refer different object; therefore the corresponding MW
has to be used.

7) It is Hong Kong here
(here is Hong Kong)

ni-douh haih Héung-Géng
8) It is the mainland there A2 bin...
the mainland daaih luhk
r4 . .
g0-douh haih daaih-luhk L Who
m. Interrogative Pronouns o Wheis...?
1) Who is he?
1. Notes kéuih haih bin-go a?
In English, the question word must be put at the beginning, while in i )
Cantonese, the order of question is the same as that in declarative 2) He is my friend
sentences. kéuih haih ngbh pahng-yAuh
. 3) Who are they?
2. Lists \ kéuih-deih haih bi-go a?
which ... bin 2
: S 4) They are my family members
who  (which person 0 = ; <
(which person) bin go 2 kéuih-deih haih ng6h fik-kéi yihn
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Who is her boy friend?

kéuih ndahm-pahng-y4uh haih bin go a?
Her boyfriend is Peter

kéuih ndahm-pahng-y4uh haih Peter a?

Who is coming?

bin-go 13ih gin a?

My younger brother is coming

ngbh sai-16u 13ih-ghi

Who stole my car?

bin go tau-(j6) ngbh ga ché a?
Who is fatter?

bin go féih di a?
‘Who is the best?

bin-go jeui hdu a?
Which

Whicl . o
Which one is cheaper ?

bin-go péhng-di a?
Which one is better (which pen) ?

bin-ji hdu-di a?

Which one is the most expensive (which table)?

bin-jéung jeui gwai a?

Which one is better (which item of clothing)?

bin-gihn héu-di a?

Which is ...?

Which pen is better ?
bin-ji bat hou-di a?
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2) Which ruler is longer
bin b gaan-chek* chéuhng-di a?

3) Which kitty more cute?
bin-jek maau-jai dak-yi di a?

4) Which pen is yours?
bin ji bat haih néih ga?

(possessive case, the question particle should be “ga” instead of “a”)

3. Where

1 Whereisthe...?
1) Where is the toilet?
si-shu-gaan héi bin-douh a?

2) The toilet is on the 3™ floor
4 / - 4o = V4
sai-sau-gaan hai gaam-lau
3) Where is the MTR station?
deih-tit jaahm héi bin-douh a?
4) Where is the taxi stand?
dik-s1 jaahm héi bin-douh a?

5) Where is the information desk

séun-mahn chyu héi bin-douh a?

2  Where are you going?

1) Where are you going?
néih heui bin-douh a ?

2) I’m going to Happy Valley

ngbh heui PAau-méh-déi

3) Where is she going?

kéuih heui bin-douh a?
4) She’s going to Kowloon
ngbh heui G4u-hihng
A3) Where do you ...?
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Where do you work?

néih héi bin douh faan giing a ?

I work in Central

ngbh hii Jing Waahn faan giing

Exception for ‘“live”
Where do you live?

néih jyuh héi bin-douh a?

I'live in Mong Kok

néih jyuh hii Wohng-gok a?

l.
gel...
How many

How many ...?2
How many people ?

géi-do yahn a?
Nine people

ghu-go yihn
Two hundred people

yih-baak yihn

How many kids ?

géi-dd go sai-man jii a?
Three kids

sdam go sai-man jai
How many colleagues ?
géi-dd go tihng-sih a?
How old is the child?

g0 sai-man-jai géi-do seui a?

What is your telephone number?
néih dihn-wA géi d6 houh a?
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My number is 22345688
ngbh dihn-w4 haih yih yih s3 ingl hat baat

How much is this one

How much is this one?

ni-go géi-(dd) chin a?

much more often, “d5” is skipped here

How many ... are there in...?

How many colleagues are there in your company?

néih gling-sT yauh géi-do go tiihng-sih a?

There are 6 colleagues in my company

ngbh gling-s7 yauh luhk-go tihng-sih

How many people are there in your company?

néih giing-sT yAuh géi-d6 yahn a?

There are 260 people in my company

ngbh gling-s1 yauh yih-baak luhk-sahp yihn

How much (money) do you have?

néih yAuh géi do chin a?
I have $250?
néih y4uh yih-baak figh-sahp man

How long
How long will you be in Hong Kong?

ngbh wiiih hii Héung-Gdng géi noih a?
I’'ll be in Hong Kong half an year

ngbh wiih hdi Héung-Gdng bun nihn

How long have you been married?

néih git-j6-fan géi-noih a?

I’ve been married for 10 years
ngbh git-j6-fan sahp-nihn

Sentence Patterns — Parts of Speech (1)
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10)

11)

When

When will she go to Central?

kéuih géi sth heui Jing Waahn a ?
She will go to Central on Wednesday

kéuih ]4ih-baai-sdam heui Jing Waahn
When did you come to Hong Kong

néih (haih) géi-sih 13ih Héung-Gdng ga?

I came to Hong Kong in 1986

ngbh (haih) héi yat-giu-baat-luhk nihn 1dih Heéung-Gbng ge

When will you go to Park’n shop?

néih géi-sth heui Baak-Gaai a?

When will you come?

néih géi-sih 13ih a?

When will they get married?
kéuih-deih géi-sih git-fan a?

When will you come?

néih géi-sih 13ih a?

When did you come?

néih géi-sih 13ih ga?

When will you leave?

néih géi-sih jau a?
When did you leave?

néih géi-sih jau ga?

What time

What time do you open?

néih-deih géi-dim h6i mihn ga?

What time do you close?

néih-deih géi-dim h6i mihn ga?
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A4

What time will you come?

néih géi-dim 13ih a?

/
dim...
How (refer to manner of an action)

How do you...?

How do you...

How (do you)...?

dim / dim-yéung

How did you know?

néih dim(véung) jT ga?

How do you say...?

How do you say “Happy birthday”?

“Happy birthday” dim(yéung) gbng a?

How do you say “mobile phone”?

“Mobile phone” dim(yéung) gbng a?

How do you go to...?

How do you to go there?
dim(yéung) heui gb-douh a?

How do you go to Tsim Sha Tsui?

dim(yéung) heui Jim-sa-jéui a??

How do you go to Causeway Bay?

dim(yéung) heui Tlhng-10h-waan a?
How do you go to the MTR station?

dim(yéung) heui deih-tit-jaahm a?

How do you go to your company?
dim(yéung) heui néih giing-sT a?

Sentence Patterns — Parts of Speech (1)
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(2

Why...(lit.: how to explain)

Why do vou...2
why
dim-ghai

Why do you come to Hong Kong?
néih dim-gai 13ih Heéung-gbng a?

Why do you learn Cantonese?
néih dim-glai hohk Gwbng-diing-wa a?{/R Bk fFRe8 B SR EEI
Why are you late?
néih dim-géai chih-dou a?{[RELFEEZIF

Why don’t you...
Why don’t you come?
néih dim-géai thh 13ih a?

Why don’t you help him?
néih dim-g4ai thh bong kéuih a?

Why don’t you believe him?
néih dim-géai th seun kéuih a?

mat yéh
What

What is it?
What is this?
ni-go haih mat-yéh a?

This is a staple
ni-go haih déng-syu-gei
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1) What did you buy?
néih mAaih-j6 mat-yéh a?

2) I bought some clothes

ngbh méiaih-j6 (yat)-di sdam

3) What are you eating?

ngbh sihk-gin mit-yéh a?

4) I’'m eating cake
ngbh sihk-gén daahn-géu

5) What did you tell her?
(You with her say what PM?)
néih tihng kéuih gbng mat-yéh a?

6) I told her today is Sunday
ngbh tihng kéuih gbng gam-yaht haih sing-kéih-yaht

7) What are you doing now?
néih yih-ga jouh-gén mat-yéh a?

8) What’s your name?
(you call what name?)

néih giu mat-yéh méng a?
9) I’m called Peter
ngbh giu Peter

)  What’s are you doing?
1) What are you doing?

néih jouh-gin mat-yéh a?

2) What are you eating?
néih sihk-gin mat-yéh a?

3) What are you reading?

néih thi-gin mat-yéh a?

4) What are you listening?

néih teng-gAn mit-yéh a?

@  What’s the matter?
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1) What’s the matter?

mat-yéh sih a?

2) It’ on fire over there

gb-douh f6-jik

Sentence Patterns — Parts of speech (1)
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