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unit1  verbs I

1. Introduction

A. Definition

Verbs are the words that express the action, behaviour or change of a

person or a thing.

. Modal Verbs

Modal verbs are used before verbs to express a desire, necessity or

possibility.

Adding mh before the modal verb will form negative

Some of modal verbs are the main verbs when they are used alone.

Cantonese | English

Remarks

L. | whih will shows the willingness in doing
something

2. | hé-yih may being permitted or allowed

3. | sk can have the ability to do something —

casual

4| hbé-ndhng | maybe

yat-dihng | must

6. | yat-dihng must have to

yiu
7. | ying-gbi should/ought | moral or factual necessity
8. | ghm dare
9. séung want to do indicate hope or intention
10. | yiy have to/need show one’s desire or will
11| hing willing to willing to do something
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witih (will)
Positive

I'will go
ngbh wiiih heui

She will come

kéuih wiiih 13ih

Negative

They won’t come

kéuih-deih thh-wiiih 13ih

I won’t believe him

ngbh th-wiiih seun kéuih
Questions
Will he believe it?

kéuih whih thh-wiiih seun a?
Will he die?
kéuih wiih thh-wiih séi a?

hé-yih (may/can - permitted to do something)

Positive

I can/may go

ngbh hd-yih heui

I can/may watch TV

ngbh hé-yih ti dihn-sih

Negative

A3

3

You can’t/may not go

néih thh-h -)a'l_l heui

You can’t/may not watch TV

néih thh-h6-yih t4i dihn-sih

Questions

Can/may I go out?

ngbh hb-thh-hd-yih chéut-heui a?
Can /may I watch TV?

ngbh hé-thh-hd-yih ti dihn-sih a?
sik (can - capable of doing something)

As an a modal verb
Followed by a verb

Positive

I can swim

ngbh sik yauh-séui

I can speak Cantonese

ngbh sik gbng Gwbng-diing-wh

I can read Chinese

ngbh sik tai Jing-Man

Negative

I can’t swim

ngbh th-sik yauh-séui

I can’t speak Cantonese

ngbh th-sik gbng Gwdng-diing-w4

Questions

http://www.clc.com.hk
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1) Can you speak Cantonese?

néih sik-mh-sik gbng Gwong-diing-w4 a?

2) Can you read Chinese?

néih sik-thh-sik tAi Jang-Mé4n a?

2. As an a main verb
Followed by a noun etc

) Positive

1) I know him

ngbh sik kéuih

@  Negative
1) They don’t know me

kéuih-deih th-sik ngbh

3)  Questions

1) Do you know him?

néih sik-thh-sik kéuih a?
A4 hb-nihng (maybe)

()  Positive

1) Maybe I will come

ngbh hé-ndhng (wiiih) 13ih

2) Maybe they will leave
kéuih-deih hé-nahng (wiiih) jau

3) Maybe I will go to market.

ngbh hbi-ndhng (whih) heui gaai-sth

@)  Negative

1) Maybe she won’t come

kéuih hé-nihng thh (wiih) 1iih

2) Maybe he is not an American

kéuih h6-ndhng thh haih Méih-gwok yihn

3)  Questions

1) May he come? (does he possibly come)

kéuih haih-thh-haih h6-ndhng 13ih a?

2) May he come? (is he able to come)
kéuih h6-thh-hé-ndhng 13ih a?

3) May we go (do we possibly go)?

ngbh-deih haih-thh-haih h§-nihng heui a?

4) May we go (are we able to go)?

ngbh-deih hb-thh-h6-ndhng heui a?

A5 yat-dihng (must - definitely will)
It’s yat-dihng-(wiih) and where the “wiih” is always kept
()  Positive

1) He must come
kéuih yat-dihng (wﬁih) 13ih

2) They definitely will help him

kéuih-deih yat-dihng (wiih) bong kéuih

3) He said he definitely will do homework

kéuih wah kéuih yat-dihng (wiiih) jouh giing-fo

@  Negative

1) He definitely won’t come

kéuih yat-dihng thh 13ih
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He may not definitely come
kéuih thh yat-dihng 13ih
Hong Kong people may not definitely can play mah jong
Héung-gbng yahn th yat-dihng stk d4 mah-jéuk

British may not definitely like eating steaks
Ying-gwok yahn thh yat-dihng jiing-yi sihk ngiuh-p4

Questions

Must Hong Kong people know English?
Héung-gbng yahn haih-thh-haih yat-dihng sik (gbng) Ying-mén ga?

Must he like it?
kéuih haih-thh-haih vat-dihn jung-yi ga?

yat-dihng yiu (must have to)

Positive

You must have to help me
néih yat-dihng yiu bong ngbh

I must have to do overtime

ngbh yat-dihng yiu ga-baan

He must have to do homework
kéuih yat-dihng yiu jouh gling-fo

Negative

You must not help him
néih yat-dihng thh-héu bong kéuih
You must not go (Don’t go)

néih yat-dihng thh-hbu heui

Questions

http://www.clc.com.hk Page 7
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Must you believe him?
néih haih-thh-haih yat-dihng yiu seun kéuih a?
Must we go?
ngbh-deih haih-thh-haih yat-dihng yiu heui a?

ying-goi (should/ought to)

Positive

You should do the homework
(you should do homework)

néih ying-gGi jouh gling-fo
You should help them
néih ying-g6i bong kéuih-deih

Negative

You shouldn’t cheat him
néih thh ying-goi aak kéuih

They shouldn’t beat you

kéuih-deih hh ying-goi da néih

Questions

Should I help them?
ngbh ying mh ying-g&i bong kéuih-deih a?

ghm (dare to)

Positive

I dare to beat him

ngbh gim d4 kéuih

The student dare to beat the teacher

go hohk-sdang gdm d4 go sin-sdang
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A9

Negative

They don’t dare to rob

kéuih-deih thh-gim dé-gip

Questions

Do you dare to steal his money?
néih gAm-thh-gim tau kéuih di chin?

séung (want to do)

séung —modal verb —want to do... (followed by a verb but not a noun)
séung+yiu —modal verb+main verb = want (followed by a verb or a
noun etc)

séung —main verb —miss somebody / think (followed by a noun etc)
In Cantonese, “séung: want” usually work as a modal verb but not a

main verb.

Positive

I want to buy apples
ngbh séung méaih pihng-gwd

I want to go travelling

ngbh séung heui 1éuih-hahng

My mother want to buy beef
ngbh ma-mih séung maaih ngauh-yuhk

Negative

I don’t want to apply for leave
P4 \ 4 V4
ngOh mh-séung cheng-ga

Questions

Do you want to eat steak?
néih séung-th-séung sihk ngiuh-p4
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As a modal verb

Positive - yiu
Followed by a verb

I have to borrow money

ngbh yiu je-chin
I have to learn Chinese Kung Fu
ngbh yiu hohk Fing-gwok gling-fi

I have to do my homework
(I have to do homework)

ngbh yiu jouh gling-fo

I have to study
ngbh yiu duhk-syii

I have to do OT / work long hours
ngbh yiu gi-baan

Negative - mh sai

I don’t have to do my homework
ngbh th-si jouh giing-fo

I don’t have to do OT / work long hours
ngbh th-sdi ga-baan

. 7o\ /-
Questions - sai mh sai

Do you have to do OT / work long hours?

néih si-th-s4i ga-bdan a?

Do you have to go to work?

néih sdi-th-si faan-giing a?
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As a main verb
Followed by a noun etc

Positive - yiu

I need a sum of money.

ngbhyiu yat bat chin

1 need a MW-amount of money

Negative - mh sii yiu

He doesn’t need this sum of money

kéuih th-s4i yiu n bat chin

. 7o\ /-
Questions - sai mh sai

Does he need this sum of money?

kéuih sdi-thh-s4i yiu ni bat chin a?
héng (willing to)

Positive - hang

He is willing to help us

kéuih hing bong ngbh-deih

Negative - mh hing

He is not willing to help us

kéuih thh hing bong ngbh-deih

Question - hing mh hing

Is he willing to help us?

kéuih hing thh héng bong ngdh-deih a?

http://www.clc.com.hk
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Some Verbs
haih - be
Be

I ama...

I am a Hongkonger
ngbh haih Héung-gbng yihn

They are my friends
kéuih-deih haih ngbh pahng-yauh

She is my friend.
kéuih haih ngbh ge pdahng yAuh

She is my elder sister
kéuih haih ngbh gi-jé

He is an author
author: jok-ga

kéuih haih jok-ga

I am a foreigner

ngbh haih ngoih-gwok-yahn

I 'am ten years old
ngbh (haih) sahp seui

Today is ...

Today is Sunday
gim-yaht (haih) sing-kéih-yaht

Tomorrow is Monday
ting-yaht (haih) sing-kéih-yat

Yesterday was Saturday
chdhm-yaht (haih) Sing-kéih-luhk
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4) Next month is June
hah-go-yuht (haih) luhk-yuht
3 It’s...
1) It’s September now
yih-ga (haih) géu-yuht
2) It’s 2:30 now
yih-ga (haih) 1éuhng-dim-bun
3) It’s Hong Kong here
ni-douh (haih) Héung-Gbng
4) It’s America there
g6-douh (haih) Méih-Gwok

«  Negations

1) I am not a dentist

ngbh thh-haih ngdh-yi

2) She is not a lawyer

kéuih thh-haih leuht-si

3) She isn’t British

kéuih thh-haih Ying-gwok yahn

4) It’s not 8:10 now

yih-gi thh-haih baat-dim-yih
B. yauh —have
B.1 Introduction

yéauh essentially means ‘have’ or ‘there is /there are’.

In negative sentences, “mbuh” is used instead of “yAuh”

Possession

I have ...

He has three sons

kéuih yAuh sdam go jai
I have money
ngbh yuh chin
I have a dog
ngbh yauh yat-jek géu

I have a son

ngbh yhuh yat-go jai
I have a daughter
ngbh yAuh yat-go néui

She has two kids

kéuih yAuh 1éuhng-go sai-man-jai

I have many friends
ngbh yauh hbu-do pahng-yauh

He has a lot of colleagues
kéuih yauh h6u-d6 tihng-sih

She has lots of very beautiful dresses
kéuih yAuh h6u-do hbu-leng ge kwihn

Idon’t have...

I don’t have money
ng(')h méuh chin

1 not have money

I don’t have any book

ngbh mbuh syt

I don’t have time
ng(')h moéuh sih-gaan

http://www.clc.com.hk
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4) He has lots of money, I don’t have

kéuih yauh h6u-d6 chin, ngbh mbuh
2. Existential

) There is...

1) There is a dog

gbdouh yAuh yatjek géu

2) There is a pen
g6 douh yAuh yat ji bat
3) There are some boys
g6 douh yAuh di ndahm-j4i
4) There are many cockroaches

gb-douh yAuh hbu-do gaaht-j4at

5) There are lots of people here
ni-douh yAuh h6u-do yahn

6) There are many people in Hong Kong
Héung-Gong yauh hbu-dd yahn

7) There are many student s in the school

gdan hohk-haauh y4uh hbu-d6 hohk-sdang
8) There are many people at the bus stops waiting for the bus
ba-si-jaahm yAuh héu-d6 yahn ding-gin ba-si

9) There are many colleagues in my company

ngbh gling-sT yauh hbu-d5 tiihng sih

10)  There is something wrong (hint)

(have some problems)
yauh (di) mahn-tih

have  (some) problems

o) There isn’t any...

http://www.clc.com.hk

B.2

(6]

There isn’t any water
gb-douh mbuh séui

There aren’t any people

g6-douh mbuh yahn

There aren’t any people here

ni-douh mduh yhn

There aren’t any students here
ni-douh mdéuh hohk-saang

There’s nothing to buy here
ni-douh mbéuh yéh méaih

There isn’t any tea at my home
ngbh fik-kéi mbuh chih

yauh + verb

A past action exists

Positive - yauh + verb

I did do my homework (explain it to one’s mum)
ngbh yauh jouh giing fo

Peter did came, David didn’t.
Peter yauh 13ih, David méuh 1dih

I did have lunch, but I'm still very hungry.
ngbh yhuh sihk-faahn, daahn-haih juhng-haih héu tbuh ngoh

Negative - mbuh + verb

I didn’t buy the watch
ngbh mbuh mAaih jek siu biu

He didn’t help us
kéuih mbuh bong ngbh-deih
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Questions: yauh mbuh

Did you buy the table?

néih yAuh-mbéuh mAaih jéung téi a?

A present and habitual action exists

Positive

I go to the market every day
ngbh mbih-yaht dou yiuh heui gaai-sth

I every day also have 2o wet market

He does physical exercises ordinarily

kéuih pihng-sih yAuh jouh wahn-duhng

He does part-time job

kéuih yAuh jouh gim-jik

He does smoke
kéuih yAuh sihk-yin

They do learn French

kéuih-deih yAuh hohk-faat-man

Negative - mbuh + verb

I don’t exercise ordinarily (general habit)

ngbh pihng-sth mbéuh/thh jouh wahn-duhng

Questions: yauh mbuh
A kind of A-not-A question

Do you do exercise ordinarily?

néih pihng-sih yAuh-mbuh jouh wahn-dung ga?

http://www.clc.com.hk
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hai - at/ in/ on

“hai” as a main verb

Positive

She is at home
kéuih hii uk-kéi

They are in the sitting room

kéuih-deih hii téng

My elder brother is in Canada now
Canada: Gi Nah Daaih
now: yth-ga

ngbh daaih-16uh/ah-gd yih-ga hii Ga-nih-daaih

Negative

He is not in the office
It’s more common to say “He is not in the company”

kéuih thh-hdi gling-sT

They are not on the 3™ floor

floor: l4u

kéuih-deih thh-hi sdam-14u

Questions

Is he in the office?
kéuih héi-thh-hii giing-sT a?

“hai” as a preposition

He works in Central
kéuih hii Jing-waahn faan-giing

He studies in England
kéuih hii Ying-gwok duhk-syi
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He studies in the University of Hong Kong
kéuih hai Héung-gbng daaih-hohk duhk-syh

Attentions

Verb-Object compounds

Notes

Many “verb” are actually verb object compound, aspect particle has to

be place between them when it is required.

drive

ja ché

drive car

driving

ja ghn  ché

drive  ing car

She is driving

kéuih ja gin ché

sleep

fan gaau

sleep(verb) the noun of a sleep

The baby is sleeping
go bih-bi fan-gin gaau

The baby has slept
go bih-bi fan-j6 gaau

bath

chiing I¢uhng
bath(verb) a bath

He is bathing

kéuih chiing-gén 1éuhng

6)

He has taken the bath
kéuih chiing-j6 1éuhng

Tense

Time & Aspects

Tenses compose of “time” and “aspect”.

Time

Examples of time: yesterday, now, tomorrow, now, ...

In Cantonese, the time of an action is mainly expressed by time words

instead of the verb itself

I always go to Central
ngbh sihng-yaht heui Jiing-Waiahn

1 always g0 Central

Yesterday, I went to Central

chdhm yaht, ngbh heui Jing-Waahn

yesterday, 1 2o Central

Tomorrow, I will go to Central

ting-ydht, ngdh (wiliih) heui Jing Waahn

tomorrow, 1 (will ) ) Central
wuth can be added before the verb to shows the willingness of the
action rather than show it’s a future tense.
wiiih helps with the “modal” rather than the “tense” of a sentence.
wiiih is somehow similar to “would” in “I would ....”

Actually people use ting-yaht to show its future tense instead.

I always watch TV
ngbh sthng-yaht ti dihn-sih

I watched TV
ngbh thi dihn-sih

I will watch TV
ng(')h (wﬁih) thi dihn-sih

http://www.clc.com.hk
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I swim everyday
ng6h yaht-yaht (dou) yiuh-séui

I swam yesterday
ngbh chihm-yaht yauh-séui

I will swim tomorrow

ng6h ting-yaht (wiih) yauh-séui

Aspects

An action may be in stage of progression, continuation or completion,
and these different stages of an action are known as “aspects”.

The aspect and the time of an action are separately shown.

Cantonese add an additional “aspect particle” to show the aspect —the

state of the action.
There are 4 aspect particles

Name Indicate Eng Cant Examples
Perfective the completion ed j6 have eaten
(PFV) of an action sihk-j6
Experiential | a certain ed gwo have been
(EXP) experience in the to ...before

past heui-gwo
Progressive | the progressive ing gn walking
(PROG) aspect hdahng-gén
Continuous the continuous ing jyuh looking
(CONT) aspect mohng-jyuh

The perfect aspect

To express an action was completed in the past.

When people just state an action happen in the past, don’t use “j6”.
When people want to indicate the completion of an action, j0” is used.
Usually it is used to emphasis of the action or the effects of the action

still there. Moreover, in English, if it uses perfect tense, then usually in

http://www.clc.com.hk Page 21
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Cantonese, people use the aspect particle “j6” as well. Sometimes in

English, people used simple past tense, Cantonese still use the “j6”.

Positive Statements

Completed actions

He died
kéuih  séi-jb
he die PFV(ed)

I bought a pen

ngbh mAaih-jd yat-ji bat

I buy PFV(ed) oneMW  pen
Yesterday, I bought a book
kahm yaht, ngbh mAaih-j0 yat bln sy

“have + verb” in English

I have eaten
ngbh sihk-jb faahn
I eat PFV (ed) rice

She has come
kéuih lﬁih-j(')

They has gone out
kéuih-deih chéut-jd heui

He has seen the doctor
kéuih t4i-j6 yi-sang

They has gone there
kéuih-deih  heui-j6 gd-douh

I’ve eaten a lot, so I'm very full
alot hbu dé yéh

) s6 yih
full bAau

ngbh sihk-j6 hbu-dd yéh, s6-yth ngbh héu baau
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Negative statements:

I haven’t eaten yet
ngbh meih sihk  faahn
1 not yet eat rice
He hasn’t died yet
kéuih meih séi
he notyet die

I haven’t bought it yet

ngbh meih méaih
I haven’t done it yet
ngbh meih jouh

I haven’t read it yet
ngbh meih tai

He hasn’t seen the doctor yet

kéuih meih t4i yi-sang

He hasn’t taken the medicine yet.

kéuih meih sihk yeuk

She hasn’t cook the dinner yet
cook the dinner jyh faahn
kéuih meih jya-faahn
Questions:

Again, it is in A-not-A format
Have you eaten yet
néih sihkjé6  faahn meih a?

you eat PFV (ed) rice not yet PM?

Have you bought it yet?
néih mAaih-j6 meih a?

Has he come yet?
kéuih 13ih-j6 meih a?

http://www.clc.com.hk Page 23
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C.2

Have they left yet?
kéuih-deih jau-jé meih a?

Have you read it yet?
néih t4i-j0 meih a?

Have you read that book yet?

néih t4i-j6 g6 blin sy meih a?
Have you drunk it yet?
néih yAm-j6 meih a?

Have you drunk the soup yet?

néih yAm-j (di) tong meih a?

Has he seen the doctor yet ?

kéuih t4i-j6 yi-sang meih a?

Have you taken the medicine yet?
néih sihk-j yeuhk meih a?

The experiential aspect

It’s used to express a certain experience in the past.

Positive statements

I have been to England before
ngbh heui  gwo Ying Gwok
I go EXP (ed) England

I have been to Japan before
ngbh heui-gwo yaht-biin

I have been there before
ngbh heui-gwo gb-douh

I’ve learnt driving before
néih hohk-gwo ja-ché

I’ve learnt Japanese before
néih hohk-gwo Yaht-mahn*
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6) I’ ve learnt French before

néih hohk-gwo Faat-man
7) I’ve learnt Yoga before
néih hohk-gwo Yh-ga
8) I have been to this restaurant (non Chinese) before

ngbh heui-gwo ni-gdan chaan-téng

non Chinese restaurant: chaan-téng

9) I have been to China before

China: Jing-Gwok
ngbh heui gwo Jing-gwok

10) I have been to the mainland before

mainland: daaih-luhk

ngbh heui gwo daaih-luhk

2. Negative statements:

1) I have never been to England before
ngbh mbéuh heui gwo Ying Gwok
1 not have g0 EXP (ed) England
ngbh meih heui gwo Ying Gwok
1 not yet g0 EXP (ed) England

. V .
The first option “mouh...gwo” is more common

2) I’ve never been to Japan before

ngbh mbuh heuvi-gwo yaht-biin

3) I’ve never gone there before
ngbh mbuh heui-gwo gb-douh
4) I’ve never been to this restaurant(non Chinese) before

ngbh mbuh heui-gwo ni-gian chaan-téng

5) I’ve never learnt driving before

néih méuh hohk-gwo ja-ché

6) I’ve never learnt Japanese before

néih méuh hohk-gwo Yaht-man

http://www.clc.com.hk

I’ ve never learnt French before

néih méuh hohk-gwo Faat-mén

I’ve never learnt Yoga before
néih méuh hohk-gwo Ylh-ga

I have never been to Europe
Europe Au Jau

ngbh mbuh heuvi-gwo Au-jau

Questions:

Have you been to England?
néih  yhuhmbuh heui gwo YingGwok a?
you have nothave g0 EXP (ed) England PM

néih  heui gwo YingGwok  meih a?
you g0 EXP (ed) England not yet PM
The first option “yAuh mbuh...gwo” is more common

Have you been to Japan before ?
ngbh yAuh mbéuh heui-gwo yaht-biin a?

Have you gone there before ?
ngbh yhuh mbuh heui-gwo gb-douh a?

Have you been to this restaurant (non Chinese) before ?
ngbh yAuh mbéuh heui-gwo ni-gian chian-téng a?

Have you learnt driving before ?

néih yduh mbuh hohk-gwo ja-ché a?

Have you learnt Japanese before ?
néih yduh mbuh hohk-gwo Yaht-mén a?

Have you learnt French before ?

néih yAuh mbuh hohk-gwo Faat-mén a?

Have you learnt Yoga before ?
néih yduh mbuh hohk-gwo Yih-gi a?

Have you been to Lan Kwai Fong?
Lan Kwai Fong Laahn Gwai Fong
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C3

néih yAuh mbuh heui gwo Liahn-gwai-fong a?

The progressive aspect

It’s very similar to the continuous tense in English.

Positive statements

I’'m watching TV
ngbh thi gin dihn-sih
1 watch ~ PROG (ing) TV

I am walking
ngbh hiahng gin
1 walk  PROG (ing)

I’m having my meal
ngbh sihk-gén faahn

I’'m singing
V4 4 -
ngoh cheung-gan go

I’m doing my homework
ngbh jouh-gén gling-fo

I’'m learning Mandarin
ngbh hohk-gén Gwok-yiih

I am writing.
ngbh sé gin jih

Yesterday 3:00, I was watching TV.
kdhm yaht siamdim, ngbh tii gin dihnsih

Negative statements:

I’m not watching TV
ngbh thhaih thi  gin dihn-sih
I not be watch  PROG (ing) vV

I’m not having my meal

ngbh th-haih sihk-gin faahn
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3) I’'m not singing
ngbh th-haih cheung-gin gb

4) I’m not doing my homework
ngbh th-haih jouh-gin giing-fo
5) I’m not learning Mandarin

ngbh th-haih hohk-gin Gwok-ytih

6) I am not writing.

ngbh thh-haih sé gin jih

3.  Questions:
1) Are you watching TV?

néih haih hh-haih t4i gin  dihn-sih a?

you be not be watch PROG (ing) vV PM?

2) Are you having the meal?

néih haih th-haih sihk-gn faahn a?

3) Are you singing?

néih haih thh-haih cheung-gin g6 a?

4) Are you doing the homework?

néih haih thh-haih jouh-gin giing-fo a?

5) Are you learning Mandarin?

néih haih thh-haih hohk-gin Gwok-yth a?

6) Are you writing.

néih haih hh-haih sé gln jih a?

7) Are you singing now?

sing cheung g6 (lit.: sing song)

néih yih-ga haih thh-haih cheung-gén-g6 a?

8) He is not doing homework, he is playing.
play: whan
kéuih thh-haih jouh-gén gling-fo, kéuih haih whan-gin

When one wants to emphasis, “haih” can be added before the verb

Sentence Patterns — Parts of Speech (2)
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C4

The continuous aspect

It help to indicate the continuation either of an action or of a state as the

result of an action.

Positive statements

Please help me to hold the bag
th-g6i bongngbh Iing jyuh go dbi
please help me hold CONT(ing) MW bag

The action is continuous, but no progression. Actually you are asking

people to “holding” the bag instead of just “hold” and then “drop” it.

He’s looking at the window
kéuih mohng jyuh go chéung

he look CONT (ing) MW window
I am looking at the TV
ngbh mohng jyuh go dihn-sih

[ look CONT(ing) MW vV

The action is continuous, but no progression.

The action of watching has progression as the person watch some
programs and get some information etc.

The action of looking has no progression as the TV is turn off and the

person just look at a stand still object.

Watch out!
thi  jyuh al
watch  CONT(ing) PM

The action of “watch” is continuous

They tie the cow.
kéuih deih bbéng jyuh  jek ngiuh
they tie CONT(ing) MW cow

The action of “tie” has been completed but the state of the result of “tie”

continues

She is looking at the sky
kéuih mohng-jyuh go tin

10)

She is holding a handbag
kéuih Iing-jyuh go siu-ddi

She is keeping an eye on the children
kéuih tAi-jyuh di sai-man-ji

She ties the dog
kéuih bong-jyuh jek ghu

The student is carrying his schoolbag

schoolbag syl baau
go hohk-saang ling-jvuh go syii-baau

Negative statements:

He is not looking at the window.

kéuih h-haih mohng jyuh go  chéung
he not be look CONT(ing) MW window
kéuih mbéuh  mohng jyuh go  chéung
he not have look CONT(ing) MW window

They don’t tie the cow.
kéuih deih thh-haih béng jyuh  jek ngiuh

they not be tie CONT(ing) MW cow
kéuihdeih mbéuh bdéng jyuh  jek ngiuh

they not have tie CONT(ing) MW cow
She isn’t looking at the sky
kéuih thh-haih mohng-jyuh go tin

She isn’t holding a handbag
kéuih thh-haih Iing-jyuh go séu-ddi

She isn’t keeping an eye on the children
kéuih thh-haih ti-jyuh df sai-man-j4i

She doesn’t tie the dog
kéuih th-haih béng-jyuh jek gau

The student isn’t carrying the schoolbag

go hohk-sdang thh-haih Iing-jyuh go syii-baau
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3.

Questions:

Is he looking at the window?

kéuih haih thh haih mohng-jyuh go chéung a?

he be not be look CONT(ing) MW window  PM?
kéuih yiuhméuh  mohng-jyuh go chéung a?
he have not have look CONT(ing) MW window  PM?

Do they tie the cow?.
kéuih deih haih hh haih bdng-jyuh jek ngduh a?

they be not be tie CONT(ing) MW cow PM?
kéuih deih yAuh méuh  bdéng-jyuh jek ngduh a?

they have not have tie  CONT(ing) MW cow PM?
Is she looking at the sky?

kéuih haih thh-haih mohng-jyuh go tin a?

Is she holding a handbag?
kéuih haih th-haih ling-jyuh go sdu-dbi a?

Is she keeping an eye on the children?
kéuih haih th-haih t4i-jyuh di sai-man-jai a?

Does she tie the dog?
kéuih haih th-haih bong-jyuh jek géu a?

The student isn’t carrying his schoolbag

go hohk-saang haih th-haih ling-jyuh go syii-baau a?

Mixed

Have they tied the cat?

kéuih-deih yAuh mbuh bong-jyuh jek maau a?

No, they haven’t tied the cat?

mbuh, kéuih-deih méuh bbng-jyuh jek miau

Does Peter look at Mary?

Peter haih-thh-haih mohng-jyuh Mary a?

No, Peter doesn’t look at Mary, he looks at Kitty.

thh haih, Peter th-haijh mohng-jyuh Mary, kéuih haih mohng-jyuh Kitty

http://www.clc.com.hk

Miscellaneous exercises

I swim everyday.

(I everyday also swim)
ngbh mbih-yaht ddu yauh-séui

I swam yesterday

ngbh chihm-yaht yiuh-séui

I will swim

ngbh wiiih yauh-séui

I am swimming

ngbh yauh gin séui

I have lived in Hong Kong for ten years
ngbh hii Héung-Gbng jyuh j6 sahp nihn

Did he take any medicine ?

kéuih yAuh méuh sihk yeuk a?
I am looking at the TV

ngbh mohng jyuh go dihn-sih

I am watching TV

ngbh thi-gin dihn sih
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itz Adjectives I

IL

B.1

Introductions

Definition:
Adjectives are words that describe the shape, quality or state of a person

or a thing,.

Attentions

Do not need “is: haih”

He is very tall
kéuih héu géu

This book very cheap
ni-biin syl héu pehng

A modifier is required

A modifier is used before an adjective

A predicative adjective is usually preceded by a modifier.
subject + modifier + adjective

hdu - “very” is always used

She is pretty

kéuih héu leng

They are stupid
kéuih-deih héu chéun

You are smart!
néih héu 18k

B.3

This table is expensive
nijéung tbi hdu gwai

I am fat
ngbh hbu f&ih

My father is tall
ngbh d&-dih hbu gou

Other modifiers
If there is another modifier before the adjective, such as “quite”, “too”,
“s0”, and “not”, there is no need to add the modifier “very: héu” before

the adjectives.

This clothing is too expensive
ni-gihn-saam taai gwai

He is quite/rather tall
kéuih géi gou

He is so tall
kéuih gam géu

He is too tall
kéuih taai gou

He is the tallest one
kéuih jeui gou

This item of clothing is the most expensive
ni-gihn-saam jeui gwai

This item of clothing is quite nice

ni-gihn-sdam géi héu

This pencil case is too expensive
bat haap (M: go)

ni-go bat-hiap taai gwai

Diamonds are really very expensive!

jyun-sehk jan-haih héu gwai
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10)  He is rather tall 9) a very big orange

kéuih béi-gaau gou yat go hbu daaih ge chiang
11)  He is extremely tall 10)  the most beautiful house
kéuih féng-séuhng-jT gou jeui leng ge ik
12)  He is incredibly tall 11)  He is a hardworking student
kéuih th j7 géi gou kéuih haih yat-go kahn-lihk ge hohk-sdang
C. Using “ge” 2.  Don’t use ‘“‘ge”
1.  Using “ge” ()  The modifier is a single syllable

" very big apple(s) When the modifier is a single syllable, “ge” is skipped

héu daaih ge  pihng gwd 1) bigapple
very big PS apple daaih Pﬂmg gw! 6

The “whole set” of the modifier is “hdu daaih” here is not monosyllabic, the structural particle is

big apple

used. However, if the “whole set” of the modifier, eg. here is “daaih” is monosyllabic, the structural

2) very delicious food particle is skipped.
héu héusihk ge yéh 2)  white socks

very good eat PS things baak maht
3) very expensive pen(s)

héu gwai ge bt

very expensive PS pen

3) old clothes
gauh sdam

4) beautiful house

4) cute baby

héu dik-yi ge bih-bi leng uk
. 5) a big orange
5) different people MW for orange g0
ﬁ)h-tﬁhng ge yéhn orange chang
yét go daaih chang

6) very hot coffee

hébu yiht ge ga-fe .
) Possessive case

7) very long holiday
héu chéuhng ge ga-kéih

In possessive case, the modifier is a noun instead of an adjective. Even
if the noun is a single syllable, “ge” isn’t skipped.

8) very white socks
h6u baahk ge maht

1) my pen(s)
ngbh ge bat
my PS pen
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2) his book(s)
kéuih ge syl

m. Negations and Questions
A. Negation

A1 Without modifier
th + adj
For negatives, use “mh” before the adjectives. However if there is a
modifier before it, “mh haih” is used instead.
When there is an adverb “not: thh”, there is no need to add “very: héu”

before the adjective

1) not pretty
th leng

2) She is not pretty
kéuih th leng

she not  beautiful

3) They are not tall
kéuih-deih thh géu

4) I am not happy

ngbh thh hdi-sim

5) You are not fat
néih thh féih

A2 With modifier
mh-haih + modifier+adj
When “very” or another modifier is used in a negative form, “haih” has

to be used as well.

1) not very pretty (there is a modifier “very” here)
thh-haih h6u leng
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B.1

B.2

She is not very pretty

kéuih thh-haih héu leng

she not be very  beautiful

They are not really greedy

greedy: tam sam

kéuih-deih thh-haih jan-haih tiam-sam

He is very stern , I’'m not so stern

kéuih hbu ok, ngbh thh-haih gam ok

This watch is not too expensive

ni-jek sAu-bu thh-haih taai gwai

She is not very thin

kéuih thh haih h6u sau
Questions — Yes / No
Without Modifier

adj + mh + adj + a?
or “haih mh haih + modifier + adj”.

Is she tall?

kéuih gou th gou a?

Are you hot?

néih yiht thh yiht a?

With Modifier
haih th haih + modifier + adj + a?

Are you very cold?

cold dung
néih haih thh haih h6u dung a?

Is she very tall?

kéuih haih thh haih hbu gbu a?

Sentence Patterns — Parts of Speech (2)
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c. Open questions — How...?

1) How fat is he?

kéuih géi féih a?

2) How heavy is it?

géi chithng a?

3) How large is the apartment?

gdan {ik géi daaih a?

4) How large is your home?

néih ik-kéi géi daaih a?
. Comparison of Adjectives

A. Comparative

1. taller (adj + di)

1) taller
gou di

2) He is taller
kéuih gou-di

3) This table is better

ni-jéung t6i hbu-di

4) Today is hotter

gam-yaht yiht-di

5) This one (referring to a pen) is better

ni-jT hbu-di

2. taller than (adj + gwo)

1) taller than

gou gwo

10)

11)

12)

He is taller than me
kéuih gou-gwo ngbh

He is fatter than you
kéuih f&ih-gwo néih

This one is better than that one (referring to pens)
ni-jT hbu-gwo gb-jt

Today is hotter than yesterday
gim-yaht yiht-gwo kihm-yaht

Today is far more hotter than yesterday
gim-yaht yiht-gwo kdhm-yaht h6u-do

Today is slightly hotter than yesterday
gim-yaht yiht-gwo kahm-yaht sfu-stu

Today is a bit hotter than yesterday
gim-yaht yiht-gwo kdhm-yaht di-di

He is taller than his younger brother.
kéuih gdu gwo kéuih sai-16u héu-do

He is far taller than his younger brother.
kéuih gbu gwo kéuih sai-16u héu-do

He is a slightly taller than his younger brother.
kéuih gbu gwo kéuih sai-16u sfu-sfu

He is a bit taller than his younger brother.
kéuih gou gwo kéuih sai-16u di-di

Superlatives

tallest
Jeui gdu

most  tall

He is the tallest
kéuih jeui gou
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10)

11)

12)

happiest

jeui hoi-sim

They are the richest

kéuihdeih jewi yAuh-chin

This one is the best

n go jeui héu

This one is the worst

ni go jeui cha

This one is the cheapest

ni go jeui péhng

That one is the most expensive

g go jeui gwai
My wife is the best

ng6h taai-tiai jeui-hdu

You are the laziest student

lazy l4ahn-(doh)
néih haih jeui-l4ahn ge hohk-saang

I’m the smartest

ngbh jeui 1ek

This one is the cheapest (referring to a pen)

niji jeui phng

http://www.clc.com.hk

Page 41

wit3 Adverb I

1. Introduction

A. Definition

They modify verbs or adjectives by expressing time, scope, quality,

state or degree.
B. Kinds of Adverbs

B.1 Adverbs of degree

They are put after the subject but before the words they modified

1. Yocab

1) very
hou

2) quite
géi

3) too
taai

4) most
jeui

2. Phrases / Sentences

1) Those children very cute

g6-di sai-man-jdi héu leng

2) quite beautiful
géi leng

Sentence Patterns — Parts of Speech (2)
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3) most beautiful
jeui leng

4) You are very silly
néih hbu soh

B.2 Adverbs of time
Usually they are put after the subject but before the words they

modified. However sometimes, they can also be put before the subject.

1. VYocab

1) now

yih ga

2) always
sihng yaht

whole day

3) sometimes
yauh sih

have time

4) still
juhng

5) then (soon)
jauh

6) already
yih-ging

2. Phrases / Sentences

1) I am studying now.

ngbh yih-ga duhk-gin syf

2) They always laugh
kéuih-deih sihng-yaht siu
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3) He always plays football
kéuih sihng-yaht tek bo/jiik-kauh
4) Sometimes I’m not free
yauh-sth ngbh thh-dak-haahn
5) Go straight, then you will see it (asking for direction)
jihk-heui, (néih) jauh wiih gin-déu
6) You always shopping around
shopping around hdahng-gaai miaih-yéh (lit.: walk streets buy things)
néih sthng-yaht hdahng-gaai mAaih-yéh
7) I’'m sorry, I'm not free now
thh-hdu yi-si, ngdh yih-gi thh-dik-hdahn
8) What are you doing now?
néih yih-ga jouh-gén mat-yéh a?
B.3 Adverbs expressing tone of speech
1.  Vocab
1) however
yauh
2) rather
nibmg-yén
3) surprisingly, unexpectedly
ging-yihn / géui-yihn
2. Phrases / Sentences
1) You don’t know however you said you know!
néih th-jT yauh wah ji!
2) I rather take medicine but not do an injection
ngbh nihng-yiin sihk-yeuhk déu mh di-jam
3) He surprisingly beat his mum
kéuih ging-yihn d4 kéuih ma-mih
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B4 Adverbs of state/manner &5

1. Vocab

1) fortunately, luckily
héu chbi

2) even
juhng

3) still
juhng-haih

4) both ...and ...
yauh ... yauh ...

(can repeat more than two times)

2. Phrases / Sentences

1) Fortunately, I haven’t been late.

héu chdi, ngdh mbuh chih dou

2) Fortunately, I didn’t lost my wallet

héu-chbi, ngbh méuh th-gin-(j6) go ngdahn baau

3) Peter is even naughtier than David

Peter juhng y4ih- gwo David

4) He is lazy, you are even more lazy

kéuih 14ahn, néih juhng 14ahn

5) It’s still very cold now.

yih-g3 juhng-haih hbu dung

6) It’s still very hot yesterday

chihm-yaht juhng-haih héu yiht

7) He is foolish and lazy

kéuih yauh chéun yauh l4ahn
he both foolish and lazy
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B.5

She is both pretty and smart, of course she won’t love you
kéuih yauh leng yauh 18k, gAng-haih thh-wiiih jing-yi néih 1a

Adverbs of scope
It means “all”, “in all case”, “with no exception”. What is modified by

“dou” must be in the plural and placed before “dou”.

Vocab

also, all

dou

in total
yat-guhng
together
yat-chdih

only
jihng-haih
only be

Phrases / Sentences

He is a student, I am also a student
kéuih haih hohk-sdang, ngbh dou haih hohk-sdang

We all are students
ng(')h-deih dou haih hohk-saang

He likes coke, I also like coke
kéuih jling-yi yAm hd-lohk, ngbh dbu jiing-yi yAm hd-lohk

We all like coke
ngdh-deih dou jling-yi yAm hé-lohk

$38.5 in total

yat-guhng sdam-sahp-baat go bun

We went to watch a movie together
ngbh-deih yat-chdih heui ti-hei
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He only plays but not doing homework

kéuih jihng-haih wAan, mhjouh giing-fo

he only play, not do homework

He has only eaten a little bit food

a bit sfu sfu

kéuih jihng-haih sihk-j6 sfu sfu yéh
Adverbs expressing repetition/continuous

VYocab

again (in the past)
yauh

again (in the future)
joi

Phrases / Sentences

He came again yesterday (in the past)
kéuih chahm-yaht yauh 13ih

He will come again tomorrow (in the future)
kéuih ting-yaht wiih joi 13ih

Adverbs expressing estimation

Vocab

about
daaih-yeuk/daaih-koi

seems
hbu-chth / chth-fih

Phrases / Sentences

I roughly know how to do it

ngbh daaih-yeuk ji-(dou) dim-(yéung) jouh
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2) He seems forget who am I

kéuih héu-chth mh-gei-dak ngbh haih bin-go

B.8 Adverbs expressing certainty

1.  Vocab
1) of course
ghng-haih

2. Phrases / Sentences

1) Of course I know him

ngbh ging-haih sik kéuih 1a!

B9 Adverbs expressing negation

1. Yocab

1) no
th

2) don’t have
mbuh

3) not yet
meih

4) no need
th séi

Sentence Patterns — Parts of Speech (2)
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unit4 Preposition I

IL

Al

Introductions

Definition

Prepositions are words that are placed before nouns, pronouns or phrase
to form a prepositional phrase and are used together to express the
direction, object, time, place, etc. of an action.

Many prepositional phrase works as adverbials and is placed before the
action

Prepositional phrase = Preposition + noun

Some prepositions
Indicating time, place and direction

/. .

hai —on/in/at

hai = at, in, on

h4i combines with a noun or pronoun denoting time, place or direction

to form a prepositional phrase which is used as an adverbial modifier to

express the time or place of an action.

Positive
She works in Central
kéuih hai Jing-Waahn faan-giing

she in Central back  work

I work in Sheung Wan
ngbh bii Seuhng-Waahn faan-giing

I work in a school

ngbh haih hdi hohk-haauh jouh-yéh ge

B.1

1 be at school do thing PM

The children are playing outside

d sai-man-jai hi chéut-bihn waan-gin
Ilive in TST
ngbh jyuh hi Jim-S3-Jéui

He works in Wanchai

kéuih hai Waan-J4i faan-gling

I do my homework at school

school: hohk haauh
ngbh hii hohk-haauh jouh giing-fo

Negations

She does not work in Central.

kéuih thh-haih h4i Jing-Waahn faan-giing
Questions

Does she work in Central ?

kéuih haih-hh-haih hi Jing-W3ahn faan-giing a?

Indicating object

\ .
tuhng —with

“tihng” combine with a noun or pronoun to modify verbs as adverbial
modifiers. It is used to indicate the object of an action

Positive

I told her

ngdh tihng kéuih  gbng

1 with she tell

I went with my friends
ngdh tihng pahngyauh heui

1 with friend g0
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C1

He told me
kéuih tihng ngdh gong

he with me speak

My friend told me she is unhappy
ngdh pahng-yauh tihng ngbh gbng kéuih hdu thh hdi-sam

my friend with me speak she very not happy
She told me that she lose lots of money in horse racing
kéuih tihng ngbh gbng kéuih dbu-méh syii-j6 héu-do chin

she with me speak she gamblehorse loseed much money
I told them
ngbh tihng kéuih-deih gbng

1 with them speak

He told his mother he wanted to buy that toy bear

(he with mother speak he want buy that toy bear)
toy wuhn geuih
bear hiihng (M: jek)

kéuih tihng ma-mih gbng kéuih séung méaih gd-jek wuhn-geuih hiihng

Mum always plays with us together
(Mum always with us together play)

ma-mih sthng-yaht fihng ngdh-deih yat-chiih wan

Negations

I didn’t told her

ngbh méuh tihng kéuih gng

I won’t told her

ngbh mh-wiih tihng kéuih gbng

Indicating the passive

béi % - by
I am beat by my mum

ngbh bé&i ma-mih di

1 by mother beat
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My money was being stolen

ngdh di chin béi ydhn tau-jd
my MW  money by people steal ed

He was being played practical jokes
kéuih béi yihn jing gl
he by people  play practical joke

The dog is stolen by him

jek ghu béi Kkéuih tau-jb
MW (the) dog by him steal ed

Sentence Patterns — Parts of Speech (2)
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10)  or

- - waahk-jé/dihng

uwits Conjunctions I
11)  for example
pei-yth / 1dih-yth
. Introductions 12)  then
gan-jyuh

13)  How about having meal, then go to watch a movie?
(eat finish rice, then watch movie, good not good?)

sihk-ytihn-faahn, gan-jyuh heui tii-hei, héu mh héu a?

A. Definition
Conjunctions are used to connect words, phrases or clauses.

B. Kinds of Conjunctions
14) moreover

1) and yih-ché
tihng/tihng-maaih
2) because
yan-waih
3) therefore
V4 4
s0-yih
4) if
yuh-gwo

5) If this is $60, T will then buy
ytih-gwd luhk-sahp man, ngbh jauh (wilih) méaih

6) otherwise
yuh-gwd thh haih (more casual)

if not

7) since

gei-yihn

8) although, though
s€ui-ylhn

9) however, but

daahn-haih / bat-gwo
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unite Interjections I

Al

A2

A3

Introductions

Definition

An interjection is an exclamation, a crying out or a response.

Some interjections

¢,
gam = ‘well’
It may serve to fill a pause or transition, often together with a particle.
Well... let me think about it

V4 V4 r4 V4 4 -
gam , dang ngoh nam nam sin

well let me think  think  first

7z V4 . .
Here “nam nam” means “think a while”

ai ya! = ‘oh’

It is a negatively charged exclamation, expressing shock or disapproval.

Oh no, I’ve forgotten to bring my key!

dgiyal ngbh mhgeidik daai sbsth a!
oh dear ! I forget bring key PM!
/.

sei la!

Expresses panic or despair in an emergency.

I’'m dead! I forgot to tell him
séi la! ngbh mhgeidik tihngkéuih gbng

dead PM, I not remember with him speak

Oh I'm dead, I lost the money.
séi 1a, ngbh mh-gin-j6 di chin a!
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unit7 Onomatopoeias I

1. Introductions
A. Definition
An onomatopoeic word is one that imitates the sound of a thing or an
action.
1) He laughs in the sound ‘ha ha’.
kéuih hda hd ghm daaih siu
he . . S0 great laugh
2) The chair down in the sound “pak’
jéung dang ‘pdahk’ yat séng dit dai jb
MW chair ‘pak’ one  sound fall  down ed
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units Particles I

. Introductions

A. Definition
Particles are words that are added to words, phrases or sentences to
express some additional meanings.

B. Kinds of Particles

1) Structural Particles (Structural particle) — PS

2) Aspect Particles — PA

3) Modal Particles — PM

i Structural Particles

A. Definition
Structural particles are words that connect words and make them into
phrases with certain syntactic construction.
It is also called as structural particles.

B. Kinds of structural particles:

1 ge

2) gam

3) dak

C. ge
If there is a modifier comes before a noun or a noun equivalent, the
structural particle “ge” has to be used
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C1

C.2

The modifier is a pronoun/proper noun - possessive
Refer to the unit “Nouns” for details
“ge” is also called as “possessive particle” when it is used in possessive

case

his problems

kéuih ge mahn-tdih

Peter’s problems
Peter ge mahn-tiih

The modifier is an adjective

Refer to the unit “Adjectives” for details

very big watermelon
hbu-daaih ge sdi-gwa

very pretty and very expensive dress
héu leng, héu gwai ge kwahn

very long and very loose trousers

h6u chéuhng, héu fut ge fu

very thick, very heavy and very large winter clothes

héu hauh, hdu chithng tihng héu daaih-gihn ge ding-tin sdam
gam

“gdm” is used when the Adverbial modifier is adjective

study quietly
héujihng gim  wan jaahp

very  quiet PS(ly) study

eating happily

héu hoisim gim  sihk yéh
very happy PS(ly) eating matter

run quickly

hbéu faai gdm jau
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E.1

very quick PS(ly) ran

He study hardly
kéuih héu kahn-lihk gim wan-jaahp

He walked carefully
kéuih héu sfu-sim gim haahng

The child eat quietly

go sai-man-jai hbu jihng gim sihk-yéh
They sang loudly
kéuih-deih héu daaih-séng gim cheung-gd

We read quietly

ngbh-deih héu jihng gém thi-syi

The old lady crossed the road carefully
old lady poh pd

cross the road gwo mah-mouh

2o poh-pb hdu sfu-sam gim gwo mah-louh
dak

Degree complement
A degree complement indicates the degree or extent of an action or a

thing.

He walks fast
kéuih hdahng dak faai

He walks slowly
kéuih hdahng dik maahn

He can walk very long
kéuih hd-yth hdahng dak hdu noih

He can’t walk too long
kéuih mh-h-yth hiahng dik taai noih
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10)

11)

12)

13)

E.2

They did it well
kéuih-deih jouh dak héu

They didn’t do it well
kéuih-deih jouh dik mh-hdu

My elder sister run very quickly
ngbh gi-jé jau dak hbu faai

My younger sister walks very slowly
ngbh sai-mfli hiahng dak héu maahn

He eats fast
kéuih sihk dak faai

He speaks very loud
kéuih gbng dak taai daaih-séng

You speak too fast
néih gbng dak taai faai

I learn too slowly
ngbh hohk dak taai maahn

He walked too fast, I can’t follow him
can’t follow gan thh déu (follow not successfully)

kéuih hiahng dak taai faai, ngbh gan-thh-déu kéuih

Potential complement
A potential complement tells the possibility of an action taking place or

being realized.

Positive

can listen clearly
teng  dak ching chd

listen PS(can, possible) clear

can read
thi dak mihng

read PS(can, possible) understand
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The child can read this letter

letter seun (MW: fung)
g0 sai-man-jai tai-dak-mihng ni-fing-seun

I can understand his Cantonese

ngb teng dik mihng kéuih di Gwonhg-diing-w4

I can go out
ngbh chéut dik heui

You can come in

néih yahp dak 1iih

I can read what he wrote

(I read PS understand his write what)

ng6 thi dak mihng kéuih sé mat-yéh

Negations — negate the compliment only

I can’t understand his Cantonese

ngb teng thh mihng kéuih di Gwonhg-diing-w4

I can’t read his handwriting
ngb tai thh mihng kéuih di jih

I can’t hear it clearly
ngd téng th ching-chd

I can’t read it clearly
ng6 tai hh ching-chb

Negations — negate the verb

I can’t go out

ngbh th chéut dak heui

You can’t come in

néih mh yahp dak laih
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m Aspect Particles

A1 Definition
For the details of aspect particles: j6, gwo, gan and jyuh, refer to the
units of “Verbs”.

w. Modal Particles

A. Introduction

A1 Definition
Modal particles help to add various moods such as imperative,
exclamatory or declarative.
They are added at the end of sentences and that’s why they are also
called final particles.

A2 Notes
There are more than forty different modal particles. Besides, different
modal particles may be used at the same time, therefore the possible
sets of modal particles are numerous.
All particles including modal particles don’t have a concrete meaning.
Therefore if you are not sure what modal particles should be used, it’s
better to just skip them. If you use them incorrectly, the mood of the
sentence maybe very different from what you originally meant.
Here we just talk about some usages of a few widely used modal
particles. There maybe many different usages of a single particle!

B. Examples

B1 a
Soften the force of statements or confirmations
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1.

Question
Do you go?

/. . .
néih heuimhheui 2a?
you go not go PM?

Where do you go?
néih heui bin-(douh) 2?

How much is this dress?

ni-tiuh kwihn géi chin a?

Do you like Hong Kong?

néih jiing thhjlng-yi Héung-gbng a?
you like not like Hong Kong

Soften a statement

PM?

Yes
haih a
be PM

A: Will you go?

A: néih heui th heui a ?

B: T will go

B: ngbh heui a

Reminding
Don’t be late

th hou chih a
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