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Unit 1 Verbs 

I. Introduction  

A. Definition 
Verbs are the words that express the action, behaviour or change of a 

person or a thing. 

II. Modal Verbs  
Modal verbs are used before verbs to express a desire, necessity or 

possibility. 

Adding ¬h before the modal verb will form negative 

Some of modal verbs are the main verbs when they are used alone. 
 CantoneseCantoneseCantoneseCantonese    EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    RemarksRemarksRemarksRemarks    

1. wúihwúihwúihwúih    will shows the willingness in doing 
something  

2. hóhóhóhó----yíhyíhyíhyíh    may being permitted or allowed 

3. sîksîksîksîk    can have the ability to do something – 
casual 

4. hóhóhóhó----nnnnàhngàhngàhngàhng    maybe  

5. yâtyâtyâtyât----dihngdihngdihngdihng    must  

6. yâtyâtyâtyât----dihngdihngdihngdihng    

yiuyiuyiuyiu    

must have to  

7. yîngyîngyîngyîng----gôigôigôigôi    should/ought moral or factual necessity 

8. gámgámgámgám    dare  

9. séungséungséungséung    want to do indicate hope or intention 

10. yiuyiuyiuyiu    have to/need show one’s desire or will 

11 hánghánghángháng    willing to willing to do something 
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A.1 wúih (will)wúih (will)wúih (will)wúih (will)    

(1) Positive 

1) I will go __________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh wúihwúihwúihwúih heui heui heui heui    

2) She will come __________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih wúihwúihwúihwúih làih làih làih làih    

(2) Negative 

1) They won’t come __________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih deih deih deih ¬¬¬¬hhhh----wúihwúihwúihwúih làih làih làih làih    

2) I won’t believe him __________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh ¬¬¬¬hhhh----wúihwúihwúihwúih seun kéuih seun kéuih seun kéuih seun kéuih    

(3) Questions 

1) Will he believe it? __________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih wúih wúih wúih wúih ¬¬¬¬hhhh----wúihwúihwúihwúih seun a? seun a? seun a? seun a?    

2) Will he die? __________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih wúih wúih wúih wúih ¬¬¬¬hhhh----wúihwúihwúihwúih séi a?  séi a?  séi a?  séi a?     

A.2 hóhóhóhó----yíh (may/can yíh (may/can yíh (may/can yíh (may/can ---- permitted to do  permitted to do  permitted to do  permitted to do somethingsomethingsomethingsomething))))    

(1) Positive 

1) I can/may go ________________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh hóhóhóhó----yíhyíhyíhyíh heui  heui  heui  heui     

2) I can/may watch TV ________________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh hóhóhóhó----yíhyíhyíhyíh tái dihn tái dihn tái dihn tái dihn----sih sih sih sih     

(2) Negative 

Sentence Patterns – Parts of Speech (2)                                              Page 4 

1) You can’t/may not go _____________________________________ 

néih néih néih néih ¬¬¬¬hhhh----hóhóhóhó----yíhyíhyíhyíh heui  heui  heui  heui     

2) You can’t/may not watch TV __________________________________ 

néih néih néih néih ¬¬¬¬hhhh----hóhóhóhó----yíhyíhyíhyíh tái dihn tái dihn tái dihn tái dihn----sih sih sih sih     

(3) Questions 

1) Can/may I go out? __________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh hóhóhóhó----¬¬¬¬hhhh----hóhóhóhó----yíhyíhyíhyíh chêut chêut chêut chêut----heui a?heui a?heui a?heui a?    

2) Can /may I watch TV? __________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh hóhóhóhó----¬¬¬¬hhhh----hóhóhóhó----yíhyíhyíhyíh tái dihn tái dihn tái dihn tái dihn----sih a?sih a?sih a?sih a?    

A.3 sîk (can sîk (can sîk (can sîk (can ---- capable of doing someth capable of doing someth capable of doing someth capable of doing something)ing)ing)ing)    

1. As an a modal verb 

Followed by a verb 

(1) Positive 

1) I can swim __________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh sîksîksîksîk yàuh yàuh yàuh yàuh----séui séui séui séui     

2) I can speak Cantonese __________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh sîksîksîksîk góng Gwóng góng Gwóng góng Gwóng góng Gwóng----dûngdûngdûngdûng----wá wá wá wá     

3) I can read Chinese _______________________________ 

nnnngóh góh góh góh sîksîksîksîk tái Jûng tái Jûng tái Jûng tái Jûng----Mán Mán Mán Mán     

(2) Negative 

1) I can’t swim __________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh ¬¬¬¬hhhh----sîksîksîksîk yàuh yàuh yàuh yàuh----séui séui séui séui     

2) I can’t speak Cantonese __________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh ¬¬¬¬hhhh----sîksîksîksîk góng Gwóng góng Gwóng góng Gwóng góng Gwóng----dûngdûngdûngdûng----wá wá wá wá     

(3) Questions 
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1) Can you speak Cantonese? __________________________________ 

néih néih néih néih sîksîksîksîk----¬¬¬¬hhhh----sîksîksîksîk góng Gwóng góng Gwóng góng Gwóng góng Gwóng----dûngdûngdûngdûng----wá a?wá a?wá a?wá a?    

2) Can you read Chinese? __________________________________ 

néih néih néih néih sîksîksîksîk----¬¬¬¬hhhh----sîksîksîksîk tái Jûng tái Jûng tái Jûng tái Jûng----Mán a?Mán a?Mán a?Mán a?    

2. As an a main verb 

Followed by a noun etc 

(1) Positive 

1) I know him __________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh sîksîksîksîk kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih    

(2) Negative 

1) They don’t know me __________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih deih deih deih ¬¬¬¬hhhh----sîksîksîksîk ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh    

(3) Questions 

1) Do you know him? __________________________________ 

néih néih néih néih sîksîksîksîk----¬¬¬¬hhhh----sîksîksîksîk kéuih a? kéuih a? kéuih a? kéuih a?    

A.4 hóhóhóhó----nàhng (maybe)nàhng (maybe)nàhng (maybe)nàhng (maybe)    

(1) Positive 

1) Maybe I will come ___________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh hóhóhóhó----nàhngnàhngnàhngnàhng (wúih) l (wúih) l (wúih) l (wúih) làihàihàihàih    

2) Maybe they will leave _____________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih deih deih deih hóhóhóhó----nàhngnàhngnàhngnàhng (wúih) jáu (wúih) jáu (wúih) jáu (wúih) jáu    

3) Maybe I will go to market. _____________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh hóihóihóihói----nàhngnàhngnàhngnàhng    (wúih) (wúih) (wúih) (wúih) heui gâaiheui gâaiheui gâaiheui gâai----síhsíhsíhsíh    

(2) Negative 
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1) Maybe she won’t come _____________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih hóhóhóhó----nàhng nàhng nàhng nàhng ¬¬¬¬hhhh (wúih) làih (wúih) làih (wúih) làih (wúih) làih    

2) Maybe he is not an American _____________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih hóhóhóhó----nàhng nàhng nàhng nàhng ¬¬¬¬hhhh haih Méih haih Méih haih Méih haih Méih----gwok yàhngwok yàhngwok yàhngwok yàhn    

(3) Questions 

1) May he come? (does he possibly come) _______________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih haihhaihhaihhaih----¬¬¬¬hhhh----haihhaihhaihhaih hó hó hó hó----nàhng làih a?nàhng làih a?nàhng làih a?nàhng làih a?    

2) May he come? (is he able to come) _______________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih hóhóhóhó----¬¬¬¬hhhh----hóhóhóhó----nàhngnàhngnàhngnàhng làih a? làih a? làih a? làih a?    

3) May we go (do we possibly go)? _______________________ 

ngóhngóhngóhngóh----deih deih deih deih haihhaihhaihhaih----¬¬¬¬hhhh----haihhaihhaihhaih hó hó hó hó----nàhng heui a?nàhng heui a?nàhng heui a?nàhng heui a?    

4) May we go (are we able to go)? _______________________ 

ngóhngóhngóhngóh----deih deih deih deih hóhóhóhó----¬¬¬¬hhhh----hóhóhóhó----nàhngnàhngnàhngnàhng heui a? heui a? heui a? heui a?    

A.5 yâtyâtyâtyât----dihng (must dihng (must dihng (must dihng (must ---- definit definit definit definitely will)ely will)ely will)ely will)    
It’s yât-dihng-(wúih) and where the “wúih” is always kept 

(1) Positive 

1) He must come ____________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih yâtyâtyâtyât----dihngdihngdihngdihng (wúih) làih (wúih) làih (wúih) làih (wúih) làih    

2) They definitely will help him ____________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih deih deih deih yâtyâtyâtyât----dihngdihngdihngdihng (wúih) bông kéuih (wúih) bông kéuih (wúih) bông kéuih (wúih) bông kéuih    

3) He said he definitely will do homework _______________________ 

kéuih wah kéuih kéuih wah kéuih kéuih wah kéuih kéuih wah kéuih yâtyâtyâtyât----dihngdihngdihngdihng (wúih) jouh gûng (wúih) jouh gûng (wúih) jouh gûng (wúih) jouh gûng----fofofofo    

(2) Negative 

1) He definitely won’t come ____________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih yâtyâtyâtyât----dihng dihng dihng dihng ¬¬¬¬hhhh làih làih làih làih    
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2) He may not definitely come ____________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih ¬¬¬¬h yâth yâth yâth yât----didididihnghnghnghng làih làih làih làih    

3) Hong Kong people may not definitely can play mah jong ___________ 

HêungHêungHêungHêung----góng yàhn góng yàhn góng yàhn góng yàhn ¬¬¬¬h yâth yâth yâth yât----dihngdihngdihngdihng sîk dá màh sîk dá màh sîk dá màh sîk dá màh----jéukjéukjéukjéuk    

4) British may not definitely like eating steaks ______________________ 

YîngYîngYîngYîng----gwok yàhn gwok yàhn gwok yàhn gwok yàhn ¬¬¬¬h yâth yâth yâth yât----dihngdihngdihngdihng jûng jûng jûng jûng----yi sihk ngàuhyi sihk ngàuhyi sihk ngàuhyi sihk ngàuh----pápápápá    

(3) Questions 

1) Must Hong Kong people know English? _______________________ 

HêungHêungHêungHêung----góng yàhn góng yàhn góng yàhn góng yàhn haihhaihhaihhaih----¬¬¬¬hhhh----haih yâthaih yâthaih yâthaih yât----dihngdihngdihngdihng sîk (góng) Yîng sîk (góng) Yîng sîk (góng) Yîng sîk (góng) Yîng----mán ga?mán ga?mán ga?mán ga?    

2) Must he like it? ____________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih haihhaihhaihhaih----¬¬¬¬hhhh----haih yâthaih yâthaih yâthaih yât----dihngdihngdihngdihng jûng jûng jûng jûng----yi ga?yi ga?yi ga?yi ga?    

A.6 yâtyâtyâtyât----dihng yiu (must have to)dihng yiu (must have to)dihng yiu (must have to)dihng yiu (must have to)    

(1) Positive 

1) You must have to help me ____________________________ 

néih néih néih néih yâtyâtyâtyât----dihng yiudihng yiudihng yiudihng yiu bông ngóh bông ngóh bông ngóh bông ngóh    

2) I must have to do overtime ____________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh yâtyâtyâtyât----dihng yiudihng yiudihng yiudihng yiu gâ gâ gâ gâ----bâanbâanbâanbâan    

3) He must have to do homework ____________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih yâtyâtyâtyât----dihng yiudihng yiudihng yiudihng yiu jouh gûng jouh gûng jouh gûng jouh gûng----fofofofo    

(2) Negative 

1) You must not help him ____________________________ 

néih néih néih néih yâtyâtyâtyât----dihng dihng dihng dihng ¬¬¬¬hhhh----hóuhóuhóuhóu bông kéuih bông kéuih bông kéuih bông kéuih    

2) You must not go (Don’t go) ____________________________ 

néih néih néih néih yâtyâtyâtyât----dihng dihng dihng dihng ¬¬¬¬hhhh----hóuhóuhóuhóu heui heui heui heui    

(3) Questions 
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1) Must you believe him? ____________________________ 

néih néih néih néih haihhaihhaihhaih----¬¬¬¬hhhh----haih yâthaih yâthaih yâthaih yât----dihngdihngdihngdihng yiu se yiu se yiu se yiu seun kéuih a?un kéuih a?un kéuih a?un kéuih a?    

2) Must we go? ____________________________ 

ngóhngóhngóhngóh----deih deih deih deih haihhaihhaihhaih----¬¬¬¬hhhh----haih yâthaih yâthaih yâthaih yât----dihngdihngdihngdihng yiu heui a? yiu heui a? yiu heui a? yiu heui a?    

A.7 yîngyîngyîngyîng----gôi (should/ought to)gôi (should/ought to)gôi (should/ought to)gôi (should/ought to)    

(1) Positive 

1) You should do the homework ___________________________ 
(you should do homework) 

néih néih néih néih yîngyîngyîngyîng----gôigôigôigôi jouh gûng jouh gûng jouh gûng jouh gûng----fo fo fo fo     

2) You should help them __________________________________ 

néih néih néih néih yîngyîngyîngyîng----gôigôigôigôi bông kéuih bông kéuih bông kéuih bông kéuih----deihdeihdeihdeih    

(2) Negative 

1) You shouldn’t cheat him___________________________ 

néih néih néih néih ¬¬¬¬h h h h yîngyîngyîngyîng----gôigôigôigôi âak kéuih âak kéuih âak kéuih âak kéuih    

2) They shouldn’t beat you___________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih deih deih deih ¬¬¬¬h yîngh yîngh yîngh yîng----gôigôigôigôi dá néih dá néih dá néih dá néih    

(3) Questions 

1) Should I help them? ___________________________ 

ngóh yîng ngóh yîng ngóh yîng ngóh yîng ¬¬¬¬h yîngh yîngh yîngh yîng----gôigôigôigôi bông kéuih bông kéuih bông kéuih bông kéuih----deih a?deih a?deih a?deih a?    

A.8 gám (dare to)gám (dare to)gám (dare to)gám (dare to)    

(1) Positive 

1) I dare to beat him ___________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh gámgámgámgám dá kéuih dá kéuih dá kéuih dá kéuih    

2) The student dare to beat the teacher ___________________________ 

go hohkgo hohkgo hohkgo hohk----sâang sâang sâang sâang gámgámgámgám d d d dá go sîná go sîná go sîná go sîn----sâangsâangsâangsâang    
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(2) Negative 

1) They don’t dare to rob ___________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih deih deih deih ¬¬¬¬hhhh----gámgámgámgám dá dá dá dá----gipgipgipgip    

(3) Questions 

1) Do you dare to steal his money? ___________________________ 

nnnnéih ih ih ih gámgámgámgám----¬¬¬¬hhhh----gámgámgámgám tâu kéuih dî chín? tâu kéuih dî chín? tâu kéuih dî chín? tâu kéuih dî chín?    

A.9 séung (want to do)séung (want to do)séung (want to do)séung (want to do)    
séung – modal verb – want to do… (followed by a verb but not a noun) 

séung+yiu – modal verb+main verb = want (followed by a verb or a 

noun etc) 

séung – main verb – miss somebody / think (followed by a noun etc) 

In Cantonese, “séung: want” usually work as a modal verb but not a 

main verb. 

(1) Positive 

1) I want to buy apples __________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh séungséungséungséung máaih pìhng máaih pìhng máaih pìhng máaih pìhng----gwógwógwógwó    

2) I want to go travelling __________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh séungséungséungséung heui léuih heui léuih heui léuih heui léuih----hàhnghàhnghàhnghàhng    

3) My mother want to buy beef ___________________________ 

ngóh mângóh mângóh mângóh mâ----mìhmìhmìhmìh    séungséungséungséung máa máa máa máaih ngàuhih ngàuhih ngàuhih ngàuh----yuhkyuhkyuhkyuhk    

(2) Negative 

1) I don’t want to apply for leave ___________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh ¬¬¬¬hhhh----séungséungséungséung chéng chéng chéng chéng----gagagaga    

(3) Questions 

1) Do you want to eat steak? __________________________________ 

nnnnéihihihih    séungséungséungséung----¬¬¬¬hhhh----séungséungséungséung sihk ngàuh sihk ngàuh sihk ngàuh sihk ngàuh----pápápápá    
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A.10 yiu (have to)yiu (have to)yiu (have to)yiu (have to)    

1. As a modal verbAs a modal verbAs a modal verbAs a modal verb    

(1) Positive - yiu 

Followed by a verb 

1) I have to borrow money __________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh yiuyiuyiuyiu je je je je----chínchínchínchín 

2) I have to learn Chinese Kung Fu __________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh yiuyiuyiuyiu hohk Jûng hohk Jûng hohk Jûng hohk Jûng----gwok gûnggwok gûnggwok gûnggwok gûng----fûfûfûfû    

3) I have to do my homework ________________________________ 
(I have to do homework) 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh yiuyiuyiuyiu jouh gûng jouh gûng jouh gûng jouh gûng----fofofofo    

4) I have to study _______________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh yiuyiuyiuyiu duhk duhk duhk duhk----syûsyûsyûsyû    

5) I have to do OT / work long hours ____________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh yiuyiuyiuyiu gâ gâ gâ gâ----bâanbâanbâanbâan    

(2) Negative - ¬h sái 

1) I don’t have to do my homework ________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh ¬¬¬¬hhhh----sáisáisáisái jouh gûng jouh gûng jouh gûng jouh gûng----fofofofo    

2) I don’t have to do OT / work long hours______________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh ¬¬¬¬hhhh----sáisáisáisái gâ gâ gâ gâ----bâanbâanbâanbâan    

(3) Questions - sái ¬h sái 

1) Do you have to do OT / work long hours? ______________________ 

néih néih néih néih sáisáisáisái----¬¬¬¬hhhh----sáisáisáisái gâ gâ gâ gâ----bâan a?bâan a?bâan a?bâan a?    

2) Do you have to go to work? __________________________________ 

néih néih néih néih sáisáisáisái----¬¬¬¬hhhh----sáisáisáisái fâan fâan fâan fâan----gûng a?gûng a?gûng a?gûng a?    
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2. As a main verb 

Followed by a noun etc 

(1) Positive - yiu 

1) I need a sum of money. __________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh yiyiyiyiuuuu        yât  bât yât  bât yât  bât yât  bât                       chín      chín      chín      chín        
I      need   a    MW-amount of     money 

(2) Negative - ¬h sái yiu 

1) He doesn’t need this sum of money ____________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih ¬¬¬¬hhhh----sái yiusái yiusái yiusái yiu nî bât chín nî bât chín nî bât chín nî bât chín    

(3) Questions - sái ¬h sái 

1) Does he need this sum of money? ______________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih sáisáisáisái----¬¬¬¬hhhh----sái yiusái yiusái yiusái yiu nî bât chín a? nî bât chín a? nî bât chín a? nî bât chín a?    

A.11 háng (willing to)háng (willing to)háng (willing to)háng (willing to)    

(1) Positive - háng 

1) He is willing to help us ______________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih hánghánghángháng bông ngóh bông ngóh bông ngóh bông ngóh----deihdeihdeihdeih    

(2) Negative - ¬h háng 

1) He is not willing to help us ______________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih ¬¬¬¬h háh háh háh hángngngng bông ngóh bông ngóh bông ngóh bông ngóh----deihdeihdeihdeih    

(3) Question - háng ¬h háng 

1) Is he willing to help us? ______________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih háng háng háng háng ¬¬¬¬h hángh hángh hángh háng bông ngóh bông ngóh bông ngóh bông ngóh----deih a?deih a?deih a?deih a?    
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III. Some Verbs  

A. haih – be  

A.1 BeBeBeBe    

(1) I  am a … 

1) I am a Hongkonger __________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh haihhaihhaihhaih Hêung Hêung Hêung Hêung----góng yàhn góng yàhn góng yàhn góng yàhn     

2) They are my friends __________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih deih deih deih haihhaihhaihhaih ngóh pàhng ngóh pàhng ngóh pàhng ngóh pàhng----yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh    

3) She is my friend. __________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih haihhaihhaihhaih ngóh ge pàahng yáuh ngóh ge pàahng yáuh ngóh ge pàahng yáuh ngóh ge pàahng yáuh    

4) She is my elder sister __________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih haihhaihhaihhaih ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh gâ gâ gâ gâ----jêjêjêjê    

5) He is an author __________________________________ 
author: jok-gâ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih haihhaihhaihhaih jok jok jok jok----gâgâgâgâ    

6) I am a foreigner  __________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh haihhaihhaihhaih ngoih ngoih ngoih ngoih----gwokgwokgwokgwok----yàhnyàhnyàhnyàhn    

7) I am ten years old __________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh (haih)(haih)(haih)(haih) sahp seui sahp seui sahp seui sahp seui    

(2) Today is … 

1) Today is Sunday __________________________________ 

gâmgâmgâmgâm----yaht yaht yaht yaht (haih)(haih)(haih)(haih) sîng sîng sîng sîng----kèihkèihkèihkèih----yahtyahtyahtyaht    

2) Tomorrow is Monday __________________________________ 

tîngtîngtîngtîng----yaht yaht yaht yaht (haih)(haih)(haih)(haih) sîng sîng sîng sîng----kèihkèihkèihkèih----yâtyâtyâtyât    

3) Yesterday was Saturday __________________________________ 

chàhmchàhmchàhmchàhm----yaht yaht yaht yaht (haih)(haih)(haih)(haih) Sîng Sîng Sîng Sîng----kèihkèihkèihkèih----luhkluhkluhkluhk        
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4) Next month is June __________________________________ 

hahhahhahhah----gogogogo----yuht yuht yuht yuht (haih)(haih)(haih)(haih) luhk luhk luhk luhk----yuhtyuhtyuhtyuht        

(3) It’s … 

1) It’s September now __________________________________ 

yìhyìhyìhyìh----gâ gâ gâ gâ (haih)(haih)(haih)(haih) gáu gáu gáu gáu----yuhtyuhtyuhtyuht        

2) It’s 2:30 now __________________________________ 

yìhyìhyìhyìh----gâ gâ gâ gâ (haih)(haih)(haih)(haih) léuhng léuhng léuhng léuhng----dímdímdímdím----bunbunbunbun        

3) It’s Hong Kong here __________________________________ 

nînînînî----douh douh douh douh (haih)(haih)(haih)(haih) Hêung Hêung Hêung Hêung----GóngGóngGóngGóng    

4) It’s America there __________________________________ 

gógógógó----douh douh douh douh (haih)(haih)(haih)(haih) Méih Méih Méih Méih----GwokGwokGwokGwok    

(4) Negations 

1) I am not a dentist __________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh ¬h¬h¬h¬h----haihhaihhaihhaih ngàh ngàh ngàh ngàh----yîyîyîyî    

2) She is not a lawyer __________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih    ¬h¬h¬h¬h----haihhaihhaihhaih leuht leuht leuht leuht----sîsîsîsî    

3) She isn’t British __________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih ¬¬¬¬hhhh----haihhaihhaihhaih Yîng Yîng Yîng Yîng----gwok yàhn gwok yàhn gwok yàhn gwok yàhn     

4) It’s not 8:10 now __________________________________ 

yìhyìhyìhyìh----gâ gâ gâ gâ ¬¬¬¬hhhh----haihhaihhaihhaih baat baat baat baat----dímdímdímdím----yihyihyihyih        

B. yáuh yáuh yáuh yáuh –––– have  have  have  have     

B.1 IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction    
yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh essentially means ‘have’ or ‘there is /there are’. 

In negative sentences, “móuh”“móuh”“móuh”“móuh” is used instead of “yáuh”“yáuh”“yáuh”“yáuh” 
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1. Possession 

(1) I have … 

1) He has three sons ___________________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh sâam sâam sâam sâam    gogogogo    jáijáijáijái    

2) I have money ___________________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh chín chín chín chín    

3) I have a dog ___________________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh yât yât yât yât----jek gáujek gáujek gáujek gáu    

4) I have a son ___________________________________________ 

ngóhngóhngóhngóh    yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh    yâtyâtyâtyât----gogogogo    jáijáijáijái    

5)  I have a daughter ______________________________________ 

ngóhngóhngóhngóh    yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh    yâtyâtyâtyât----gogogogo néui néui néui néui    

6) She has two kids ______________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih    yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh    léuhngléuhngléuhngléuhng----gogogogo    saisaisaisai----mânmânmânmân----jáijáijáijái    

7) I have many friends ____________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh hó hó hó hóuuuu----dô pàhngdô pàhngdô pàhngdô pàhng----yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh    

8) He has a lot of colleagues _________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih    yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh hóu hóu hóu hóu----dôdôdôdô    tùhngtùhngtùhngtùhng----sihsihsihsih    

9) She has lots of very beautiful dresses  ________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh hóu hóu hóu hóu----dô hóudô hóudô hóudô hóu----leng ge kwàhnleng ge kwàhnleng ge kwàhnleng ge kwàhn    

(2) I don’t have… 

1) I don’t have money _____________________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  móuhmóuhmóuhmóuh   chín   chín   chín   chín    
I        not have    money 

2) I don’t have any book _____________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh móuhmóuhmóuhmóuh syû syû syû syû    

3) I don’t have time  _____________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh móuhmóuhmóuhmóuh sìh sìh sìh sìh----gaangaangaangaan    
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4) He has lots of money, I don’t have ___________________________ 

kéuih yáuh hóukéuih yáuh hóukéuih yáuh hóukéuih yáuh hóu----dô chín, ngóh dô chín, ngóh dô chín, ngóh dô chín, ngóh móuhmóuhmóuhmóuh    

2. Existential 

(1) There is… 

1) There is a dog _____________________________________ 

gó douh  gó douh  gó douh  gó douh  yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh  yât jek gáu  yât jek gáu  yât jek gáu  yât jek gáu    

2) There is a pen  _____________________________________ 

gó douh gó douh gó douh gó douh yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh yât jî bât yât jî bât yât jî bât yât jî bât    

3) There are some boys  _____________________________________ 

gó douh gó douh gó douh gó douh yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh dî nàahm dî nàahm dî nàahm dî nàahm----jáijáijáijái    

4) There are many cockroaches  _____________________________ 

gógógógó----douh douh douh douh yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh hóu hóu hóu hóu----dô gaahtdô gaahtdô gaahtdô gaaht----jáatjáatjáatjáat    

5) There are lots of people here _______________________________ 

nînînînî----douh douh douh douh yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh hóu hóu hóu hóu----dô yàhndô yàhndô yàhndô yàhn    

6) There are many people in Hong Kong ______________________ 

HêungHêungHêungHêung----Góng Góng Góng Góng yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh hóu hóu hóu hóu----dô yàhndô yàhndô yàhndô yàhn    

7) There are many student s in the school _______________________ 

gâan hohkgâan hohkgâan hohkgâan hohk----haauh haauh haauh haauh yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh hóu hóu hóu hóu----dô hohkdô hohkdô hohkdô hohk----sâangsâangsâangsâang    

8) There are many people at the bus stops waiting for the bus _________ 

bbbbââââ----sísísísí----jaahm jaahm jaahm jaahm yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh hóu hóu hóu hóu----dô yàhn dángdô yàhn dángdô yàhn dángdô yàhn dáng----gán bâgán bâgán bâgán bâ----sísísísí    

9) There are many colleagues in my company  ___________________ 

ngóh gûngngóh gûngngóh gûngngóh gûng----sî sî sî sî yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh hóu hóu hóu hóu----dô tùhng sihdô tùhng sihdô tùhng sihdô tùhng sih    

10) There is something wrong (hint) _______________________ 
(have some problems) 

yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh (d (d (d (dî)  mahn)  mahn)  mahn)  mahn----tàihtàihtàihtàih    
have   (some)  problems 

(2) There isn’t any… 
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1) There isn’t any water _______________________________ 

gógógógó----douh douh douh douh móuhmóuhmóuhmóuh séui séui séui séui    

2) There aren’t any people _____________________________________ 

gógógógó----douh douh douh douh móuhmóuhmóuhmóuh yàhn yàhn yàhn yàhn    

3) There aren’t any people here _____________________________ 

nînînînî----douh douh douh douh móuhmóuhmóuhmóuh yàhn yàhn yàhn yàhn    

4) There aren’t any students here ______________________________ 

nînînînî----douh douh douh douh móuhmóuhmóuhmóuh hohk hohk hohk hohk----sâangsâangsâangsâang    

5) There’s nothing to buy here ______________________________ 

nînînînî----douh douh douh douh móuhmóuhmóuhmóuh yéh máaih yéh máaih yéh máaih yéh máaih    

6) There isn’t any tea at my home ______________________________ 

ngóh ûkngóh ûkngóh ûkngóh ûk----kéi kéi kéi kéi móuhmóuhmóuhmóuh chàh chàh chàh chàh    

B.2 yáuh + veyáuh + veyáuh + veyáuh + verbrbrbrb        

1. A past action exists 

(1) Positive - yáuh + verb 

1) I did do my homework (explain it to one’s mum) ________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh jouh gûng fo jouh gûng fo jouh gûng fo jouh gûng fo    

2) Peter did came, David didn’t. _________________________ 

Peter Peter Peter Peter yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh làih, David móuh làih làih, David móuh làih làih, David móuh làih làih, David móuh làih    

3) I did have lunch, but I’m still very hungry. ___________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh sihk sihk sihk sihk----faahn, daahnfaahn, daahnfaahn, daahnfaahn, daahn----haih juhnghaih juhnghaih juhnghaih juhng----haih hóu tóuh ngohhaih hóu tóuh ngohhaih hóu tóuh ngohhaih hóu tóuh ngoh    

(2) Negative - móuh + verb 

1) I didn’t buy the watch _________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh móuhmóuhmóuhmóuh máaih jek sáu bîu máaih jek sáu bîu máaih jek sáu bîu máaih jek sáu bîu    

2) He didn’t help us _________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih    móuhmóuhmóuhmóuh bông ngóh bông ngóh bông ngóh bông ngóh----deihdeihdeihdeih    
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(3) Questions: yáuh móuh 

1) Did you buy the table? _________________________________ 

néih néih néih néih yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh----móuhmóuhmóuhmóuh m m m máaih jaih jaih jaih jêung tung tung tung tói a?i a?i a?i a?    

2. A present and habitual action exists 

(1) Positive 

1) I go to the market every day 

ngóh  múihngóh  múihngóh  múihngóh  múih----yaht  dôu   yaht  dôu   yaht  dôu   yaht  dôu   yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh   heui   gâai   heui   gâai   heui   gâai   heui   gâai----síhsíhsíhsíh    
I         every   day     also     have        go       wet market 

2) He does physical exercises ordinarily 
_________________________________ 

kéuih pìhngkéuih pìhngkéuih pìhngkéuih pìhng----sìh sìh sìh sìh yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh jouh wahn jouh wahn jouh wahn jouh wahn----duhngduhngduhngduhng    

3) He does part-time job _________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh jouh gîm jouh gîm jouh gîm jouh gîm----jîkjîkjîkjîk    

4) He does smoke _________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh sihk sihk sihk sihk----yînyînyînyîn    

5) They do learn French _________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih deih deih deih yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh hohk hohk hohk hohk----faatfaatfaatfaat----mmmmánnnn    

(2) Negative - móuh + verb 

1) I don’t exercise ordinarily (general habit) ______________________ 

ngóh pìhngngóh pìhngngóh pìhngngóh pìhng----sìh sìh sìh sìh móuh/móuh/móuh/móuh/¬¬¬¬hhhh jouh wahn jouh wahn jouh wahn jouh wahn----duhngduhngduhngduhng    

(3) Questions: yáuh móuh 

A kind of A-not-A question 

1) Do you do exercise ordinarily? _________________________ 

néih néih néih néih pìhngpìhngpìhngpìhng----sìh sìh sìh sìh yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh----móuhmóuhmóuhmóuh    jouh wahnjouh wahnjouh wahnjouh wahn----dungdungdungdung ga? ga? ga? ga?    
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C. hái - at/ in/ on  

1. “hái” as a main verb 

(1) Positive 

1) She is at home 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  háiháiháihái  ûk  ûk  ûk  ûk----kéikéikéikéi    

2) They are in the sitting room  _________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih deih deih deih háiháiháihái têng têng têng têng    

3) My elder brother is in Canada now _________________________ 
Canada: Gâ Nàh Daaih 

now: yìh-gâ 

ngóhngóhngóhngóh daaih daaih daaih daaih----lóuh/lóuh/lóuh/lóuh/ááááhhhh----gô yìhgô yìhgô yìhgô yìh----gâ gâ gâ gâ háiháiháihái Gâ Gâ Gâ Gâ----nnnnàhàhàhàh----ddddaaihaaihaaihaaih    

(2) Negative 

1) He is not in the office _________________________________ 
It’s more common to say “He is not in the company” 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih ¬h¬h¬h¬h----háiháiháihái gûng gûng gûng gûng----sîsîsîsî    

2) They are not on the 3rd floor _________________________________ 
floor: láu 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih deih deih deih ¬h¬h¬h¬h----háiháiháihái sâam sâam sâam sâam----láuláuláuláu    

(3) Questions 

1) Is he in the office? ________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih háiháiháihái----¬h¬h¬h¬h----háiháiháihái gûng gûng gûng gûng----sîsîsîsî a? a? a? a?    

2. “hái” as a preposition 

1) He works in Central ________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih háiháiháihái Jûng Jûng Jûng Jûng----wàahn fâanwàahn fâanwàahn fâanwàahn fâan----gûnggûnggûnggûng    

2) He studies in England ________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih háiháiháihái Yîng Yîng Yîng Yîng----gwok duhkgwok duhkgwok duhkgwok duhk----syûsyûsyûsyû    
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3) He studies in the University of Hong Kong _________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih háiháiháihái Hêung Hêung Hêung Hêung----góng daaihgóng daaihgóng daaihgóng daaih----hohk duhkhohk duhkhohk duhkhohk duhk----syûsyûsyûsyû    

IV. Attentions  

A. Verb-Object compounds  

1. Notes 

Many “verb” are actually verb object compound, aspect particle has to 

be place between them when it is required. 

1) drive   __________________________________ 

jâ  chêjâ  chêjâ  chêjâ  chê    
drive  car 

2) driving  __________________________________ 

jâjâjâjâ   gán   gán   gán   gán                chêchêchêchê    
drive   ing       car 

3) She is driving __________________________________ 

kéuih  jâ  gán  chêkéuih  jâ  gán  chêkéuih  jâ  gán  chêkéuih  jâ  gán  chê    

4) sleep __________________________________ 

fan       gaaufan       gaaufan       gaaufan       gaau    
sleep(verb)  the noun of a sleep 

5) The baby is sleeping __________________________________ 

go bìhgo bìhgo bìhgo bìh----bî bî bî bî fanfanfanfan----gángángángán gaau gaau gaau gaau    

6) The baby has slept __________________________________ 

go bìhgo bìhgo bìhgo bìh----bî bî bî bî fanfanfanfan----jójójójó gaau gaau gaau gaau    

7) bath __________________________________ 

chûng  lèuhngchûng  lèuhngchûng  lèuhngchûng  lèuhng    
bath(verb)    a bath 

8) He is bathing __________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih chûngchûngchûngchûng----gán gán gán gán lèuhnglèuhnglèuhnglèuhng    
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9) He has taken the bath __________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih chûngchûngchûngchûng----jó jó jó jó lèuhnglèuhnglèuhnglèuhng    

V. Tense  

A. Time & Aspects  
Tenses compose of “time” and “aspect”. 

B. Time  
Examples of time: yesterday, now, tomorrow, now, … 

In Cantonese, the time of an action is mainly expressed by time words 

instead of the verb itself 

1) I always go to Central __________________________________ 

ngóh  sìhngngóh  sìhngngóh  sìhngngóh  sìhng----yaht  yaht  yaht  yaht  heuiheuiheuiheui  Jûng  Jûng  Jûng  Jûng----WàahnWàahnWàahnWàahn    
 I          always        go        Central 

2) Yesterday, I went to Central_________________________________ 

chàhm yaht,  ngóh  chàhm yaht,  ngóh  chàhm yaht,  ngóh  chàhm yaht,  ngóh  heuiheuiheuiheui  Jûng  Jûng  Jûng  Jûng----Wàahn Wàahn Wàahn Wàahn     
   yesterday,        I        go        Central 

3) Tomorrow, I will go to Central_______________________________ 

tîngtîngtîngtîng----yàht,  ngóh  yàht,  ngóh  yàht,  ngóh  yàht,  ngóh  (wúih)  (wúih)  (wúih)  (wúih)  heuiheuiheuiheui  Jûng Wàahn  Jûng Wàahn  Jûng Wàahn  Jûng Wàahn    
  tomorrow,      I        (will )      go       Central 

wuíhwuíhwuíhwuíh can be added before the verb to shows the willingness of the 

action rather than show it’s a future tense. 

wúih helps with the “modal” rather than the “tense” of a sentence. 

wúihwúihwúihwúih is somehow similar to “would” in “I would ….” 

Actually people use tîngtîngtîngtîng----yahtyahtyahtyaht to show its future tense instead. 

4) I always watch TV __________________________ 

ngóh sìhngngóh sìhngngóh sìhngngóh sìhng----yaht yaht yaht yaht táitáitáitái dihn dihn dihn dihn----sihsihsihsih    

5) I watched TV __________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh táitáitáitái dihn dihn dihn dihn----sihsihsihsih    

6) I will watch TV __________________________ 

ngngngngóh óh óh óh (wúih) (wúih) (wúih) (wúih) táitáitáitái dihn dihn dihn dihn----sihsihsihsih    
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7) I swim everyday __________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh yahtyahtyahtyaht----yaht (dôu) yaht (dôu) yaht (dôu) yaht (dôu) yàuhyàuhyàuhyàuh----séuiséuiséuiséui    

8) I swam yesterday __________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh chàhmchàhmchàhmchàhm----yaht yaht yaht yaht yàuhyàuhyàuhyàuh----séuiséuiséuiséui    

9) I will swim tomorrow __________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh tîngtîngtîngtîng----yaht (wúih) yaht (wúih) yaht (wúih) yaht (wúih) yàuhyàuhyàuhyàuh----séuiséuiséuiséui    

C. Aspects  
An action may be in stage of progression, continuation or completion, 

and these different stages of an action are known as “aspects”. 

The aspect and the time of an action are separately shown. 

Cantonese add an additional “aspect particle” to show the aspect – the 

state of the action. 
There are 4 aspect particles 

 
NameNameNameName    IndicateIndicateIndicateIndicate    EngEngEngEng    CantCantCantCant    ExamplesExamplesExamplesExamples    
Perfective 
(PFV) 

the completion 
of an action 

ed jójójójó    have eaten 

sihksihksihksihk----jójójójó    
Experiential 
(EXP) 

a certain 
experience in the 
past 

ed gwogwogwogwo    have been 
to …before 

heuiheuiheuiheui----gwogwogwogwo    
Progressive 
(PROG) 

the progressive 
aspect 

ing gán gán gán gán     walking 

hàahnghàahnghàahnghàahng----gángángángán    
Continuous 
(CONT) 

the continuous 
aspect 

ing jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh    looking 

mohngmohngmohngmohng----jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh    

 

C.1 The perfect aspect The perfect aspect The perfect aspect The perfect aspect     
To express an action was completed in the past. 

When people just state an action happen in the past, don’t use “jó”. 

When people want to indicate the completion of an action, “jó” is used. 

Usually it is used to emphasis of the action or the effects of the action 

still there. Moreover, in English, if it uses perfect tense, then usually in 
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Cantonese, people use the aspect particle “jó” as well. Sometimes in 

English, people used simple past tense, Cantonese still use the “jó”. 

1. Positive Statements 

(1) Completed actions 

1) He died _______________________________ 

kéuih   séikéuih   séikéuih   séikéuih   séi----jójójójó    
 he       die  PFV(ed) 

2) I bought a pen _______________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh     máaihmáaihmáaihmáaih----jójójójó                yyyyâtttt----jjjjî        bbbbâtttt    
I        buy    PFV(ed)   one MW   pen 

3) Yesterday, I bought a book _____________________________ 

kàhm yaht,  ngóh  máaihkàhm yaht,  ngóh  máaihkàhm yaht,  ngóh  máaihkàhm yaht,  ngóh  máaih----jójójójó  yât   yât   yât   yât bún syûbún syûbún syûbún syû    

(2)  “have + verb” in English 

1) I have eaten _______________________________ 

ngóh    ngóh    ngóh    ngóh    sihksihksihksihk----jójójójó                            faahnfaahnfaahnfaahn    
I           eat  PFV (ed)         rice 

2) She has come ________________________________ 

kéuih làihkéuih làihkéuih làihkéuih làih----jójójójó    

3) They has gone out ________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih chêutdeih chêutdeih chêutdeih chêut----jójójójó heui heui heui heui    

4) He has seen the doctor ________________________________ 

kéuih táikéuih táikéuih táikéuih tái----jójójójó yî yî yî yî----sângsângsângsâng    

5) They has gone there______________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deihdeihdeihdeih   heui   heui   heui   heui----jójójójó  gó  gó  gó  gó----douhdouhdouhdouh    

6) I’ve eaten a lot, so I’m very full _________________________ 
a lot    hóu dô yéh 

so    só yíh 

full    báau 

ngóh sihkngóh sihkngóh sihkngóh sihk----jójójójó hóu hóu hóu hóu----dô yéh, sódô yéh, sódô yéh, sódô yéh, só----yíh yíh yíh yíh ngóh hóu báaungóh hóu báaungóh hóu báaungóh hóu báau    



http://www.clc.com.hk                                                            Page 23 

2. Negative statements: 

1) I haven’t eaten yet _______________________________ 

ngóh   ngóh   ngóh   ngóh   meihmeihmeihmeih   sihk   sihk   sihk   sihk                faahnfaahnfaahnfaahn    
I         not yet      eat        rice 

2) He hasn’t died yet _______________________________ 

kéuih   meih  séikéuih   meih  séikéuih   meih  séikéuih   meih  séi    
 he        not yet   die  

3) I haven’t bought it yet ________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh meihmeihmeihmeih máaih máaih máaih máaih    

4) I haven’t done it yet ________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh meihmeihmeihmeih jouh jouh jouh jouh    

5) I haven’t read it yet________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh meihmeihmeihmeih tái tái tái tái    

6) He hasn’t seen the doctor yet________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih meihmeihmeihmeih tái yî tái yî tái yî tái yî----sângsângsângsâng    

7) He hasn’t taken the medicine yet. _____________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih meihmeihmeihmeih sihk yeuk sihk yeuk sihk yeuk sihk yeuk    

8) She hasn’t cook the dinner yet _____________________________ 
cook the dinner     jyú faahnjyú faahnjyú faahnjyú faahn 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih meihmeihmeihmeih jyú jyú jyú jyú----faahnfaahnfaahnfaahn    

3. Questions: 

Again, it is in A-not-A format 

1) Have you eaten yet _______________________________ 

néih  sihk néih  sihk néih  sihk néih  sihk jójójójó                faahn   faahn   faahn   faahn   meihmeihmeihmeih   a?   a?   a?   a?    
you     eat  PFV (ed)    rice       not yet    PM? 

2) Have you bought it yet? ________________________________ 

néih máaihnéih máaihnéih máaihnéih máaih----jójójójó    meihmeihmeihmeih a? a? a? a?    

3) Has he come yet? ________________________________ 

kéuih làihkéuih làihkéuih làihkéuih làih----jójójójó    meihmeihmeihmeih a? a? a? a?    
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4) Have they left yet?________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih jáudeih jáudeih jáudeih jáu----jójójójó    meihmeihmeihmeih a? a? a? a?    

5) Have you read it yet? ________________________________ 

néih táinéih táinéih táinéih tái----jójójójó    meihmeihmeihmeih a? a? a? a?    

6) Have you read that book yet? ________________________________ 

néih táinéih táinéih táinéih tái----jójójójó gó bún syû  gó bún syû  gó bún syû  gó bún syû meihmeihmeihmeih a? a? a? a?    

7) Have you drunk it yet? ________________________________ 

néih yámnéih yámnéih yámnéih yám----jójójójó    meihmeihmeihmeih a? a? a? a?    

8) Have you drunk the soup yet? ________________________________ 

néih yámnéih yámnéih yámnéih yám----jójójójó (dî) tông  (dî) tông  (dî) tông  (dî) tông meihmeihmeihmeih a? a? a? a?    

9) Has he seen the doctor yet ? ________________________________ 

kéuih táikéuih táikéuih táikéuih tái----jójójójó yî yî yî yî----sâng sâng sâng sâng meihmeihmeihmeih a? a? a? a?    

10) Have you taken the medicine yet? ____________________________ 

néih sihknéih sihknéih sihknéih sihk----jójójójó yeuhk  yeuhk  yeuhk  yeuhk meihmeihmeihmeih a? a? a? a?    

C.2 The eThe eThe eThe experiential xperiential xperiential xperiential aaaaspectspectspectspect    
It’s used to express a certain experience in the past.  

1. Positive statements 

1) I have been to England before ______________________________ 

ngóh   heui    ngóh   heui    ngóh   heui    ngóh   heui    gwogwogwogwo     Yîng Gwok     Yîng Gwok     Yîng Gwok     Yîng Gwok    
I          go       EXP (ed)         England 

2) I have been to Japan before________________________________ 

ngóh heuingóh heuingóh heuingóh heui----gwogwogwogwo yaht yaht yaht yaht----búnbúnbúnbún    

3) I have been there before________________________________ 

ngóh hngóh hngóh hngóh heuieuieuieui----gwogwogwogwo gó gó gó gó----douhdouhdouhdouh    

4) I’ve learnt driving before________________________________ 

néih hohknéih hohknéih hohknéih hohk----gwogwogwogwo jâ jâ jâ jâ----chêchêchêchê    

5) I’ve learnt Japanese before________________________________ 

néih hohknéih hohknéih hohknéih hohk----gwogwogwogwo Yaht Yaht Yaht Yaht----màhn*màhn*màhn*màhn*    
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6) I’ve learnt French before________________________________ 

néih hohknéih hohknéih hohknéih hohk----gwogwogwogwo Faa Faa Faa Faatttt----mmmmánnnn    

7) I’ve learnt Yoga before________________________________ 

néih hohknéih hohknéih hohknéih hohk----gwogwogwogwo Yùh Yùh Yùh Yùh----gâgâgâgâ    

8) I have been to this restaurant (non Chinese) before ________________ 

ngóh heuingóh heuingóh heuingóh heui----gwogwogwogwo nî nî nî nî----gâan châangâan châangâan châangâan châan----têngtêngtêngtêng    
non Chinese restaurant: châan-têng 

9) I have been to China before ____________________________ 
China: Jûng-Gwok 

ngóh heui ngóh heui ngóh heui ngóh heui gwogwogwogwo Jûng Jûng Jûng Jûng----ggggwokwokwokwok    

10) I have been to the mainland before ____________________________ 
mainland: daaih-luhk 

ngóh heui ngóh heui ngóh heui ngóh heui gwogwogwogwo daaih daaih daaih daaih----luhkluhkluhkluhk    

2. Negative statements: 

1) I have never been to England before _________________________ 

nnnngóh   góh   góh   góh   móuhmóuhmóuhmóuh            heui  heui  heui  heui      gwo     Yîng Gwokgwo     Yîng Gwokgwo     Yîng Gwokgwo     Yîng Gwok    
I          not have     go      EXP (ed)        England 

ngóh   ngóh   ngóh   ngóh   meihmeihmeihmeih            heui    gwo     Yîng Gwokheui    gwo     Yîng Gwokheui    gwo     Yîng Gwokheui    gwo     Yîng Gwok    
I          not yet      go       EXP (ed)        England 

The first option “móuh…gwo” is more common 

2) I’ve never been to Japan before________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh móuhmóuhmóuhmóuh heui heui heui heui----gwo yahtgwo yahtgwo yahtgwo yaht----búnbúnbúnbún    

3) I’ve never gone there before________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh móuhmóuhmóuhmóuh heui heui heui heui----gwo gógwo gógwo gógwo gó----douhdouhdouhdouh    

4) I’ve never been to this restaurant(non Chinese) before ______________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh móuhmóuhmóuhmóuh heui heui heui heui----gwo nîgwo nîgwo nîgwo nî----gâan cgâan cgâan cgâan châanhâanhâanhâan----têngtêngtêngtêng    

5) I’ve never learnt driving before________________________________ 

néih néih néih néih móuhmóuhmóuhmóuh hohk hohk hohk hohk----gwo jâgwo jâgwo jâgwo jâ----chêchêchêchê    

6) I’ve never learnt Japanese before_____________________________ 

néih néih néih néih móuhmóuhmóuhmóuh hohk hohk hohk hohk----gwo Yahtgwo Yahtgwo Yahtgwo Yaht----mánmánmánmán    

Sentence Patterns – Parts of Speech (2)                                              Page 26 

7) I’ve never learnt French before________________________________ 

néih néih néih néih móuhmóuhmóuhmóuh hohk hohk hohk hohk----gwo Faatgwo Faatgwo Faatgwo Faat----mánmánmánmán    

8) I’ve never learnt Yoga before________________________________ 

néih néih néih néih móuhmóuhmóuhmóuh hohk hohk hohk hohk----gwo Yùhgwo Yùhgwo Yùhgwo Yùh----gâgâgâgâ    

9) I have never been to Europe________________________________ 
Europe   Âu Jâu 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh móuhmóuhmóuhmóuh heui heui heui heui----gwo Âugwo Âugwo Âugwo Âu----jjjjâuâuâuâu    

3. Questions: 

1) Have you been to England? _______________________________ 

néih    néih    néih    néih    yáuh móuhyáuh móuhyáuh móuhyáuh móuh   heui       heui       heui       heui    gwogwogwogwo   Yîng Gwok  a?   Yîng Gwok  a?   Yîng Gwok  a?   Yîng Gwok  a?    
you        have  not have      go       EXP (ed)      England       PM 

néih    heui   néih    heui   néih    heui   néih    heui   gwogwogwogwo   Yîng Gwok       Yîng Gwok       Yîng Gwok       Yîng Gwok    meihmeihmeihmeih      a?      a?      a?      a?    
 you        go      EXP (ed)      England         not yet         PM 

The first option “yáuh móuh…gwo” is more common 

2) Have you been to Japan before ?______________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh yáuh móuhyáuh móuhyáuh móuhyáuh móuh heui heui heui heui----gwogwogwogwo yaht yaht yaht yaht----bún a?bún a?bún a?bún a?    

3) Have you gone there before ?________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh yáuh móuhyáuh móuhyáuh móuhyáuh móuh heui heui heui heui----gwogwogwogwo gó gó gó gó----douh a?douh a?douh a?douh a?    

4) Have you been to this restaurant (non Chinese) before ? ___________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh yáuh móuhyáuh móuhyáuh móuhyáuh móuh heui heui heui heui----gwogwogwogwo nî nî nî nî----gâan châangâan châangâan châangâan châan----têng a?têng a?têng a?têng a?    

5) Have you learnt driving before ?_______________________________ 

néih néih néih néih yáuh móuhyáuh móuhyáuh móuhyáuh móuh hohk hohk hohk hohk----gwogwogwogwo jâ jâ jâ jâ----chê a?chê a?chê a?chê a?    

6) Have you learnt Japanese before ?____________________________ 

néih néih néih néih yáuh móuhyáuh móuhyáuh móuhyáuh móuh hohk hohk hohk hohk----gwogwogwogwo Yaht Yaht Yaht Yaht----mán a?mán a?mán a?mán a?    

7) Have you learnt French before ?_______________________________ 

néih néih néih néih yáuh móuhyáuh móuhyáuh móuhyáuh móuh hohk hohk hohk hohk----gwogwogwogwo Faat Faat Faat Faat----mán a?mán a?mán a?mán a?    

8) Have you learnt Yoga before ?_______________________________ 

néih néih néih néih yáuh móuhyáuh móuhyáuh móuhyáuh móuh hohk hohk hohk hohk----gwogwogwogwo Yùh Yùh Yùh Yùh----gâ a?gâ a?gâ a?gâ a?    

9) Have you been to Lan Kwai Fong? ___________________________ 
Lan Kwai Fong  Làahn Gwai Fông 
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néih néih néih néih yáuh móuhyáuh móuhyáuh móuhyáuh móuh heui  heui  heui  heui gwogwogwogwo Làahn Làahn Làahn Làahn----ggggwaiwaiwaiwai----ffffông a?ông a?ông a?ông a?    

C.3 TheTheTheThe p p p progressive rogressive rogressive rogressive aaaaspect spect spect spect     
It’s very similar to the continuous tense in English. 

1. Positive statements 

1) I’m watching TV _______________________________ 

ngóh   tái ngóh   tái ngóh   tái ngóh   tái         gángángángán                 dihn dihn dihn dihn----sihsihsihsih    
  I      watch   PROG (ing)        TV 

2) I am walking _______________________________ 

ngóh  hàahngngóh  hàahngngóh  hàahngngóh  hàahng        gángángángán    
  I         walk   PROG (ing) 

3) I’m having my meal _______________________________ 

ngóh sihkngóh sihkngóh sihkngóh sihk----gángángángán    faahnfaahnfaahnfaahn    

4) I’m singing _______________________________ 

ngóh cheungngóh cheungngóh cheungngóh cheung----gángángángán gô gô gô gô    

5) I’m doing my homework _______________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh jouhjouhjouhjouh----gángángángán gûng gûng gûng gûng----fofofofo    

6) I’m learning Mandarin _______________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh hohkhohkhohkhohk----gángángángán    GwokGwokGwokGwok----yúhyúhyúhyúh    

7) I am writing. _______________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  sé  sé  sé  sé  gángángángán  jih  jih  jih  jih    

8) Yesterday 3:00, I was watching TV. ________________________ 

kàhm yaht  sâam dím,  ngóh  tái  kàhm yaht  sâam dím,  ngóh  tái  kàhm yaht  sâam dím,  ngóh  tái  kàhm yaht  sâam dím,  ngóh  tái  gángángángán  dihn sih  dihn sih  dihn sih  dihn sih    

2. Negative statements: 

1) I’m not watching TV _______________________________ 

ngóhngóhngóhngóh      ¬h haih    ¬h haih    ¬h haih    ¬h haih      táitáitáitái                gángángángán                 dihn dihn dihn dihn----sihsihsihsih    
  I        not   be      watch   PROG (ing)       TV 

2) I’m not having my meal _______________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh ¬h¬h¬h¬h----haihhaihhaihhaih sihk sihk sihk sihk----gángángángán    faahnfaahnfaahnfaahn    
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3) I’m not singing _______________________________ 

ngóhngóhngóhngóh    ¬h¬h¬h¬h----haihhaihhaihhaih cheung cheung cheung cheung----gángángángán gô gô gô gô    

4) I’m not doing my homework _______________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh ¬h¬h¬h¬h----hhhhaihaihaihaih    jouhjouhjouhjouh----gángángángán gûng gûng gûng gûng----fofofofo    

5) I’m not learning Mandarin _______________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh ¬h¬h¬h¬h----haihhaihhaihhaih    hohkhohkhohkhohk----gángángángán    GwokGwokGwokGwok----yúhyúhyúhyúh    

6) I am not writing. __________________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ¬h¬h¬h¬h----haihhaihhaihhaih  sé    sé    sé    sé  gángángángán  jih   jih   jih   jih     

3. Questions: 

1) Are you watching TV? _______________________________ 

néih  néih  néih  néih  haih ¬hhaih ¬hhaih ¬hhaih ¬h----haihhaihhaihhaih        táitáitáitái            gángángángán             dihn dihn dihn dihn----sih  a?sih  a?sih  a?sih  a?    
 you     be   not    be    watch  PROG (ing)      TV     PM? 

2) Are you having the meal? _______________________________ 

néih néih néih néih haih ¬hhaih ¬hhaih ¬hhaih ¬h----haihhaihhaihhaih sihk sihk sihk sihk----gángángángán    faahn a?faahn a?faahn a?faahn a?    

3) Are you singing? _______________________________ 

néih néih néih néih hahahahaih ¬hih ¬hih ¬hih ¬h----haihhaihhaihhaih cheung cheung cheung cheung----gángángángán gô a? gô a? gô a? gô a?    

4) Are you doing the homework? _______________________________ 

néih néih néih néih haih ¬hhaih ¬hhaih ¬hhaih ¬h----haihhaihhaihhaih    jouhjouhjouhjouh----gángángángán gûng gûng gûng gûng----fo a?fo a?fo a?fo a?    

5) Are you learning Mandarin? _______________________________ 

néih néih néih néih haih ¬hhaih ¬hhaih ¬hhaih ¬h----haihhaihhaihhaih    hohkhohkhohkhohk----gángángángán    GwokGwokGwokGwok----yúh a?yúh a?yúh a?yúh a?    

6) Are you writing. __________________________________________ 

néih  néih  néih  néih  haih ¬hhaih ¬hhaih ¬hhaih ¬h----haihhaihhaihhaih  sé    sé    sé    sé  gángángángán  jih   a ?  jih   a ?  jih   a ?  jih   a ?    

7) Are you singing now?__________________________________ 
sing    cheung gô (lit.: sing song) 

néih yìhnéih yìhnéih yìhnéih yìh----gâ gâ gâ gâ haih haih haih haih ¬¬¬¬hhhh----haihhaihhaihhaih cheung cheung cheung cheung----gángángángán----gôgôgôgô a? a? a? a?    

8) He is not doing homework, he is playing. _______________ 
play: wáan 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih ¬h¬h¬h¬h----haihhaihhaihhaih jouh jouh jouh jouh----gángángángán gûng gûng gûng gûng----fo,fo,fo,fo,    kéuih haih wáankéuih haih wáankéuih haih wáankéuih haih wáan----gángángángán    
When one wants to emphasis, “haih” can be added before the verb 
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C.4 The cThe cThe cThe continuous ontinuous ontinuous ontinuous aaaaspectspectspectspect    
It help to indicate the continuation either of an action or of a state as the 

result of an action. 

1. Positive statements 

1) Please help me to hold the bag _______________________________ 

¬h¬h¬h¬h----gôi  bông ngóh  gôi  bông ngóh  gôi  bông ngóh  gôi  bông ngóh  llllîng îng îng îng         jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh          go   go   go   go         dóidóidóidói    
 please      help   me      hold    CONT(ing)    MW    bag 

The action is continuous, but no progression. Actually you are asking 

people to “holding” the bag instead of just “hold” and then “drop” it.  

2) He’s looking at the window _______________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih  mohng   mohng   mohng   mohng     jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh                 go   go   go   go   chêung chêung chêung chêung    
  he       look      CONT (ing)    MW     window 

3) I am looking at the TV _______________________________ 

ngóh  mohng   ngóh  mohng   ngóh  mohng   ngóh  mohng   jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh    go      go      go      go      dihndihndihndihn----sihsihsihsih    
  I        look      CONT(ing)    MW      TV 

The action is continuous, but no progression. 

The action of watching has progression as the person watch some 

programs and get some information etc. 

The action of looking has no progression as the TV is turn off and the 

person just look at a stand still object. 

4) Watch out! 

tái    tái    tái    tái    jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh                     a! a! a! a!    
watch   CONT(ing)      PM 

The action of “watch” is continuous 

5) They tie the cow. 

kéuih deih  bóng  kéuih deih  bóng  kéuih deih  bóng  kéuih deih  bóng  jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh    jek   ngàuh    jek   ngàuh    jek   ngàuh    jek   ngàuh    
     they        tie     CONT(ing)    MW      cow 

The action of “tie” has been completed but the state of the result of “tie” 

continues 

6) She is looking at the sky _______________________________ 

kéuih mohngkéuih mohngkéuih mohngkéuih mohng----jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh go tîn go tîn go tîn go tîn    
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7) She is holding a handbag _______________________________ 

kéuih lîngkéuih lîngkéuih lîngkéuih lîng----jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh go sáu go sáu go sáu go sáu----dóidóidóidói    

8) She is keeping an eye on the children _________________________ 

kéuih táikéuih táikéuih táikéuih tái----jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh dî sai dî sai dî sai dî sai----mânmânmânmân----jáijáijáijái    

9) She ties the dog _______________________________ 

kéuih bóngkéuih bóngkéuih bóngkéuih bóng----jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh jek gáu jek gáu jek gáu jek gáu    

10) The student is carrying his schoolbag ___________________________ 
schoolbag   syû bâau 

go hohkgo hohkgo hohkgo hohk----sâang sâang sâang sâang llllîngîngîngîng----jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh go syû go syû go syû go syû----bâaubâaubâaubâau    

2. Negative statements: 

1) He is not looking at the window. _______________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih            ¬h¬h¬h¬h----haihhaihhaihhaih        mohng mohng mohng mohng     jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh              go    chêung  go    chêung  go    chêung  go    chêung    
he          not  be       look     CONT(ing)     MW      window 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih            móuhmóuhmóuhmóuh                mohng mohng mohng mohng     jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh                 go    chêung go    chêung go    chêung go    chêung    
he         not have        look     CONT(ing)     MW      window 

2) They don’t tie the cow. _______________________________ 

kéuih deih  kéuih deih  kéuih deih  kéuih deih  ¬h¬h¬h¬h----haihhaihhaihhaih  bóng   bóng   bóng   bóng     jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh             jek  jek  jek  jek      ngàuh ngàuh ngàuh ngàuh    
    they        not  be      tie     CONT(ing)     MW      cow 

kéuih deih kéuih deih kéuih deih kéuih deih         móuhmóuhmóuhmóuh   bóng    bóng    bóng    bóng     jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh    jek     jek     jek     jek      ngàuh ngàuh ngàuh ngàuh    
    they       not have       tie     CONT(ing)     MW      cow 

3) She isn’t looking at the sky _______________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih ¬h¬h¬h¬h----haihhaihhaihhaih mohng mohng mohng mohng----jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh go tîn go tîn go tîn go tîn    

4) She isn’t holding a handbag _______________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih ¬h¬h¬h¬h----haihhaihhaihhaih lîng lîng lîng lîng----jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh go sáu go sáu go sáu go sáu----dóidóidóidói    

5) She isn’t keeping an eye on the children __________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih ¬h¬h¬h¬h----haihhaihhaihhaih tái tái tái tái----jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh dî sai dî sai dî sai dî sai----mânmânmânmân----jáijáijáijái    

6) She doesn’t tie the dog _______________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih ¬h¬h¬h¬h----haihhaihhaihhaih bóng bóng bóng bóng----jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh jek gáu jek gáu jek gáu jek gáu    

7) The student isn’t carrying the schoolbag ________________________ 

go hohkgo hohkgo hohkgo hohk----sâang sâang sâang sâang ¬h¬h¬h¬h----haihhaihhaihhaih l l l lîngîngîngîng----jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh go syû go syû go syû go syû----bâaubâaubâaubâau    
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3. Questions: 

1) Is he looking at the window? _______________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih        haih haih haih haih ¬h haih¬h haih¬h haih¬h haih        mohngmohngmohngmohng----jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh            go   chêung  a?go   chêung  a?go   chêung  a?go   chêung  a?    
he        be    not  be        look  CONT(ing)   MW      window   PM? 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih        yáuh móuhyáuh móuhyáuh móuhyáuh móuh                mohngmohngmohngmohng----jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh            go   chêung  a?go   chêung  a?go   chêung  a?go   chêung  a?    
he        have not have          look  CONT(ing)   MW      window   PM? 

2) Do they tie the cow?. _______________________________ 

kéuih deih  kéuih deih  kéuih deih  kéuih deih  haih ¬h haihhaih ¬h haihhaih ¬h haihhaih ¬h haih  bóng  bóng  bóng  bóng----jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh         jek  jek  jek  jek         ngàuh ngàuh ngàuh ngàuh     a?a?a?a?    
    they          be   not  be      tie   CONT(ing)   MW      cow     PM? 

kéuih deih  kéuih deih  kéuih deih  kéuih deih  yáuh móuhyáuh móuhyáuh móuhyáuh móuh    bóng    bóng    bóng    bóng----jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh         jek  jek  jek  jek         ngàuh ngàuh ngàuh ngàuh     a?a?a?a?    
    they         have  not have      tie   CONT(ing)    MW      cow    PM? 

3) Is she looking at the sky? _______________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih haih haih haih haih ¬¬¬¬hhhh----haihhaihhaihhaih mohng mohng mohng mohng----jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh go tîn a? go tîn a? go tîn a? go tîn a?    

4) Is she holding a handbag? _______________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih haih haih haih haih ¬¬¬¬hhhh----haihhaihhaihhaih lîng lîng lîng lîng----jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh go sáu go sáu go sáu go sáu----dói a?dói a?dói a?dói a?    

5) Is she keeping an eye on the children? __________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih haih haih haih haih ¬¬¬¬hhhh----haihhaihhaihhaih tái tái tái tái----jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh dî sai dî sai dî sai dî sai----mânmânmânmân----jái a?jái a?jái a?jái a?    

6) Does she tie the dog? _______________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih haih haih haih haih ¬¬¬¬hhhh----haihhaihhaihhaih bóng bóng bóng bóng----jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh jek gáu a? jek gáu a? jek gáu a? jek gáu a?    

7) The student isn’t carrying his schoolbag ________________________ 

go hohkgo hohkgo hohkgo hohk----sâang sâang sâang sâang haih haih haih haih ¬¬¬¬hhhh----haihhaihhaihhaih l l l lîngîngîngîng----jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh go syû go syû go syû go syû----bâaubâaubâaubâau a? a? a? a?    

4. Mixed 

1) Have they tied the cat? ______________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih deih deih deih yáuh móuhyáuh móuhyáuh móuhyáuh móuh bóng bóng bóng bóng----jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh jek mâau a? jek mâau a? jek mâau a? jek mâau a?    

2) No, they haven’t tied the cat? _______________________________ 

móuh, kéuihmóuh, kéuihmóuh, kéuihmóuh, kéuih----deih deih deih deih móuhmóuhmóuhmóuh bóng bóng bóng bóng----jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh jek mâau jek mâau jek mâau jek mâau    

3) Does Peter look at Mary? __________________________________ 

Peter Peter Peter Peter haihhaihhaihhaih----¬h¬h¬h¬h----haihhaihhaihhaih mohng mohng mohng mohng----jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh Mary a? Mary a? Mary a? Mary a?    

4) No, Peter doesn’t look at Mary, he looks at Kitty._______________ 

¬h haih, Peter ¬h haih, Peter ¬h haih, Peter ¬h haih, Peter ¬h¬h¬h¬h----haihhaihhaihhaih mohng mohng mohng mohng----jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh Mary, kéuih haih mohng Mary, kéuih haih mohng Mary, kéuih haih mohng Mary, kéuih haih mohng----jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh Kitty Kitty Kitty Kitty    
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D. Miscellaneous exercises  

1) I swim everyday. _____________________________________ 
(I everyday also swim) 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh múihmúihmúihmúih----yaht dôu yaht dôu yaht dôu yaht dôu yàuhyàuhyàuhyàuh----séuiséuiséuiséui    

2) I swam yesterday _____________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh chàhmchàhmchàhmchàhm----yaht yaht yaht yaht yàuhyàuhyàuhyàuh----séuiséuiséuiséui    

3) I will swim _____________________________________ 

ngóh wúih yàuhngóh wúih yàuhngóh wúih yàuhngóh wúih yàuh----séuiséuiséuiséui    

4) I am swimming _____________________________________ 

ngóh yàuh gán séuingóh yàuh gán séuingóh yàuh gán séuingóh yàuh gán séui    

5) I have lived in Hong Kong for ten years _______________________ 

ngóh hái Hêungngóh hái Hêungngóh hái Hêungngóh hái Hêung----Góng jyuh jó sahp nìhnGóng jyuh jó sahp nìhnGóng jyuh jó sahp nìhnGóng jyuh jó sahp nìhn    

6) Did he take any medicine ? _____________________________ 

kéuih  yáuh móuh  sihk  yeuk  a?kéuih  yáuh móuh  sihk  yeuk  a?kéuih  yáuh móuh  sihk  yeuk  a?kéuih  yáuh móuh  sihk  yeuk  a?    

7) I am looking at the TV _____________________________ 

ngóh mohngngóh mohngngóh mohngngóh mohng  jyuh    go  dihn  jyuh    go  dihn  jyuh    go  dihn  jyuh    go  dihn----sihsihsihsih    

8) I am watching TV _____________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh táitáitáitái----gángángángán dihn sih dihn sih dihn sih dihn sih    
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Unit 2 Adjectives 

I. Introductions  

A. Definition: 
Adjectives are words that describe the shape, quality or state of a person 

or a thing. 

II. Attentions  

A. Do not need “is: haih”  

1) He is very tall ___________________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih hóuhóuhóuhóu gôu gôu gôu gôu    

2) This book very cheap _____________________________________ 

nînînînî----bún syû bún syû bún syû bún syû hóuhóuhóuhóu p p p pèhnghnghnghng    

B. A modifier is required  

B.1 A modifier is used before an adjectiveA modifier is used before an adjectiveA modifier is used before an adjectiveA modifier is used before an adjective    
A predicative adjective is usually preceded by a modifier. 
subject + modifier + adjective 

B.2 hóuhóuhóuhóu    ----    ““““veryveryveryvery”””” is always used is always used is always used is always used    

1) She is pretty __________________________________ 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  hóuhóuhóuhóu  leng  leng  leng  leng    

2) They are stupid  __________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih deih deih deih hóuhóuhóuhóu chéun chéun chéun chéun    

3) You are smart! __________________________________ 

néih  néih  néih  néih  hóuhóuhóuhóu  lêk  lêk  lêk  lêk    
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4) This table is expensive __________________________________ 

nînînînî    jêung  tói  jêung  tói  jêung  tói  jêung  tói  hóuhóuhóuhóu gwai gwai gwai gwai    

5) I am fat ________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh hóuhóuhóuhóu fèih fèih fèih fèih    

6) My father is tall ________________________________ 

ngóh dêngóh dêngóh dêngóh dê----dìh dìh dìh dìh hóuhóuhóuhóu gôu gôu gôu gôu    

B.3 Other modifiersOther modifiersOther modifiersOther modifiers        
If there is another modifier before the adjective, such as “quite”, “too”, 

“so”, and “not”, there is no need to add the modifier “very: hóu” before 

the adjectives. 

1) This clothing is too expensive ________________________________ 

nînînînî----gihngihngihngihn----sâam sâam sâam sâam taaitaaitaaitaai gwai gwai gwai gwai    

2) He is quite/rather tall ________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih géigéigéigéi gôu gôu gôu gôu    

3) He is so tall ________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih gamgamgamgam gôu gôu gôu gôu    

4) He is too tall ________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih taaitaaitaaitaai gôu gôu gôu gôu    

5) He is the tallest one ________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih jeuijeuijeuijeui gôu gôu gôu gôu    

6) This item of clothing is the most expensive __________________ 

nînînînî----gihngihngihngihn----sâam sâam sâam sâam jeuijeuijeuijeui gwai gwai gwai gwai    

7) This item of clothing is quite nice _________________________ 

nînînînî----gihngihngihngihn----sâam sâam sâam sâam géigéigéigéi hóu hóu hóu hóu    

8) This pencil case is too expensive _____________________________ 
bât háap (M: go) 

nînînînî----go bgo bgo bgo bâtâtâtât----háháháháaaaap p p p taaitaaitaaitaai gwai gwai gwai gwai    

9) Diamonds are really very expensive! _________________________ 

jyunjyunjyunjyun----sehk sehk sehk sehk jânjânjânjân----haih haih haih haih hóuhóuhóuhóu    gwaigwaigwaigwai    
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10) He is rather tall ________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih béibéibéibéi----gaaugaaugaaugaau gôu gôu gôu gôu    

11) He is extremely tall ________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih fêngfêngfêngfêng----sèuhngsèuhngsèuhngsèuhng----jîjîjîjî gôu gôu gôu gôu    

12) He is incredibly tall ________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih ¬h jî géi¬h jî géi¬h jî géi¬h jî géi gôu gôu gôu gôu    

C. Using “ge”  

1. Using “ge” 

1) very big apple(s) ________________________________ 

hóu   daaih    hóu   daaih    hóu   daaih    hóu   daaih    gegegege    pìhng gwó    pìhng gwó    pìhng gwó    pìhng gwó    
very       big        PS        apple 

The “whole set” of the modifier is “hóu daaih” here is not monosyllabic, the structural particle is 

used. 

2) very delicious food ________________________________ 

hóu  hóu sihk  hóu  hóu sihk  hóu  hóu sihk  hóu  hóu sihk  gegegege   yéh   yéh   yéh   yéh    
very    good  eat    PS     things 

3) very expensive pen(s) ________________________________ 

hóu   gwai    hóu   gwai    hóu   gwai    hóu   gwai    gegegege   b   b   b   bâtâtâtât    
 very    expensive    PS     pen 

4) cute baby ________________________________ 

hóu dâkhóu dâkhóu dâkhóu dâk----yi yi yi yi gegegege bìh bìh bìh bìh----bîbîbîbî    

5) different people ________________________________ 

¬¬¬¬hhhh----tùhng tùhng tùhng tùhng gegegege yàhn yàhn yàhn yàhn    

6) very hot coffee ________________________________ 

hóu yiht hóu yiht hóu yiht hóu yiht gegegege ga ga ga ga----fêfêfêfê    

7) very long holiday ________________________________ 

hóu chèuhng hóu chèuhng hóu chèuhng hóu chèuhng gegegege ga ga ga ga----kèihkèihkèihkèih    

8) very white socks ________________________________ 

hóu baahk hóu baahk hóu baahk hóu baahk gegegege maht maht maht maht    
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9) a very big orange ________________________________ 

yât go hóu daaih yât go hóu daaih yât go hóu daaih yât go hóu daaih gegegege cháang cháang cháang cháang    

10) the most beautiful house ________________________________ 

jeui leng jeui leng jeui leng jeui leng gegegege ûk ûk ûk ûk    

11) He is a hardworking student _______________________________ 

kéuih haih yâtkéuih haih yâtkéuih haih yâtkéuih haih yât----go kàhngo kàhngo kàhngo kàhn----lihk lihk lihk lihk gegegege hohk hohk hohk hohk----sâangsâangsâangsâang    

2. Don’t use “ge” 

(1) The modifier is a single syllable 

When the modifier is a single syllable, “ge” is skipped 

1) big apple ________________________________ 

daaih      pìhng gwódaaih      pìhng gwódaaih      pìhng gwódaaih      pìhng gwó    
 big              apple 

However, if the “whole set” of the modifier, eg. here is “daaih” is monosyllabic, the structural 

particle is skipped. 

2) white socks ________________________________ 

baak mahtbaak mahtbaak mahtbaak maht    

3) old clothes ________________________________ 

gauh sâamgauh sâamgauh sâamgauh sâam    

4) beautiful house ________________________________ 

leng ûkleng ûkleng ûkleng ûk    

5) a big orange ________________________________ 
MW for orange  go 

orange   cháang 

yât go daaih cháangyât go daaih cháangyât go daaih cháangyât go daaih cháang    

(2) Possessive case 

In possessive case, the modifier is a noun instead of an adjective. Even 

if the noun is a single syllable, “gegegege” isn’t skipped. 

1) my pen(s) ________________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  gegegege  bât    bât    bât    bât      
  my    PS    pen 
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2) his book(s) ________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih gegegege syû syû syû syû    

III. Negations and Questions  

A. Negation  

A.1 Without modifieWithout modifieWithout modifieWithout modifierrrr    
¬¬¬¬h + adj 

For negatives, use “¬h” before the adjectives. However if there is a 

modifier before it, “¬h haih” is used instead. 

When there is an adverb “not: ¬h¬h¬h¬h”, there is no need to add “very: hóuhóuhóuhóu” 

before the adjective 

1) not pretty __________________________________________ 

¬h¬h¬h¬h leng leng leng leng    

2) She is not pretty ________________________________________ 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  ¬h¬h¬h¬h  leng  leng  leng  leng    
  she     not   beautiful 

3) They are not tall ________________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih deih deih deih ¬h¬h¬h¬h gôu gôu gôu gôu    

4) I am not happy _________________________________________  

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh ¬h¬h¬h¬h hôi hôi hôi hôi----sâmsâmsâmsâm    

5) You are not fat __________________________________________ 

néih néih néih néih ¬h¬h¬h¬h fèih fèih fèih fèih    

A.2 With modifierWith modifierWith modifierWith modifier    
¬¬¬¬h-haih + modifier+adj 

When “very” or another modifier is used in a negative form, “haihhaihhaihhaih” has 

to be used as well. 

1) not very pretty (there is a modifier “very” here) _________________ 

¬h¬h¬h¬h----haihhaihhaihhaih hóu leng hóu leng hóu leng hóu leng    
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2) She is not very pretty _____________________________________ 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  ¬h¬h¬h¬h----haihhaihhaihhaih        hóu   lenghóu   lenghóu   lenghóu   leng    
  she     not     be     very   beautiful 

3) They are not really greedy __________________________________ 
greedy: tâam sâm  

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih deih deih deih ¬h¬h¬h¬h----haihhaihhaihhaih jân jân jân jân----haih tâamhaih tâamhaih tâamhaih tâam----sâm sâm sâm sâm     

4) He is very stern , I’m not so stern ________________________ 

kéuih hóu ok, ngóh kéuih hóu ok, ngóh kéuih hóu ok, ngóh kéuih hóu ok, ngóh ¬h¬h¬h¬h----haihhaihhaihhaih gam ok gam ok gam ok gam ok    

5) This watch is not too expensive __________________________ 

nînînînî----jek sáujek sáujek sáujek sáu----bîu bîu bîu bîu ¬h¬h¬h¬h----haihhaihhaihhaih taai gwai taai gwai taai gwai taai gwai    

6) She is not very thin ____________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih ¬h haih¬h haih¬h haih¬h haih hóu sau hóu sau hóu sau hóu sau    

B. Questions – Yes / No  

B.1 Without Without Without Without ModifierModifierModifierModifier    
adj + ¬¬¬¬h + adj + a? 

or “haih ¬h haih + modifier + adj”. 

1) Is she tall? ____________________________________ 

kéuih gôu kéuih gôu kéuih gôu kéuih gôu ¬h¬h¬h¬h gôu a? gôu a? gôu a? gôu a?    

2) Are you hot? ____________________________________ 

néih yiht néih yiht néih yiht néih yiht ¬h¬h¬h¬h yiht a? yiht a? yiht a? yiht a?    

B.2 With With With With ModifierModifierModifierModifier    
haih ¬¬¬¬h haih + modifier + adj + a? 

1) Are you very cold? ____________________________________ 
cold    dung 

néih néih néih néih haih ¬h haihhaih ¬h haihhaih ¬h haihhaih ¬h haih hóu dung a? hóu dung a? hóu dung a? hóu dung a?    

2) Is she very tall? ____________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih haih ¬h haihhaih ¬h haihhaih ¬h haihhaih ¬h haih h h h hóu gôu a?óu gôu a?óu gôu a?óu gôu a?    
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C. Open questions – How…?  

1) How fat is he? ____________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih géigéigéigéi fèih a? fèih a? fèih a? fèih a?    

2) How heavy is it? ____________________________________ 

géigéigéigéi    chúhngchúhngchúhngchúhng a? a? a? a?    

3) How large is the apartment? ________________________________ 

gâan ûk gâan ûk gâan ûk gâan ûk géigéigéigéi daaih a? daaih a? daaih a? daaih a?    

4) How large is your home? __________________________________ 

néih ûknéih ûknéih ûknéih ûk----kéi kéi kéi kéi géigéigéigéi daaih a? daaih a? daaih a? daaih a?    

IV. Comparison of Adjectives  

A. Comparative  

1. taller (adj + dî) 

1) taller ________________________________ 

gôu gôu gôu gôu dîdîdîdî    

2) He is taller ________________________________ 

kéuih gôukéuih gôukéuih gôukéuih gôu----dîdîdîdî    

3) This table is better ________________________________ 

nînînînî----jêung tói hóujêung tói hóujêung tói hóujêung tói hóu----dîdîdîdî    

4) Today is hotter ________________________________ 

gâmgâmgâmgâm----yaht yihtyaht yihtyaht yihtyaht yiht----dîdîdîdî    

5) This one (referring to a pen) is better ________________________ 

nînînînî----jî hóujî hóujî hóujî hóu----dîdîdîdî    

2. taller than (adj + gwo)  

1) taller than ________________________________ 

gôu gôu gôu gôu gwogwogwogwo    
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2) He is taller than me ________________________________ 

kéuih gôukéuih gôukéuih gôukéuih gôu----gwogwogwogwo ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh    

3) He is fatter than you ________________________________ 

kéuih fèihkéuih fèihkéuih fèihkéuih fèih----gwogwogwogwo néih néih néih néih    

4) This one is better than that one (referring to pens) ______________ 

nînînînî----jî hóujî hóujî hóujî hóu----ggggwowowowo gó gó gó gó----jîjîjîjî    

5) Today is hotter than yesterday ______________________________ 

gâmgâmgâmgâm----yaht yihtyaht yihtyaht yihtyaht yiht----gwogwogwogwo kàhm kàhm kàhm kàhm----yahtyahtyahtyaht    

6) Today is far more hotter than yesterday _______________________ 

gâmgâmgâmgâm----yaht yihtyaht yihtyaht yihtyaht yiht----gwogwogwogwo kàhm kàhm kàhm kàhm----yaht hóuyaht hóuyaht hóuyaht hóu----dôdôdôdô    

7) Today is slightly hotter than yesterday _______________________ 

gâmgâmgâmgâm----yaht yihtyaht yihtyaht yihtyaht yiht----gwogwogwogwo kàhm kàhm kàhm kàhm----yaht síuyaht síuyaht síuyaht síu----síusíusíusíu    

8) Today is a bit hotter than yesterday _______________________ 

gâmgâmgâmgâm----yaht yihtyaht yihtyaht yihtyaht yiht----gwogwogwogwo kàhm kàhm kàhm kàhm----yaht dîyaht dîyaht dîyaht dî----dîdîdîdî    

9) He is taller than his younger brother. _______________________ 

kéuih gôu kéuih gôu kéuih gôu kéuih gôu gwogwogwogwo kéuih sai kéuih sai kéuih sai kéuih sai----lóu hóulóu hóulóu hóulóu hóu----dôdôdôdô    

10) He is far taller than his younger brother. _______________________ 

kéuih gôu kéuih gôu kéuih gôu kéuih gôu gwogwogwogwo kéuih sai kéuih sai kéuih sai kéuih sai----lóu hóulóu hóulóu hóulóu hóu----dôdôdôdô    

11) He is a slightly taller than his younger brother. _________________ 

kéuih gôu kéuih gôu kéuih gôu kéuih gôu gwogwogwogwo kéuih sai kéuih sai kéuih sai kéuih sai----lóu síulóu síulóu síulóu síu----síusíusíusíu    

12) He is a bit taller than his younger brother. ______________________ 

kéukéukéukéuih gôu ih gôu ih gôu ih gôu gwogwogwogwo kéuih sai kéuih sai kéuih sai kéuih sai----lóu dîlóu dîlóu dîlóu dî----dîdîdîdî    

B. Superlatives  

1) tallest _________________________________ 

jeuijeuijeuijeui gôu gôu gôu gôu    
most   tall 

2) He is the tallest _________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih jeuijeuijeuijeui gôu gôu gôu gôu    
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3) happiest _________________________________ 

jeuijeuijeuijeui    hôihôihôihôi----sâm sâm sâm sâm     

4) They are the richest _________________________________ 

kéuih deih  kéuih deih  kéuih deih  kéuih deih  jeuijeuijeuijeui   yáuh   yáuh   yáuh   yáuh----chínchínchínchín    

5) This one is the best _________________________________ 

nî go nî go nî go nî go jeuijeuijeuijeui hóu hóu hóu hóu    

6) This one is the worst _________________________________ 

nî go nî go nî go nî go jeuijeuijeuijeui châ châ châ châ    

7) This one is the cheapest _________________________________ 

nî go nî go nî go nî go jeuijeuijeuijeui pèhng pèhng pèhng pèhng    

8) That one is the most expensive _____________________________ 

gó go gó go gó go gó go jeuijeuijeuijeui gwai gwai gwai gwai    

9) My wife is the best _________________________________ 

ngóh taaingóh taaingóh taaingóh taai----táai táai táai táai jeuijeuijeuijeui----hóuhóuhóuhóu    

10) You are the laziest student _________________________________ 
lazy    láahn-(doh) 

néih haih néih haih néih haih néih haih jeuijeuijeuijeui----láahn ge hohkláahn ge hohkláahn ge hohkláahn ge hohk----sâangsâangsâangsâang    

11) I’m the smartest ________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh jeuijeuijeuijeui lêk lêk lêk lêk    

12) This one is the cheapest (referring to a pen) ___________________ 

nînînînî----jî jî jî jî jeuijeuijeuijeui pèhng pèhng pèhng pèhng    
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Unit 3 Adverb 

I. Introduction 

A. Definition  
They modify verbs or adjectives by expressing time, scope, quality, 

state or degree. 

B. Kinds of Adverbs  

B.1 Adverbs of dAdverbs of dAdverbs of dAdverbs of degreeegreeegreeegree    
They are put after the subject but before the words they modified 

1. Vocab 

1) very _____________________ 

hóuhóuhóuhóu    

2) quite _____________________ 

géigéigéigéi    

3) too _____________________ 

taaitaaitaaitaai    

4) most _____________________ 

jeuijeuijeuijeui    

2. Phrases / Sentences 

1) Those children very cute _____________________ 

gógógógó----dî saidî saidî saidî sai----mânmânmânmân----jái jái jái jái hóuhóuhóuhóu  leng  leng  leng  leng    

2) quite beautiful _____________________ 

géigéigéigéi  leng  leng  leng  leng    
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3) most beautiful _____________________ 

jeuijeuijeuijeui  leng  leng  leng  leng    

4) You are very silly _____________________ 

nnnnéih éih éih éih hóuhóuhóuhóu sòh sòh sòh sòh    

B.2 Adverbs of tAdverbs of tAdverbs of tAdverbs of timeimeimeime    
Usually they are put after the subject but before the words they 

modified. However sometimes, they can also be put before the subject. 

1. Vocab 

1) now ____________________________________ 

yìh gâyìh gâyìh gâyìh gâ    

2) always ____________________________________ 

sìhng  yahtsìhng  yahtsìhng  yahtsìhng  yaht    
whole    day 

3) sometimes ____________________________________ 

yáuh   sìhyáuh   sìhyáuh   sìhyáuh   sìh    
 have     time 

4) still ____________________________________ 

juhngjuhngjuhngjuhng    

5) then (soon) ____________________________________ 

jauhjauhjauhjauh    

6) already ____________________________________ 

yíhyíhyíhyíh----ggggîngîngîngîng    

2. Phrases / Sentences 

1) I am studying now. ____________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh yìhyìhyìhyìh----gâgâgâgâ duhk duhk duhk duhk----gán syûgán syûgán syûgán syû    

2) They always laugh ___________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih deih deih deih sìhngsìhngsìhngsìhng----yahtyahtyahtyaht siu siu siu siu    

Sentence Patterns – Parts of Speech (2)                                              Page 44 

3) He always plays football 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih sìhngsìhngsìhngsìhng----yahtyahtyahtyaht tek  tek  tek  tek bô/bô/bô/bô/jûkjûkjûkjûk----kàuhkàuhkàuhkàuh    

4) Sometimes I’m not free ____________________________________ 

yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh----sìhsìhsìhsìh    ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh ¬h¬h¬h¬h----dâkdâkdâkdâk----hàahnhàahnhàahnhàahn    

5) Go straight, then you will see it (asking for direction) _____________ 

jihkjihkjihkjihk----heui,heui,heui,heui, (néih) (néih) (néih) (néih)    jauhjauhjauhjauh wúih gin wúih gin wúih gin wúih gin----dóudóudóudóu    

6) You always shopping around ___________________________ 
shopping around  hàahng-gâai máaih-yéh (lit.: walk streets buy things) 

néih néih néih néih sìhngsìhngsìhngsìhng----yahtyahtyahtyaht hàahng hàahng hàahng hàahng----gâai máaihgâai máaihgâai máaihgâai máaih----yéhyéhyéhyéh    

7) I’m sorry, I’m not free now___________________________ 

¬h¬h¬h¬h----hóu yihóu yihóu yihóu yi----si, ngóh si, ngóh si, ngóh si, ngóh yìhyìhyìhyìh----gâgâgâgâ ¬h ¬h ¬h ¬h----dâkdâkdâkdâk----hàahnhàahnhàahnhàahn    

8) What are you doing now? ____________________________________ 

néih néih néih néih yìhyìhyìhyìh----gâgâgâgâ jouh jouh jouh jouh----gángángángán mât mât mât mât----yéh a?yéh a?yéh a?yéh a?    

B.3 Adverbs expressing tone of speechAdverbs expressing tone of speechAdverbs expressing tone of speechAdverbs expressing tone of speech    

1. Vocab 

1) however _____________________ 

yauhyauhyauhyauh    

2) rather _____________________ 

nìhngnìhngnìhngnìhng----yúnyúnyúnyún    

3) surprisingly, unexpectedly _____________________ 

gínggínggínggíng----yìhn / gêuiyìhn / gêuiyìhn / gêuiyìhn / gêui----yìhnyìhnyìhnyìhn    

2. Phrases / Sentences 

1) You don’t know however you said you know! ___________________ 

néih néih néih néih ¬¬¬¬hhhh----jî jî jî jî yauhyauhyauhyauh wah jî! wah jî! wah jî! wah jî!    

2) I rather take medicine but not do an injection ____________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh nìhngnìhngnìhngnìhng----yúnyúnyúnyún sihk sihk sihk sihk----yeuhk dôu yeuhk dôu yeuhk dôu yeuhk dôu ¬¬¬¬h dáh dáh dáh dá----jâmjâmjâmjâm    

3) He surprisingly beat his mum _____________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih gínggínggínggíng----yìhnyìhnyìhnyìhn dá kéuih mâ dá kéuih mâ dá kéuih mâ dá kéuih mâ----mìhmìhmìhmìh    
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B.4 Adverbs of sAdverbs of sAdverbs of sAdverbs of statetatetatetate/m/m/m/manner anner anner anner 情貌情貌情貌情貌    

1. Vocab 

1) fortunately, luckily _____________________ 

hóu chóihóu chóihóu chóihóu chói    

2) even _____________________ 

juhngjuhngjuhngjuhng    

3) still _____________________ 

juhngjuhngjuhngjuhng----haihhaihhaihhaih    

4) both …and …_____________________ 

yauh … yauh …yauh … yauh …yauh … yauh …yauh … yauh …    

(can repeat more than two times) 

2. Phrases / Sentences 

1) Fortunately, I haven’t been late. _____________________ 

hóu chóihóu chóihóu chóihóu chói, ngóh móuh chìh dou, ngóh móuh chìh dou, ngóh móuh chìh dou, ngóh móuh chìh dou    

2) Fortunately, I didn’t lost my wallet _____________________ 

hóuhóuhóuhóu----chóichóichóichói, ngóh móuh ¬h, ngóh móuh ¬h, ngóh móuh ¬h, ngóh móuh ¬h----gingingingin----(jó)(jó)(jó)(jó) go ngàahn bâau go ngàahn bâau go ngàahn bâau go ngàahn bâau    

3) Peter is even naughtier than David _____________________ 

Peter Peter Peter Peter juhngjuhngjuhngjuhng yáih yáih yáih yáih---- gwo Dav gwo Dav gwo Dav gwo Davidididid    

4) He is lazy, you are even more lazy _____________________ 

kéuih láahn, néih kéuih láahn, néih kéuih láahn, néih kéuih láahn, néih juhngjuhngjuhngjuhng láahn láahn láahn láahn    

5) It’s still very cold now. ______________________________ 

yìhyìhyìhyìh----gâ gâ gâ gâ juhngjuhngjuhngjuhng----haihhaihhaihhaih hóu hóu hóu hóu    dungdungdungdung    

6) It’s still very hot yesterday ______________________________ 

chàhmchàhmchàhmchàhm----yaht yaht yaht yaht juhngjuhngjuhngjuhng----haihhaihhaihhaih hóu yiht hóu yiht hóu yiht hóu yiht    

7) He is foolish and lazy ______________________________ 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  yauhyauhyauhyauh  chéun    chéun    chéun    chéun  yauhyauhyauhyauh  láahn  láahn  láahn  láahn    
  he      both      foolish     and    lazy 
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8) She is both pretty and smart, of course she won’t love you_________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih yauhyauhyauhyauh leng  leng  leng  leng yauhyauhyauhyauh lêk, gáng lêk, gáng lêk, gáng lêk, gáng----haih ¬hhaih ¬hhaih ¬hhaih ¬h----wúih jûngwúih jûngwúih jûngwúih jûng----yi néih lâyi néih lâyi néih lâyi néih lâ    

B.5 Adverbs of sAdverbs of sAdverbs of sAdverbs of scopecopecopecope    
It means “all”, “in all case”, “with no exception”. What is modified by 

“dôu” must be in the plural and placed before “dôu”. 

1. Vocab 

1) also, all ______________________________ 

dôudôudôudôu    

2) in total ______________________________  

yâtyâtyâtyât----guhngguhngguhngguhng    

3) together ______________________________ 

yâtyâtyâtyât----chàihchàihchàihchàih    

4) only ______________________________ 

jihngjihngjihngjihng----haihhaihhaihhaih    
only    be 

2. Phrases / Sentences 

1) He is a student, I am also a student __________________________ 

kéuih haih hohkkéuih haih hohkkéuih haih hohkkéuih haih hohk----sâang, ngóh sâang, ngóh sâang, ngóh sâang, ngóh dôudôudôudôu haih hohk haih hohk haih hohk haih hohk----sâangsâangsâangsâang    

2) We all are students ______________________________________ 

ngóhngóhngóhngóh----deih deih deih deih dôudôudôudôu haih hohk haih hohk haih hohk haih hohk----sâangsâangsâangsâang    

3) He likes coke, I also like coke ______________________________ 

kéuih jûngkéuih jûngkéuih jûngkéuih jûng----yi yám hóyi yám hóyi yám hóyi yám hó----lohk, ngóh lohk, ngóh lohk, ngóh lohk, ngóh dôudôudôudôu jûng jûng jûng jûng----yi yám hóyi yám hóyi yám hóyi yám hó----lohklohklohklohk    

4) We all like coke ______________________________________ 

ngóhngóhngóhngóh----deideideideih h h h dôudôudôudôu jûng jûng jûng jûng----yi yám hóyi yám hóyi yám hóyi yám hó----lohklohklohklohk    

5) $38.5 in total ______________________________________________  

yâtyâtyâtyât----guhngguhngguhngguhng sâam sâam sâam sâam----sahpsahpsahpsahp----baat go bunbaat go bunbaat go bunbaat go bun    

6) We went to watch a movie together __________________________ 

ngóhngóhngóhngóh----deih deih deih deih yâtyâtyâtyât----chàihchàihchàihchàih heui tái heui tái heui tái heui tái----heiheiheihei    
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7) He only plays but not doing homework __________________________ 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  jihngjihngjihngjihng----haihhaihhaihhaih  wáan,  ¬h jouh  gûng  wáan,  ¬h jouh  gûng  wáan,  ¬h jouh  gûng  wáan,  ¬h jouh  gûng----fofofofo    
   he        only         play ,      not  do     homework 

8) He has only eaten a little bit food ______________________________ 
a bit    síu síu 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih jihngjihngjihngjihng----haihhaihhaihhaih sihk sihk sihk sihk----jó síu síujó síu síujó síu síujó síu síu yéh yéh yéh yéh    

B.6 Adverbs exAdverbs exAdverbs exAdverbs expressing repetition/continuouspressing repetition/continuouspressing repetition/continuouspressing repetition/continuous    

1. Vocab 

1) again (in the past) ___________________________________ 

yauhyauhyauhyauh    

2) again (in the future) ___________________________________ 

joijoijoijoi    

2. Phrases / Sentences 

1) He came again yesterday (in the past) _____________________ 

kéuih chàhmkéuih chàhmkéuih chàhmkéuih chàhm----yahtyahtyahtyaht    yauhyauhyauhyauh làih làih làih làih    

2) He will come again tomorrow (in the future) ___________________ 

kéuih tîngkéuih tîngkéuih tîngkéuih tîng----yaht wúih yaht wúih yaht wúih yaht wúih joijoijoijoi làih làih làih làih    

B.7 Adverbs expressing estimationAdverbs expressing estimationAdverbs expressing estimationAdverbs expressing estimation    

1. Vocab 

1) about ___________________________________ 

daaihdaaihdaaihdaaih----yeuk/daaihyeuk/daaihyeuk/daaihyeuk/daaih----koikoikoikoi    

2) seems ___________________________________ 

hóuhóuhóuhóu----chíh /chíh /chíh /chíh / chíh chíh chíh chíh----fùhfùhfùhfùh    

2. Phrases / Sentences 

1) I roughly know how to do it __________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh daaihdaaihdaaihdaaih----yeukyeukyeukyeuk jî jî jî jî----(dou) dím(dou) dím(dou) dím(dou) dím----(yéung) jouh(yéung) jouh(yéung) jouh(yéung) jouh    
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2) He seems forget who am I ________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih hóuhóuhóuhóu----chíhchíhchíhchíh    ¬¬¬¬hhhh----geigeigeigei----dâk ngóh haih bîndâk ngóh haih bîndâk ngóh haih bîndâk ngóh haih bîn----gogogogo    

B.8 Adverbs expressing cAdverbs expressing cAdverbs expressing cAdverbs expressing certaintyertaintyertaintyertainty    

1. Vocab 

1) of course ___________________________________ 

gánggánggánggáng----haihhaihhaihhaih    

2. Phrases / Sentences 

1) Of course I know him ___________________________________ 

ngóh gángngóh gángngóh gángngóh gáng----haih sîk kéuih lâ!haih sîk kéuih lâ!haih sîk kéuih lâ!haih sîk kéuih lâ!    

B.9 Adverbs expressing negationAdverbs expressing negationAdverbs expressing negationAdverbs expressing negation    

1. Vocab 

1) no ___________________________________ 

¬¬¬¬hhhh    

2) don’t have ___________________________________ 

móuhmóuhmóuhmóuh    

3) not yet ___________________________________ 

meihmeihmeihmeih    

4) no need ___________________________________ 

¬¬¬¬h sáih sáih sáih sái    
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Unit 4 Preposition 

I. Introductions  

A. Definition  
Prepositions are words that are placed before nouns, pronouns or phrase 

to form a prepositional phrase and are used together to express the 

direction, object, time, place, etc. of an action. 

Many prepositional phrase works as adverbials and is placed before the 

action 

Prepositional phrase = Preposition + noun 

II. Some prepositions  

A. Indicating time, place and direction 

A.1 háiháiháihái    –––– on/in/at on/in/at on/in/at on/in/at    
hái = at, in, on 

hái combines with a noun or pronoun denoting time, place or direction 

to form a prepositional phrase which is used as an adverbial modifier to 

express the time or place of an action. 

1. Positive 

1) She works in Central __________________________________ 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  háiháiháihái  Jûng  Jûng  Jûng  Jûng----Wàahn  fâanWàahn  fâanWàahn  fâanWàahn  fâan----gûnggûnggûnggûng    
  she     in         Central         back   work 

2) I work in Sheung Wan __________________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  háiháiháihái  Seuhng  Seuhng  Seuhng  Seuhng----Wàahn  fâanWàahn  fâanWàahn  fâanWàahn  fâan----gûnggûnggûnggûng    

3) I work in a school __________________________________ 

ngóh  haih  ngóh  haih  ngóh  haih  ngóh  haih  háiháiháihái  hohk  hohk  hohk  hohk----haauh  jouhhaauh  jouhhaauh  jouhhaauh  jouh----yéh  geyéh  geyéh  geyéh  ge    
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  I        be     at       school          do    thing   PM 

4) The children are playing outside _____________________________ 

dî saidî saidî saidî sai----mânmânmânmân----jái jái jái jái háiháiháihái    chêutchêutchêutchêut----bihnbihnbihnbihn wáan wáan wáan wáan----gángángángán    

5) I live in TST __________________________________ 

ngóh jyuh ngóh jyuh ngóh jyuh ngóh jyuh háiháiháihái Jîm Jîm Jîm Jîm----SâSâSâSâ----JéuiJéuiJéuiJéui    

6) He works in Wanchai __________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih háiháiháihái Wâan Wâan Wâan Wâan----Jái fâanJái fâanJái fâanJái fâan----gûnggûnggûnggûng    

7) I do my homework at school __________________________________ 
school: hohk haauh 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh háiháiháihái hohk hohk hohk hohk----haauh jouh gûnghaauh jouh gûnghaauh jouh gûnghaauh jouh gûng----fofofofo    

2. Negations 

1) She does not work in Central. ______________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih ¬h¬h¬h¬h----haihhaihhaihhaih hái Jûng hái Jûng hái Jûng hái Jûng----Wàahn fâanWàahn fâanWàahn fâanWàahn fâan----gûnggûnggûnggûng    

3. Questions 

1) Does she work in Central ? ______________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih haihhaihhaihhaih----¬h¬h¬h¬h----haihhaihhaihhaih hái Jûng hái Jûng hái Jûng hái Jûng----Wàahn fâanWàahn fâanWàahn fâanWàahn fâan----gûnggûnggûnggûng a? a? a? a?    

B. Indicating object  

B.1 tùhngtùhngtùhngtùhng    ––––    withwithwithwith    
“tùhng” combine with a noun or pronoun to modify verbs as adverbial 

modifiers. It is used to indicate the object of an action 

1. Positive 

1) I told her _________________________________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  tùhngtùhngtùhngtùhng  kéuih   góng  kéuih   góng  kéuih   góng  kéuih   góng    
  I        with      she        tell 

2) I went with my friends ____________________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  tùhngtùhngtùhngtùhng  pàhng yáuh  heui   pàhng yáuh  heui   pàhng yáuh  heui   pàhng yáuh  heui     
  I        with         friend         go 
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3) He told me ____________________________________ 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  tùhngtùhngtùhngtùhng  ngóh  góng  ngóh  góng  ngóh  góng  ngóh  góng    
  he       with      me      speak 

4) My friend told me she is unhappy ______________________________ 

ngóh pàhngngóh pàhngngóh pàhngngóh pàhng----yáuh yáuh yáuh yáuh tùhngtùhngtùhngtùhng ngóh góng kéuih hóu ¬h hôi ngóh góng kéuih hóu ¬h hôi ngóh góng kéuih hóu ¬h hôi ngóh góng kéuih hóu ¬h hôi----sâmsâmsâmsâm    
  my     friend         with    me    speak   she   very  not   happy 

5) She told me that she lose lots of money in horse racing ____________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih ttttùhngùhngùhngùhng ngóh góng kéuih dóu ngóh góng kéuih dóu ngóh góng kéuih dóu ngóh góng kéuih dóu----máh syûmáh syûmáh syûmáh syû----jó hóujó hóujó hóujó hóu----dô chíndô chíndô chíndô chín    
  she    with     me   speak   she   gamble horse  lose ed   much   money 

6) I told them ____________________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  tùhngtùhngtùhngtùhng  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih----deih  góngdeih  góngdeih  góngdeih  góng    
  I       with         them         speak 

7) He told his mother he wanted to buy that toy bear _________________ 
(he with mother speak he want buy that toy bear) 

toy    wuhn geuih  

bear    hùhng (M: jek) 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih tùhngtùhngtùhngtùhng mâ mâ mâ mâ----mìh góng kéuih séung máaih gómìh góng kéuih séung máaih gómìh góng kéuih séung máaih gómìh góng kéuih séung máaih gó----jek wuhnjek wuhnjek wuhnjek wuhn----geuih hùhnggeuih hùhnggeuih hùhnggeuih hùhng    

8) Mum always plays with us together ___________________________ 
(Mum always with us together play) 

mâmâmâmâ----mìh sìhngmìh sìhngmìh sìhngmìh sìhng----yaht yaht yaht yaht tùhngtùhngtùhngtùhng ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh----deih yâtdeih yâtdeih yâtdeih yât----chàih wáanchàih wáanchàih wáanchàih wáan    

2. Negations 

1) I didn’t told her ______________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh móuh móuh móuh móuh tùhngtùhngtùhngtùhng kéuih góng kéuih góng kéuih góng kéuih góng    

2) I won’t told her ______________________________________ 

ngóhngóhngóhngóh    ¬¬¬¬hhhh----wúihwúihwúihwúih tùhng tùhng tùhng tùhng kéuih góng kéuih góng kéuih góng kéuih góng    

C. Indicating the passive  

C.1 béibéibéibéi被被被被    ---- by  by  by  by     

1) I am beat by my mum ________________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  béibéibéibéi   mâ   mâ   mâ   mâ----mìh   dámìh   dámìh   dámìh   dá    
  I       by      mother       beat 
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2) My money was being stolen  ________________________________ 

ngóh  dî  chín   ngóh  dî  chín   ngóh  dî  chín   ngóh  dî  chín   béibéibéibéi  yàhn  tâu  yàhn  tâu  yàhn  tâu  yàhn  tâu----jójójójó    
  my    MW   money    by     people    steal ed 

3) He was being played practical jokes __________________________ 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  béibéibéibéi  yàhn  jíng gú  yàhn  jíng gú  yàhn  jíng gú  yàhn  jíng gú    
 he       by    people   play practical joke 

4) The dog is stolen by him ________________________________ 

jek    gáu  jek    gáu  jek    gáu  jek    gáu  béibéibéibéi  kéuih  tâu  kéuih  tâu  kéuih  tâu  kéuih  tâu----jójójójó    
MW (the)   dog    by      him      steal ed 
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Unit 5 Conjunctions 

I. Introductions 

A. Definition 
Conjunctions are used to connect words, phrases or clauses. 

B. Kinds of Conjunctions  

1) and ____________________________________________ 

tùhng/tùhngtùhng/tùhngtùhng/tùhngtùhng/tùhng----màaihmàaihmàaihmàaih    

2) because ____________________________________________ 

yânyânyânyân----waihwaihwaihwaih    

3) therefore ____________________________________________ 

sósósósó----yíhyíhyíhyíh    

4) if ____________________________________________ 

yùhyùhyùhyùh----gwogwogwogwo    

5) If this is $60, I will then buy __________________________ 

yùhyùhyùhyùh----gwógwógwógwó luhk luhk luhk luhk----sahp mân, ngóh jauh sahp mân, ngóh jauh sahp mân, ngóh jauh sahp mân, ngóh jauh (wúih) (wúih) (wúih) (wúih) máaihmáaihmáaihmáaih    

6) otherwise ____________________________________________ 

yùhyùhyùhyùh----gwó  ¬h haih (more casual)gwó  ¬h haih (more casual)gwó  ¬h haih (more casual)gwó  ¬h haih (more casual)    
   if            not 

7) since ____________________________________________ 

geigeigeigei----yìhnyìhnyìhnyìhn    

8) although, though _____________________________________ 

sêuisêuisêuisêui----yìhnyìhnyìhnyìhn    

9) however, but ____________________________________________ 

daahndaahndaahndaahn----haih / bâthaih / bâthaih / bâthaih / bât----gwogwogwogwo    
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10) or ____________________________________________ 

waahkwaahkwaahkwaahk----jé/dihngjé/dihngjé/dihngjé/dihng    

11) for example ____________________________________________ 

peipeipeipei----yùh / làihyùh / làihyùh / làihyùh / làih----yùhyùhyùhyùh    

12) then ____________________________________________ 

gângângângân----jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh    

13) How about having meal, then go to watch a movie? ____________ 
(eat finish rice, then watch movie, good not good?) 

sihksihksihksihk----yùhnyùhnyùhnyùhn----faahn, faahn, faahn, faahn, gângângângân----jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh    heui heui heui heui táitáitáitái----hei, hóu ¬h hóhei, hóu ¬h hóhei, hóu ¬h hóhei, hóu ¬h hóuuuu a? a? a? a?    

14) moreover ____________________________________________ 

yyyyìhìhìhìh----chéchéchéché    
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Unit 6 Interjections 

I. Introductions  

A. Definition 
An interjection is an exclamation, a crying out or a response.  

II. Some interjections  

A.1 gám = ‘well’gám = ‘well’gám = ‘well’gám = ‘well’    
It may serve to fill a pause or transition, often together with a particle. 

1) Well… let me think about it ___________________________ 

gámgámgámgám  ,  dáng  ngóh  nám  nám  sîn  ,  dáng  ngóh  nám  nám  sîn  ,  dáng  ngóh  nám  nám  sîn  ,  dáng  ngóh  nám  nám  sîn    
 well   ,     let       me      think   think   first 

Here “nám nám” means “think a while” 

A.2 âi ya! = ‘oh’âi ya! = ‘oh’âi ya! = ‘oh’âi ya! = ‘oh’    
It is a negatively charged exclamation, expressing shock or disapproval. 

1) Oh no, I’ve forgotten to bring my key! 
___________________________ 

âi yaâi yaâi yaâi ya!  ng!  ng!  ng!  ngóh  ¬h gei dâk   daai    só sìh   a !óh  ¬h gei dâk   daai    só sìh   a !óh  ¬h gei dâk   daai    só sìh   a !óh  ¬h gei dâk   daai    só sìh   a !    
oh dear !    I        forget           bring        key     PM! 

A.3 séi la! séi la! séi la! séi la!     
Expresses panic or despair in an emergency. 

1) I’m dead! I forgot to tell him ___________________________ 

séi  laséi  laséi  laséi  la!   ngóh  ¬h gei dâk  tùhng kéuih  !   ngóh  ¬h gei dâk  tùhng kéuih  !   ngóh  ¬h gei dâk  tùhng kéuih  !   ngóh  ¬h gei dâk  tùhng kéuih  gónggónggónggóng    
dead  PM,     I       not  remember     with     him     speak 

2) Oh I’m dead, I lost the money. _____________________ 

séi laséi laséi laséi la, ngóh ¬h, ngóh ¬h, ngóh ¬h, ngóh ¬h----gingingingin----jó dî chín a!jó dî chín a!jó dî chín a!jó dî chín a!    
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Unit 7 Onomatopoeias 

I. Introductions  

A. Definition 
An onomatopoeic word is one that imitates the sound of a thing or an 

action. 

1) He laughs in the sound ‘ha ha’. _____________________ 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  hâ  hâhâ  hâhâ  hâhâ  hâ  gám   daaih   siu  gám   daaih   siu  gám   daaih   siu  gám   daaih   siu    
he        …    …     so       great     laugh 

2) The chair down in the sound ‘pak’ _____________________ 

jêung  dang  ‘jêung  dang  ‘jêung  dang  ‘jêung  dang  ‘pàahkpàahkpàahkpàahk’  yât  sêng   dit  dâi  jó’  yât  sêng   dit  dâi  jó’  yât  sêng   dit  dâi  jó’  yât  sêng   dit  dâi  jó    
  MW     chair      ‘pak’       one   sound      fall   down  ed 
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Unit 8 Particles  

I. Introductions  

A. Definition 
Particles are words that are added to words, phrases or sentences to 

express some additional meanings. 

B. Kinds of Particles  

1) Structural Particles (Structural particle) – PS 

2) Aspect Particles – PA 

3) Modal Particles – PM 

II. Structural Particles  

A. Definition 
Structural particles are words that connect words and make them into 

phrases with certain syntactic construction. 

It is also called as structural particles. 

B. Kinds of structural particles: 
1) ge 
2) gám 
3) dâk 

C. ge  
If there is a modifier comes before a noun or a noun equivalent, the 

structural particle “ge” has to be used 

Sentence Patterns – Parts of Speech (2)                                              Page 58 

C.1 The modifier is a pronoun/proper noun The modifier is a pronoun/proper noun The modifier is a pronoun/proper noun The modifier is a pronoun/proper noun ---- possessive possessive possessive possessive    
Refer to the unit “Nouns” for details 

“ge” is also called as “possessive particle” when it is used in possessive 

case 

1) his problems ________________________________  

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih gegegege mahn mahn mahn mahn----tàihtàihtàihtàih    

2) Peter’s problems ________________________________  

Peter Peter Peter Peter gegegege mahn mahn mahn mahn----tàihtàihtàihtàih    

C.2 The modifier is an adjectiveThe modifier is an adjectiveThe modifier is an adjectiveThe modifier is an adjective    
Refer to the unit “Adjectives” for details 

1) very big watermelon ________________________________ 

hóuhóuhóuhóu----daaih daaih daaih daaih gegegege sâi sâi sâi sâi----gwâgwâgwâgwâ    

2) very pretty and very expensive dress ____________________ 

hóu leng, hóu gwai hóu leng, hóu gwai hóu leng, hóu gwai hóu leng, hóu gwai gegegege kwàhn kwàhn kwàhn kwàhn    

3) very long and very loose trousers ____________________ 

hóu chèuhng, hóu fut hóu chèuhng, hóu fut hóu chèuhng, hóu fut hóu chèuhng, hóu fut gegegege fu fu fu fu    

4) very thick, very heavy and very large winter clothes __________ 

hóu háuh, hóu chúhng tùhng hóu daaihhóu háuh, hóu chúhng tùhng hóu daaihhóu háuh, hóu chúhng tùhng hóu daaihhóu háuh, hóu chúhng tùhng hóu daaih----gihn gihn gihn gihn gegegege dûng dûng dûng dûng----tîn sâamtîn sâamtîn sâamtîn sâam    

D. gám 
“gám” is used when the Adverbial modifier is adjective 

1) study  quietly ________________________________ 

hóu jihng   hóu jihng   hóu jihng   hóu jihng   gámgámgámgám    wân jaahp    wân jaahp    wân jaahp    wân jaahp    
very   quiet      PS(ly)         study  

2) eating happily ________________________________ 

hóu  hôi sâm   hóu  hôi sâm   hóu  hôi sâm   hóu  hôi sâm   gámgámgámgám    sihk yéh    sihk yéh    sihk yéh    sihk yéh    
 very     happy       PS(ly)     eating matter 

3) run quickly ________________________________ 

hóu faai  hóu faai  hóu faai  hóu faai  gámgámgámgám   jáu   jáu   jáu   jáu    
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very  quick    PS(ly)    ran 

4) He study hardly ________________________________ 

kéuih hóu kéuih hóu kéuih hóu kéuih hóu kàhnkàhnkàhnkàhn----lihk lihk lihk lihk gámgámgámgám wân wân wân wân----jaahpjaahpjaahpjaahp    

5) He walked carefully ________________________________ 

kéuih hóu síukéuih hóu síukéuih hóu síukéuih hóu síu----sâm sâm sâm sâm gámgámgámgám hàahng hàahng hàahng hàahng    

6) The child eat quietly 

go saigo saigo saigo sai----mânmânmânmân----jái hóu jihng jái hóu jihng jái hóu jihng jái hóu jihng gámgámgámgám sihk sihk sihk sihk----yéhyéhyéhyéh    

7) They sang loudly ________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih hóu daaihdeih hóu daaihdeih hóu daaihdeih hóu daaih----sêng sêng sêng sêng gámgámgámgám cheung cheung cheung cheung----gôgôgôgô 

8) We read quietly ________________________________ 

ngóhngóhngóhngóh----deih hóu jihng deih hóu jihng deih hóu jihng deih hóu jihng gámgámgámgám tái tái tái tái----syûsyûsyûsyû    

9) The old lady crossed the road carefully ______________________ 
old lady   pòh pó 

cross the road  gwo máh-mouh 

go go go go pòhpòhpòhpòh----pó hóu síupó hóu síupó hóu síupó hóu síu----sâm sâm sâm sâm gámgámgámgám    gwo máhgwo máhgwo máhgwo máh----louhlouhlouhlouh    

E. dâk  

E.1 Degree complementDegree complementDegree complementDegree complement    
A degree complement indicates the degree or extent of an action or a 

thing. 

1) He walks fast ________________________________ 

kéuih hàahng kéuih hàahng kéuih hàahng kéuih hàahng dâkdâkdâkdâk faai faai faai faai    

2) He walks slowly ________________________________ 

kéukéukéukéuih hàahng ih hàahng ih hàahng ih hàahng dâkdâkdâkdâk maahn maahn maahn maahn    

3) He can walk very long ________________________________ 

kéuih hókéuih hókéuih hókéuih hó----yíh hàahng yíh hàahng yíh hàahng yíh hàahng dâkdâkdâkdâk hóu noih hóu noih hóu noih hóu noih    

4) He can’t walk too long ________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih ¬¬¬¬hhhh----hóhóhóhó----yíh hàahng yíh hàahng yíh hàahng yíh hàahng dâkdâkdâkdâk taai noih taai noih taai noih taai noih    
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5) They did it well ________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih jouh deih jouh deih jouh deih jouh dâkdâkdâkdâk hóu hóu hóu hóu    

6) They didn’t do it well ________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih jouh deih jouh deih jouh deih jouh dâkdâkdâkdâk    ¬¬¬¬hhhh----hóuhóuhóuhóu    

7) My elder sister run very quickly ____________________________ 

ngóh gângóh gângóh gângóh gâ----jê jê jê jê jáu jáu jáu jáu dâkdâkdâkdâk hóu faai hóu faai hóu faai hóu faai    

8) My younger sister walks very slowly __________________________ 

nnnngóh saigóh saigóh saigóh sai----múi múi múi múi hàahng hàahng hàahng hàahng dâkdâkdâkdâk hóu maahn hóu maahn hóu maahn hóu maahn    

9) He eats fast ________________________________ 

kéuih sihk kéuih sihk kéuih sihk kéuih sihk dâkdâkdâkdâk faai faai faai faai    

10) He speaks very loud ________________________________ 

kéuih góng kéuih góng kéuih góng kéuih góng dâkdâkdâkdâk taai daaih taai daaih taai daaih taai daaih----sêngsêngsêngsêng    

11) You speak too fast ________________________________ 

néih góng néih góng néih góng néih góng dâkdâkdâkdâk taai fa taai fa taai fa taai faaiaiaiai    

12) I learn too slowly ________________________________ 

ngóh hohk ngóh hohk ngóh hohk ngóh hohk dâkdâkdâkdâk taai maahn taai maahn taai maahn taai maahn    

13) He walked too fast, I can’t follow him _____________________ 
can’t follow   gân ¬h dóu (follow not successfully) 

kéuih hàahng kéuih hàahng kéuih hàahng kéuih hàahng dâkdâkdâkdâk    taaitaaitaaitaai faai, ngóh gân faai, ngóh gân faai, ngóh gân faai, ngóh gân----¬h¬h¬h¬h----dóu kéuihdóu kéuihdóu kéuihdóu kéuih    

E.2 Potential comPotential comPotential comPotential complementplementplementplement    
A potential complement tells the possibility of an action taking place or 

being realized. 

1. Positive 

1) can listen clearly ________________________________ 

têng   têng   têng   têng   dâkdâkdâkdâk         chîng chó         chîng chó         chîng chó         chîng chó    
listen    PS(can, possible)       clear 

2) can read ________________________________ 

tái     tái     tái     tái     dâkdâkdâkdâk           mìhng           mìhng           mìhng           mìhng    
read     PS(can, possible)       understand 
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3) The child can read this letter ________________________________ 
letter    seun (MW: fûng) 

go saigo saigo saigo sai----mânmânmânmân----jái táijái táijái táijái tái----dâkdâkdâkdâk----mìhng nîmìhng nîmìhng nîmìhng nî----fûngfûngfûngfûng----seunseunseunseun    

4) I can understand his Cantonese ______________________________ 

ngó têng ngó têng ngó têng ngó têng dâkdâkdâkdâk mìhng kéuih dî Gwoçg mìhng kéuih dî Gwoçg mìhng kéuih dî Gwoçg mìhng kéuih dî Gwoçg----dûngdûngdûngdûng----wáwáwáwá    

5) I can go out ________________________________ 

ngóh chêut ngóh chêut ngóh chêut ngóh chêut dâkdâkdâkdâk heui heui heui heui    

6) You can come in ________________________________ 

néih yahp néih yahp néih yahp néih yahp dâkdâkdâkdâk làih làih làih làih    

7) I can read what he wrote ________________________________ 
(I read PS understand his write what) 

ngó tái ngó tái ngó tái ngó tái dâkdâkdâkdâk mìhng kéuih sé mât mìhng kéuih sé mât mìhng kéuih sé mât mìhng kéuih sé mât----yéhyéhyéhyéh    

2. Negations – negate the compliment only 

1) I can’t understand his Cantonese __________________________ 

ngó têng ngó têng ngó têng ngó têng ¬¬¬¬hhhh mìhng kéuih dî Gwoçg mìhng kéuih dî Gwoçg mìhng kéuih dî Gwoçg mìhng kéuih dî Gwoçg----dûngdûngdûngdûng----wáwáwáwá    

2) I can’t read his handwriting ________________________________ 

ngó tái ngó tái ngó tái ngó tái ¬¬¬¬hhhh mìhng kéuih dî jih mìhng kéuih dî jih mìhng kéuih dî jih mìhng kéuih dî jih    

3) I can’t hear it clearly ________________________________ 

ngó têng ngó têng ngó têng ngó têng ¬¬¬¬hhhh chîng chîng chîng chîng----chóchóchóchó    

4) I can’t read it clearly ________________________________ 

ngó tái ngó tái ngó tái ngó tái ¬¬¬¬hhhh chîng chîng chîng chîng----chóchóchóchó    

3. Negations – negate the verb 

1) I can’t go out ________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh ¬¬¬¬hhhh chêut  chêut  chêut  chêut dâkdâkdâkdâk heui heui heui heui    

2) You can’t come in ________________________________ 

néih néih néih néih ¬¬¬¬hhhh yahp  yahp  yahp  yahp dâkdâkdâkdâk làih làih làih làih    
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III. Aspect Particles  

A.1 DefinitionDefinitionDefinitionDefinition    
For the details of aspect particles: jó, gwo, gán jó, gwo, gán jó, gwo, gán jó, gwo, gán and jyuh jyuh jyuh jyuh, refer to the 

units of “Verbs”. 

IV. Modal Particles 

A. Introduction  

A.1 DefinitionDefinitionDefinitionDefinition    
Modal particles help to add various moods such as imperative, 

exclamatory or declarative. 

They are added at the end of sentences and that’s why they are also 

called final particles. 

A.2 NotesNotesNotesNotes    
There are more than forty different modal particles. Besides, different 

modal particles may be used at the same time, therefore the possible 

sets of modal particles are numerous. 

All particles including modal particles don’t have a concrete meaning. 

Therefore if you are not sure what modal particles should be used, it’s 

better to just skip them. If you use them incorrectly, the mood of the 

sentence maybe very different from what you originally meant. 

Here we just talk about some usages of a few widely used modal 

particles. There maybe many different usages of a single particle! 

B. Examples 

B.1 aaaa    
Soften the force of statements or confirmations 
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1. Question 

1) Do you go? _____________________________________ 

néih   heui ¬h heui   néih   heui ¬h heui   néih   heui ¬h heui   néih   heui ¬h heui   aaaa????    
you        go   not   go    PM? 

2) Where do you go?_____________________________________ 

néih heui bînnéih heui bînnéih heui bînnéih heui bîn----(douh) (douh) (douh) (douh) aaaa????    

3) How much is this dress? ___________________________________ 

nînînînî----tìuh kwàhn géi chín tìuh kwàhn géi chín tìuh kwàhn géi chín tìuh kwàhn géi chín aaaa????    

4) Do you like Hong Kong? ___________________________________ 

néih  jûngnéih  jûngnéih  jûngnéih  jûng    ¬h jûng¬h jûng¬h jûng¬h jûng----yi   Hêungyi   Hêungyi   Hêungyi   Hêung----ggggóng   óng   óng   óng   aaaa????    
you       like  not    like        Hong    Kong     PM? 

2. Soften a statement 

1) Yes_____________________________________  

haih  haih  haih  haih  aaaa    
 be     PM 

2) A: Will you go?_____________________________________  

A: néih heui A: néih heui A: néih heui A: néih heui ¬¬¬¬h heui h heui h heui h heui aaaa ? ? ? ?    

3) B: I will go_____________________________________  

B: ngóh heui B: ngóh heui B: ngóh heui B: ngóh heui aaaa    

3. Reminding 

1) Don’t be late_____________________________________  

¬¬¬¬h hóu chìhh hóu chìhh hóu chìhh hóu chìh    aaaa    
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